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LEVEL 2:

READ MOVING IMAGES CLOSELY

[Unit standard 12424 [v.3] Level 2 Internal Credits:3 

OVERVIEW

· Complete two close readings. The two close readings could be based on two separate texts, or two different scenes or components from one major text like a feature film. In the case of single major text, the two scenes or components selected must each require separate and different analysis. 

· Write your answers on the close reading answer sheet.
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1
WORKING WITH A SAMPLE CLOSE READING > 
THEN COMPLETING YOUR OWN CLOSE READINGS
· After watching and discussing Romeo and Juliet, view the ball scene several times.

· Work through this sample close reading based on the ball scene.  

· As a first step, view and discuss the whole text you have selected for close reading, then complete a close reading. NOTE: If you complete further close readings based on Romeo and Juliet, the scenes or components selected must each require separate and different analysis from the samples included in this activity. You should not repeat an explanation or analysis in any answer. 

2

A MAIN IDEA [1.1]
· SAMPLE CLOSE READING > LUHRMANN’S ROMEO AND JULIET
You have already commented on specific parts of the ball scene. Now look at an important overall idea in the whole scene. 


· YOUR CLOSE READING > TEXT 1 / TEXT 2 
· Explain one main idea.

· Support your explanation with one specific detail.
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SIGNIFICANCE [1.2]
· SAMPLE CLOSE READING > LUHRMANN’S ROMEO AND JULIET
Analyse why an idea in this scene is important. Think about the themes of ‘love and hate’ in the whole film and if you can find evidence of these themes in the ball scene.



· YOUR CLOSE READING > TEXT 1 / TEXT 2 
Analyse why an idea is important. You could:

· follow the pattern in the answer above and write about a significant theme in the whole text, then find evidence of this theme in the scene you are studying.

· write about the significance of an idea in the scene in other ways. You might decide to analyse how the idea has significance for you on a personal level, or in other contexts [eg social, political, historical, cultural, physical]. Whatever approach you use, make sure your analysis is centred on the text you are studying.
· Support your analysis with one specific detail.

4
[a]
THREE FEATURES [1.3]
· SAMPLE CLOSE READING > LUHRMANN’S ROMEO AND JULIET
Look at the sequence from the end of the ball scene. As shown 

below a simple storyboard frame sketch has been made of a 

particular shot to help complete the 

close reading answer on a feature.

· YOUR CLOSE READING > TEXT 1 / TEXT 2 
· Identify three examples of visual features [like camera work, lighting, costume] and verbal features [like soundtrack, dialogue, sound effects]. You must include at least one visual example and one verbal example. 

· Selecting the best examples: There will probably be many possible examples that you could comment on. Choose examples that give you plenty of opportunity to make thoughtful comments about the effects created. 

· Use correct terminology to describe each example.

· Describe the effect created by each example. Do not repeat an explanation or analysis in any answer. You might decide to sketch simple storyboard frames for each feature, then complete your close reading comments. 
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[b]
ONE COMBINATION OF FEATURES [1.4]
· SAMPLE CLOSE READING > LUHRMANN’S ROMEO AND JULIET
Look at the sequence from the middle of the ball scene and how verbal [sound] and visual features work together. 



· YOUR CLOSE READING > TEXT 1 / TEXT 2 
· Identify one example of a visual feature combining with a verbal feature. 

· Use correct terminology to describe each example.

You might decide to sketch a simple storyboard frame, then write about the combination.  

· Analyse the effect created by the combination.
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STRUCTURE [1.5]
· SAMPLE CLOSE READING > LUHRMANN’S ROMEO AND JULIET
Analyse a technique used to shape or structure the ball scene. Listen to the change in the soundtrack during the scene.




· YOUR CLOSE READING > TEXT 1 / TEXT 2 
· Identify a technique used to shape the text. You could identify a technique used to structure a short sequence, a scene, or the opening or ending of the whole text. Use correct terminology to describe each example

· Analyse the effect created by this technique.

· Support your analysis with one specific detail.
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There is a contrast in the soundtrack [technique identified] between the final part of the scene and earlier on. In the final part of the scene the music suddenly changes from bright and light to sad and serious. This change in the music is used to reinforce the quick change from feelings of love and happiness to feelings of shock as Romeo and Juliet realise that their families are sworn enemies.  [technique analysed]


Supporting detail: The song ‘Kissing You’ is being sung early on, then the music [strings] becomes lower.
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TIP: choose examples that will let you make good comments
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TIP: don’t repeat comments
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The strength of Romeo and Juliet’s love – and the depth of their families’ hatred – are significant ideas in this film. At the end of the scene they suddenly realise they come from families that hate each other. Their love for each other overrides everything, even the hatred between their families that dominates their lives. [significance analysed – a step up from ‘described’ or ‘explained’. For analysing, a more sophisticated or insightful interpretation than that for describing and explaining is needed.]


Supporting detail: The nurse whispers to Juliet that Romeo is a Montague and her face drops.





The main idea in this scene is that there is an instant strong attraction between Romeo and Juliet. Their relationship develops at an incredibly fast pace over this short scene.


Supporting detail: The large close up of Romeo and Juliet kissing.





TIP: view the whole text first





CLOSE UP >





Visual feature: Slow motion shots [term] of Juliet dancing. [example]


Verbal feature: Soundtrack [term]: music - violins, romantic song / dialogue - Romeo’s line: “I never saw true beauty till this night.” [example]


Using slow motion expands time and focuses the viewer on an important aspect of the film. Together with the soundtrack, the slow motion shots emphasise how strongly Romeo feels for Juliet. [effect analysed – a step up from ‘described’ in the previous answer. For analysing, a more sophisticated or insightful interpretation than that for describing and explaining is needed.
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Close up [term] of Romeo standing at the bottom of the stairs. [example]


This shot shows the shock Romeo feels. He’s just found out that Juliet is a Capulet. [effect described]














SOME TIPS BEFORE YOU BEGIN…
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