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Participate in a discussion (ESOL)
	Element 1: Participate in a discussion (ESOL).

Range: Face-to-face with at least two other speakers; discussion topics may include but are not limited to – workplace, social, or study issues.

Performance criteria

1.1     Participation includes expression of a     

          viewpoint, followed by supporting   

          arguments.

1.2     Strategies are used to sustain dialogue. 

Range: Strategies may include but are not limited to – question and answer, statement and agreement, statement and disagreement.

1.3     Interactive strategies are used to assist 

          communication. 

Range: Interactive strategies may include but are not limited to – turn-taking, clarification, checking, giving and responding to feedback (verbal, non-verbal).

1.3   Persuasive language features are used to   

           express viewpoints. 

Range: Persuasive language features may  include but are not limited to – modals, adverbs of degree, comparatives, conditionals.

1.6     Use is made of vocabulary that is   

           appropriate to the topic and context.

1.7      Evidence is present that there is 

          spontaneity  in approach and response.




RESOURCES

Assessment activities, for other unit standards, that could be used in conjunction with unit standard 17142.

· Listening: ‘Our Changing World’ (unit standard 15009)

· Reading: ‘Our Changing World’ (unit standard 17363)

· Writing: ‘Our Changing World’ (unit standard 17144)
Teacher Sheet

	Unit standard 17142, version 4

Participate in a discussion (ESOL)

Level 3                                                                                                    4 Credits

	This unit standard has one element:

Element 1: Participate in a discussion.

Range: Face-to-face with at least two other speakers; discussion topics may include but are not limited to – workplace, social, or study issues.

	Conditions

· All assessment activities must be conducted in English, which must not be the student’s first language.

· Students must be assessed in an actual exchange. This must be recorded visually e.g. on video tape or DVD. For guidance on how to submit materials for moderation please refer to: http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/qualifications/ncea/ncea-subject-resources/preparing-digital-visual-submissions-for-moderation/
· The discussion must be six to twelve minutes long.

· Student’s speech may occasionally include hesitations and/or grammatical errors but meaning must be clear throughout.

· Pronunciation, intonation stress and rhythm may occasionally be unconventional but this must not interfere with meaning.

Learning contexts

Assessment should follow class activities in which the students have had the opportunity to become familiar with the topics, through a range of listening, reading and writing activities. It is important to choose topics that are authentic so that students can relate to them easily. Discussion topics may include but are not limited to – workplace, social, or study issues. In a school setting, the discussion topic can be effectively linked to an authentic school task.

Notes for Assessors

· It is important that students are familiar with the requirements of the performance criteria and the special notes. 
· Students will need time to read and understand the requirements of the task before the assessment activity begins.
· It is assumed that in formative class work, students will practise the requirements of the standard using a parallel task. It is important that students do not rehearse the exact task, as one of the requirements is to show evidence of spontaneity.
· Refer to your institution’s policies on resubmission and reassessment before offering further reassessment opportunities.
· Ensure that all students are visible in the recording throughout the exchange.



Student Sheet

	Unit standard 17142, version 4
Participate in a discussion (ESOL)

Level 3                                                                                                4 credits

	This unit standard has one element:

Element 1: Participate in a discussion.

Range: Face-to-face with at least two other speakers; discussion topics may include but are not limited to – workplace, social, or study issues.

	Name: ___________________________________

Date: ______________________________



	Conditions

· In this task you will have a discussion with at least two other people.
· The discussion will need to be six to twelve minutes long
· Your discussion will be recorded to provide evidence that you have met the requirements.
· Your spoken language does not need to be perfect but your teacher needs to be able to understand what you mean.
· Use the checklist to make sure you understand what you have to do.
· You will have an opportunity to practise in class using a different task. You will learn useful phrases to use, but for the assessment you must be able to show that most of the language you use is unplanned.
· You will be given time before the assessment to read your cue card. Ask any questions if you do not understand.




Student checklist

	In this assessment task you will need to show that you can do the following:

	Tell the others what your opinion is and give some supporting arguments e.g. I think our class party should be a barbecue at the park. It’s not expensive and we can all bring food to share.
	1.1

	Show that you can keep the conversation going by doing the following: 

· asking a question e.g. What do you think we should all bring,  Lisa?
· answering someone else’s question e.g. Yes, there is shelter there if it rains.
· agreeing with someone’s statement and making your own statement e.g. Yes, I agree that we need to plan some activities for after the barbecue. I think a game of cricket would be good.
· disagreeing with someone’s statement and making your own statement e.g. I don’t think we should invite friends who aren’t in our class. It would just get too big.
	1.2

	Use some of the following interactive strategies to keep the conversation going: 

· turn-taking strategies e.g. verbal: What do you think Lily? Can I just say… 
· non-verbal turn-taking strategies e.g. looking at someone and leaning towards them when you want to say something.
· clarification e.g. Sorry, what did you just say?
· checking e.g. Do you mean…?
· giving feedback e.g. I think that’s a really good idea.
· responding to feedback e.g. Thanks, I do think it’s important.
· non-verbal feedback e.g. nodding, smiling, shrugging, shaking your head, leaning towards the person, giving eye contact.
	1.3

	Use persuasive language to express your views. This may include: 

· modals e.g. I think we should do this…
· adverbs of degree e.g. It would be better to do it this way, certainly, almost, completely, really, best, absolutely.
· comparatives e.g.  I think this is more important than…
· conditionals e.g. If we all go by bus we could… As long as I can…
	1.4

	Use vocabulary that is appropriate to the topic you are discussing (1.5) e.g. barbecue, park, arrangements, activities, invitation, transport.
	1.5

	Show that most of your conversation is unplanned in what you say and how you respond to others.


	1.6


Student sheet: Assessment task

Topic – A meeting of the cultural committee at your school

You are having a meeting of the cultural committee at your school. Your task is to create an advice sheet for new learners of English coming to study at your school. Use the ideas listed on the group task card and add three more ideas to contribute to the discussion with two other school students. You will agree with some and will probably disagree with others.

Together you need to rank the advice and decide on the three most important pieces of advice to include. 

At the end of the meeting you will need to agree on a date, a time and place for the next meeting. You each have different information on your cue card so that you will be able to discuss your preferences and disagree with others.

The discussion needs to last for six to twelve minutes.

Group task card

Some ideas

Sit next to ‘Kiwi’ students in class.

Join at least one club or sports team at school.

Only speak English.

Don’t spend time with students who come from the same country as you do.

Always ask questions if you don’t understand.

Other ideas:

1.

2.

3.

Information to complete

Date of next meeting:

Place of next meeting:

	Student A: Checklist and cue card 

· Say which piece of advice you think is most important and give some reasons why (use persuasive language).

· Ask at least 1 question

· Answer at least 1 question

· Make at least 2 statements

· Agree with someone else

· Disagree with someone

· Use interactive strategies

When you arrange your next meeting, use this information:

Date: Your first choice is Friday after school but you could do Monday before school.
Place: You would prefer the library because it is quiet.




	Student B: Checklist and cue card 

· Say which piece of advice you think is most important and give some reasons why (use persuasive language).

· Ask at least 1 question

· Answer at least 1 question

· Make at least 2 statements

· Agree with someone else

· Disagree with someone

· Use interactive strategies

When you arrange your next meeting, use this information:

Date: You have gym practice on Friday. You would prefer Saturday or Sunday but could also do Monday before school.

Place: You would prefer your form class because there is a whiteboard you can use to record your ideas.




	Student C: Checklist and cue card 

· Say which piece of advice you think is most important and give some reasons why (use persuasive language).

· Ask at least 1 question

· Answer at least 1 question

· Make at least 2 statements

· Agree with someone else

· Disagree with someone

· Use interactive strategies

When you arrange your next meeting, use this information:

Date: You are going away for the weekend, leaving Friday afternoon. You are free on Monday.
Place: You would prefer the library because there is a room there you can book for meetings.




Assessment schedule
	Unit standard 17142, version 4

Participate in a discussion (ESOL) 

Level 3                                                                                                       4 credits

	Element 1: Participate in a discussion.

Range: Face-to-face with at least two other speakers; discussion topics may include but are not limited to – workplace, social, or study issues.

	PC
	Evidence
	Judgement

	1.1
	Each participant expresses a viewpoint and supports it with arguments:

e.g. I think the most important thing is for them to join a sports team. You naturally make friends and have lots of opportunities to practise English.
	Viewpoint is expressed

and is supported with

arguments.

	1.2
	Some of the following strategies are used to keep the discussion going:

· question and answer e.g. How do you think we should do this? Let’s all share one idea first.
· agreement and statement e.g. Yeah, I agree with Tom. It’s important that they only speak English.
· disagreement and statement e.g. I don’t  think that’s a good idea at all. My first  language is Korean and I found that I could  learn some English words more quickly if I knew the meaning in Korean.
	A range of strategies is used to sustain dialogue.



	1.3
	Some of the following interactive strategies are used to advance communication:

· turn-taking e.g. What’s your advice Victor?What do you think Lily?
· clarification e.g. Do you mean…? Can you say that again please?
· checking e.g. So that would mean we would be there five days?
· giving and responding to verbal feedback    e.g. You’ve made some good points Tom.Thanks, I feel quite strongly about this.
· giving and responding to verbal feedback e.g. smiling, frowning, nodding, shrugging,  leaning towards the person speaking etc.
	A range of interactive strategies is used to assist communication.

.


	1.4
	Persuasive language features are used to express views:

· modals e.g. I think we should choose the day that everyone can make.
· adverbs of degree e.g. It is better to meet in the library because… certainly, almost, completely, really, best, absolutely.

· comparatives e.g. I think this is more important  than…
· conditionals e.g. If meet in our form class we can …. As long as I can…
	Appropriate persuasive language is used most of the time to express viewpoints.

	1.5
	A range of topic and specialised vocabulary appropriate to the topic is used e.g. integrate, preference, interact
	A range of vocabulary appropriate to the topic and context is used most of the time.

	1.6
	There is evidence in the conversation that much is unplanned.


	Evidence is present that there is spontaneity in approach and response.
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