CONSERVATION TEACHER GUIDE

About Focus on English 

The Focus on English series is designed to provide an English language scaffold for new learners of English in New Zealand schools and supports the curriculum in mathematics, science and social studies for years 7 to 10.

High-frequency vocabulary, technical terms and basic language features are taught in contexts that support learning in science, mathematics and social studies at curriculum levels 3–4.

There are six topics in the series:

1. Animals – English for science 

2. Shapes – English for mathematics 

3. Plants – English for science 

4. Measurement – English for mathematics 

5. Weather – English for science 

6. Conservation – English for science 

(Download the Focus on English activity spreadsheet if you would like to search/sort all activities in the Focus on English series.)

All activities are designed to be used with teacher input. It is recommended that teachers follow the sequence of activities in a subtopic to teach the target vocabulary.

In each subtopic, students:

· listen, look, read and talk to establish familiarity with the context 

· are introduced to 20 target words 

· practise recognising and producing the written and spoken forms of each word 

· relate form and meaning 

· practise recognising the environment in which the words usually occur 

· use the words in new contexts. 

About this teacher guide

This document contains the teacher guide pages for all activities in the Conservation topic. 

Click on the hyperlinks to access: 

· a PDF of each activity (teacher guide plus student worksheet)

· audio file(s) where available for student support

· additional resources where available.

Conservation topic objective

· Recognise and use specialist and general vocabulary relevant to the science curriculum strand Making Sense of Planet Earth and Beyond and the social studies strand Resources and Economic Activities.

· Read and listen in order to understand and respond to simple information relating to conservation themes.

· Write a short argument on a conservation theme. 
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6.1 Introducing conservation
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Water conservation
Activity type/skill: Orientation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Provide orientation to the topic.
· Make links with prior knowledge.
· Link to the science and social studies curricula.
· Use an English language dictionary.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do 
1. Look at the first page of the student worksheet and read and discuss the definition of conservation. Discuss and identify the parts of this dictionary entry – headword, definitions, usage. 
2. Have the students look up the word ‘conservation’ in a good learner’s dictionary. Have them identify the parts of the entry. Discuss any other parts. Phonetic information? Parts of speech? Alternative meanings? Encourage them to use all parts of the entry that are familiar to them. Have them copy the entry from their dictionary onto the lines in the worksheet and label the parts. 
3. Repeat the process with the word ‘resource’ making sure they select the appropriate meaning from the entry. 
4. Look at the second page of the student worksheet and read and discuss the information on natural resources. Encourage students to contribute their own knowledge of how resources can be used and the resources important in their own countries and how they are used. 
5. Look at the third page of the student worksheet and read the information about water together. Discuss how water is used for: 
· drinking – bottled water, water from a pump or well, water from the tap, water in commercial or homemade drinks
· watering crops and gardens – buckets, hoses, irrigation and so on
· washing and cleaning – cleaning people, cleaning things, use and purpose of soap and detergents, methods of cleaning such as hand washing, hosing, washing machines, dishwashers and so on
· industry – let the students tell you how water is used in any manufacturing process they know or supply an example from your own experience
· producing energy – talk simply about hydro electricity, water wheels and mills or any other ways the students know where water is used to produce energy, not forgetting steam
· transport – talk simply about water transport and the students’ knowledge and experience of it. 
6. Discuss other ways water can be used, for example, for enjoyment (swimming and water games), for religious purposes. Have the students draw three of them on the fourth page of the student worksheet. 
7. Have them explain to the group how water is being used in their pictures. Read and talk about the differences in fresh water and salt water. Then help the students write four sentences about how they have used water in the last 24 hours. 
6.2 Target vocabulary – water conservation
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Water conservation

Activity type/skill: Word list
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Introduce target vocabulary. 
· Experience spoken and written forms and their usage. 
· Use a dictionary to find out more about the words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 6.2
What to do
1. Play track 6.2 (Track 1 for this topic) and have students look at both pages of the student worksheet as they hear each word and its extensions (tense variations and plurals) and the word in a defining context. 
	careful
	clean
	demand (for)
	factory
	farm

	fuel
	future
	industry
	natural
	plenty (of)

	pollute
	provide
	quality
	run out (of)
	save

	stream
	substance
	supply
	transport
	wash


2. Have students listen again and repeat the words. 
3. Have students copy the words in the spaces. Remind them how to use the number of dashes to help them decide on the correct form of the word.
4. Point out plurals (‘Wood, coal, gas and oil are fuels’) and changed verb forms. 
5. Have the students look up two or three of the words in a learner’s dictionary, choose the correct meaning and read it to the group.
Extending the activity
· Use the lists for revision and reference.

6.3 Looking for water
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Water conservation

Activity type/skill: Word/picture matching

Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Say and write new vocabulary frequently.
· Use vocabulary with support.
· Revise and extend knowledge of the uses of water.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Conservation poster
What to do 
1. Look at the conservation poster and ask students to identify the things and activities shown in the poster. 
2. Look at the student worksheet and have students complete the boxes for the things they can see in the poster.

3. Discuss the results. Encourage the students to argue about it and give evidence for their opinions. 
Answers:

	Where can you see water? 

· river

· drinking water 

· clouds 

· snow 

· hose 

· irrigation equipment

· lake 

· water trough
	How are people using water? 

· swim in 

· float on 

· fish in 

· drink 

· supply water for plants 
· supply water for animals 
· wash clothes
	Which things need water to survive? 

· people 

· dogs 

· cows 

· fish 

· ducks 

· birds 

· trees 

· vegetables 

· grass
	What things have water hidden in them? 

· clothes 

· people 

· dogs 

· fish 

· ducks 

· trees 

· vegetables 

· grass 

· fruit 

· bread 

· car 

· washing drying 

· house (tanks and pipes)


6.4 Organising target vocabulary – water conservation
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Water conservation

Activity type/skill: Jumbled words
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Spell the words. 
· Practise alphabetical order.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do 
1. Have students look at the jumbled words at the top of the worksheet.
2. Show students how to unjumble a word.
3. Have students unjumble each word and write it in the first column. 
4. Working in pairs, have students check each other’s work. 
5. Ask students to write the words in alphabetical order in the second column. 
Extending the activity
· Give students more words to unjumble. 
· Have students jumble words for others to unjumble.
6.5 Pronouncing target vocabulary – water conservation
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Water conservation

Activity type/skill: Pronunciation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Pronounce words.
· Identify the sound of words. 
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Conservation vocab cards 

What to do
1. Have students look at the words at the bottom of the worksheet or the conservation vocab card.
2. Say the words and ask students to circle them. 
3. Say the words and ask students to repeat them. 
4. Tap out the rhythm of words. 
5. Point to words at random and ask students to say them. 
6. Have students point to words for other students to say.
6.6 Familiarisation with target vocabulary – water conservation
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Water conservation

Activity type/skill: Word cards
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Gain familiarity with spoken and written forms of words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Scissors
What to do

1. Have students cut out the 20 word cards on the student worksheet and place them face up in front of them.
2. Have students point to each word as you say them in random order.

3. Have students sort words into categories, for example:

· the same number of syllables
· the same initial sound
· the same final sound
· the same medial vowel sound
· the same sound for the letter ‘a’.

4. Have students:

· place the cards face down
· pick up a card, say and spell it
· turn the card over and say and spell it from memory. 
Extending the activity
· Have students store the cards and use them daily for revision.
· Use this set of cards with other vocab cards to play sound dominoes, matching final and initial sounds.
6.7 Finish this sentence – water conservation
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Water conservation

Activity type/skill: Word forms
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Become familiar with different forms of target words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and talk about the words from the word list, then help students place the words in the correct spaces using word length as a check on accuracy. 
2. Have them complete the exercise in pairs or as a class group. Once they have agreed on the correct answers, have them read the sentences aloud. Explain that they may often be able to make corrections to their work by reading aloud to test whether it ‘sounds right’.
3. Have a student read each section aloud, helping them pronounce the words accurately.
4. Identify the suffixes and ask students to guess what part of speech they might indicate.
6.8 Plural forms
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Water conservation

Activity type/skill: Word/picture matching
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Raise awareness of the meaning and function of plural forms.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and talk about plurals and how they are formed in English. 
2. Have the students choose the correct label for each picture and write it under the picture. 
3. Have them mark one another’s work. Help students explain why a picture must be correct, for example, the ending –s for plurals.
6.9 Writing target vocabulary – water conservation
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Water conservation

Activity type/skill: Dictation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Recognise and record target words accurately.
· Gain familiarity with spoken and written forms of target words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do 
1. Explain to the students that they will hear a short passage about how water is used and need to write this on the bottom of the student worksheet. 
2. Read the text below slowly, pausing at the end of each sentence. Then dictate the passage phrase by phrase. 
Water is a natural resource. 
People use water on farms, in industry and in their homes. 
The water supply must be clean. It must not be polluted. 
3. Write the passage correctly on the board and have the students mark each other’s work. 
6.10 Matching parts of sentences
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Water conservation

Activity type/skill: Collocation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Gain understanding of meanings of target words.
· Focus on sentence formation.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do 
1. Have students work in pairs – give one student the Player One student worksheet and the other the Player Two student worksheet. 
2. Explain what they need to do: 
· You have parts of sentences on your sheet. Your partner has the other part of each sentence. 
· If you have a star by a sentence part, read it to your partner. Your partner will read the end of the sentence. 
· You must decide if the sentence is a sensible one. If the sentence is sensible, write the missing part on your sheet. If the sentence is not sensible, write nothing at all. 
3. Have the students read the sensible sentences to the group. 
6.11 Water conservation puzzle
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Water conservation

Activity type/skill: Crossword
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Experience the targeted words in a new context.

· Spell the targeted words accurately. 
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do

1. Have students fill in the answers on the student worksheet – both in the spaces in the clues and in the crossword itself. Assist them with plurals and changing verb forms.
Answers: 
Across 
2. careful 
5. natural 
6. polluted 
7. provides 
8. future 
Down 
1. transport 
2. clean 
3. factory 
4. demand 
8. farm 

6.12 Introducing water conservation
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Water conservation
Activity type/skill: Orientation
Literacy focus: Reading
Genre: Information reports
Objective

· Provide orientation to the subtopic of water conservation.
· Make links to prior knowledge.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and check that students can still produce a definition of conservation. 
2. Write the words ‘water conservation’ on the board as the center of a cluster. Draw out students’ existing knowledge of water conservation and write up the words and phrases they offer. 
3. Have them help you to rearrange their ideas into related themes such as why water is important to us, how we use water, how we waste water, how we can save water, things that pollute water, how we can prevent water pollution. 
4. Have students copy the cluster from the board onto their worksheets. 
Extending the activity
· Find books and websites on water conservation and pollution, for example, www.wateruseitwisely.com/kids/index.php.

6.13 Rangi’s tears
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Water conservation
Activity type/skill: Recognising pronouns
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Information reports
Objective

· Identify pronouns.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do 
1. Look at the student worksheet and talk about the spiritual importance of water for Māori and in other cultures. 
2. Read the story aloud to the students. 
3. Have them draw a line from the underlined pronouns to the word(s) they refer to. 
4. Read the story aloud again. 
5. Talk about the Māori words that are used to describe water. Ask students about the words that are used to describe water in their language and compare them. 
Extending the activity 
· Find Māori place names on a map of New Zealand and identify any links with water. 
6.14 Paragraph structure
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Water conservation
Activity type/skill: Identifying main ideas and details
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Information reports
Objective

· Identify the main idea of a paragraph.
· Identify details that support the main idea.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and remind students of how they can use headings and illustrations to help them understand what a text will be about. 
2. Explain how paragraphs have a main idea and details that relate to the main idea. The main idea is usually, but not always, in the first sentence. Identifying the main idea of paragraphs will help them understand the detail. 
3. Have them work together to find the main idea of the first paragraph (There are two types of water), then find the details. 

4. Allocate one of the other paragraphs to each student and give them time to identify the main idea and details. 
5. Have them talk to the rest of the group about their paragraph, explaining the way the details relate to the main idea. Other students should challenge the speaker if they don’t agree – when a consensus is reached, each student should underline the main ideas and circle or highlight each of the details. 
Extending the activity 
· Have students find the main idea and details in other texts in the classroom. 
6.15 Should we conserve water?
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Water conservation
Activity type/skill: Identifying main ideas and details
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Information reports
Objective

· Identify the main idea and relevant details.
· Identify irrelevant details.
· Use the main idea to locate information.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the first page of the student worksheet and check that students recognise the word ‘conserve’ as a form of the word ‘conservation’ they have already learned. 
2. Explain that the main idea is missing from each of the paragraphs in the text. Have them read the text, then using the details as clues, choose the main idea for each paragraph and write it in the space. 
3. Mark the work together. Have them take turns to read a paragraph aloud. 
4. Look at the top of the second page of the student worksheet and explain that students need to read each paragraph and put a line through the sentence that is not relevant to the main idea.
5. Mark the work together and take turns to justify their choice. For example:

· ‘I crossed out the sentence: Water is the most common liquid on Earth.’ 
· ‘Paragraph 2 is about how plants and animals need water to survive – not about how much there is.’ 
6. Look at the bottom of the second page of the student worksheet and have students write the number of the paragraph where they will find information in the circle. 
7. Have students take turns to justify their answers and mark their work. 
Answers:

	A.

· We should conserve water.

· People, animals and plants cannot survive without water. 

· The demand for clean fresh water is growing.

· Water pollution is a growing problem.

· There are many ways we can save water.
	B.

· A bath uses more water than a shower.

· Water is the most common liquid on Earth. 
· More than 97% of the world’s water is salt water found in oceans.
· Smoke from factories pollutes the air.

· At least 75% of the world’s fresh water is stored under the ground.
	C.

· How can we conserve water? – 5
· Why will the world need more water in future? – 3
· What is water conservation? – 1
· How much water do people need each day? – 2
· What causes water pollution? – 4


6.16 Water pollution
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Water conservation
Activity type/skill: Word meanings
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Information reports
Objective

· Develop strategies for guessing the meaning of unfamiliar words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 6.16
What to do
1. Look at the first two pages of the student worksheet and have students use the main heading, subheadings and illustrations to predict what this text is about. Prompt for more than simply water pollution. They should come up with causes. 
2. Play track 6.16 (Track 2 for this topic) and listen to the text and follow the words. Explain that the words that are underlined are words that they may not know. Have them underline any others they do not know as they listen and read. 
3. Brainstorm ideas for dealing with unknown words and prompt them to come up with a list such as: 
· checking to see if the word is in the glossary 
· using clues like title, headings, illustrations and labels 
· asking themselves if they recognise any part of the word 
· asking themselves if they have come across the word in any other contexts 
· looking to see if the word is repeated in the text 
· looking at the context in which the word occurs 
· looking at the collocation of the word – the words it is with 
· using their existing knowledge of the context and collocation to guess 
· checking their guess in a dictionary. 
4. Talk about the use of dictionaries. Explain that, even using a dictionary, clues are still needed because more than one meaning may be given. They should always try to work out the meaning for themselves first. 
5. After they have listened, look at the underlined words and any that the students have added and work out what they mean. This activity should generate a lot of discussion. Encourage students who have worked out meanings to explain them to the others. They should agree on the correct meaning for this context. 
6. Have them write the correct word from the text on the lines beside the meanings on the third page of the student worksheet. Add any other words they underlined with a definition. 
6.17 Saving water
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Water conservation
Activity type/skill: Three-level guide
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Information reports
Objective

· Locate, interpret and use information.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the first page of the student worksheet and have students use the headings and layout to predict the content of the texts in this activity. 
2. Look at the second page of the student worksheet. Explain that they will need to answer these questions after they have read the text about using and saving water. Explain that this group of questions is called a three-level guide:

· The first set of questions is all answered literally in the text – ‘on the lines’. 
· The second set of questions requires them to think about the information in the text – ‘between the lines’ – and work out the answers. 
· The third question asks them to relate what they have read to a wider context – ‘beyond the lines’.
3. Have students read the text independently then circle an answer for each question.

4. Working in pairs or small groups, have students talk about their answers and say why they chose them. They should then compare their answers and reasons with the wider group. 
Answers:

1
1. Each minute in the shower uses 15 litres of water. 
True 

2. A dripping tap wastes water.
True


3. Most fresh water is used in factories and schools.
False


4. We can save water by using high pressure taps.
False


5. New Zealanders use more than 100 litres of water each a day.
True

2
1. An average bath uses more water than a load of washing.
False


2. Watering your garden when it is sunny saves water.
False


3. If you have a five minute shower, you use 75 litres of water.
True


4. You should use a bucket of water to wash the car instead of a hose.
True


5. Using a water bottle instead of a drinking fountain saves water.
True
3
New Zealand has plenty of water so we don’t need to save it. 




(Check that students have a viewpoint and can defend it, whether they 
agree or disagree with the statement.) 
6.18 A beautiful stream
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Water conservation
Activity type/skill: Co-operative-reading
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Information reports
Objective

· Co-operate to read with understanding.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Divide students into groups of three and look at the first page of the student worksheet. Each student reads the text individually or one of the group can read it aloud. 
2. Allocate each student a letter: 
· Student A finds a word or idea in the text that they do not understand and asks a question. The rest of the group tries to answer. 
· Student B retells or summarises the information. The group agrees on the summary. 
· Student C draws a picture or diagram to illustrate the main idea of that section of the text. The group agrees that the drawing conveys the idea. 
3. The group then decides how they will answer the three questions below the picture and compares their answers with other groups. 
4. Change roles and work on the next section of the text on the second page of the student worksheet. Continue until all sections of the text on the third and fourth pages of the student worksheet have been read in this way. 
Extending the activity 
· The text in this activity is adapted from Take Action for Water – an environmental education programme for schools developed by the Wellington Regional Council. For more information, see www.gw.govt.nz/take-action-for-water.  

· Help students to find further reading about water use/pollution, for example, Easy as Child’s Play and other articles in Connected 2, 2002, Learning Media.
6.19 Introducing climate change
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Climate change
Activity type/skill: Orientation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Provide orientation to the subtopic.

· Make links with prior knowledge.

· Link to the science and social studies curricula.

· Present target vocabulary in context.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 6.19a
· Audio track 6.19b
· Audio track 6.19c
What to do
1. Look at the first page of the student worksheet. Write the questions on the board then talk about them one by one to draw out any previous knowledge students may have on climate change and the greenhouse effect. Note their contributions and have them copy them in their worksheets. Come back, check these and adapt when they have finished this section. 
2. Look at the second page of the student worksheet and talk about the graphics before students listen. Talk about the list of gases in the air and the ones that are greenhouse gases, the labelled sketch of a greenhouse and the diagram showing the greenhouse effect. 
3. Play track 6.19a (Track 3 for this topic) and have students listen and look at the graphics. The text for this track is not printed on the worksheet. Have students explain the diagram to you or to a partner. Listen again if they need to. 
4. Look at the third page of the student worksheet. Play track 6.19b (Track 4 for this topic). Students read as they listen. Talk about the balance between CO2 released and CO2 stored in the natural process. 
5. Look at the fourth and fifth pages of the student worksheet. Play track 6.19c (Track 5 for this topic). Listen and read, then have students write the names of the greenhouse gases in the boxes at the top of the arrows in the diagram. 
Answers: 
carbon dioxide 
nitrous oxide 

methane 
Extending the activity 
· Look for interactive material on the internet, for example, www.epa.gov/climatechange/kids/index.html and www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks3bitesize/science/environment_earth_universe/changes_in_environment/revise6.shtml. 
6.20 Target vocabulary – climate change
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Climate change
Activity type/skill: Word list

Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Introduce target vocabulary. 
· Experience spoken and written forms and their usage. 
· Use a dictionary to find out more about the words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 6.20
What to do
1. Play track 6.20 (Track 6 for this topic) and have students look at both pages of the student worksheet as they hear each word and its extensions (tense variations and plurals) and the word in a defining context. 
	absorb
	act (like)
	agriculture
	avoid
	burn

	contain
	decay
	destroy
	die
	efficient

	prevent
	quantity
	radiate
	reach
	reduce

	release
	responsible
	result
	source
	trap


2. Have students listen again and repeat the words. 
3. Have students copy the words in the spaces. Remind them how to use the number of dashes to help them decide on the correct form of the word.
4. Point out plurals (‘Our cities need large quantities of water to meet the needs of their people and industries’) and changed verb forms (‘A heater radiates heat into the room’). 
5. Have the students look up two or three of the words in a learner’s dictionary, choose the correct meaning and read it to the group. Find other meanings of the word they may recognise and discuss them.
Extending the activity
· Use the lists for revision and reference.

6.21 Climate change puzzle
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Climate change
Activity type/skill: Word puzzle
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Identify written forms of words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the top of the student worksheet. Show students how to use the letter ‘P’ of the first word to find the next word and so on to complete the puzzle.
Answers:

[image: image1.emf]
Extending the activity 

· Make more puzzles like this for the students. 
· Have the students make puzzles for one another. 
6.22 Pronouncing target vocabulary – climate change
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Climate change
Activity type/skill: Pronunciation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Pronounce words.
· Identify the sound of words. 
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Conservation vocab cards 

What to do
1. Have students look at the words at the bottom of the worksheet or the conservation vocab card.
2. Say the words and ask students to circle them. 
3. Say the words and ask students to repeat them. 
4. Tap out the rhythm of words. 
5. Point to words at random and ask students to say them. 
6. Have students point to words for other students to say.
6.23 Familiarisation with target vocabulary – climate change
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Climate change
Activity type/skill: Word cards
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Gain familiarity with spoken and written forms of words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Scissors
What to do

1. Have students cut out the 20 word cards on the student worksheet and place them face up in front of them.
2. Have students point to each word as you say them in random order.

3. Have students sort words into categories, for example:

· the same number of syllables
· the same initial sound
· the same final sound
· the same medial vowel sound
· the same sound for the letter ‘a’.

4. Have students:

· place the cards face down
· pick up a card, say and spell it
· turn the card over and say and spell it from memory. 
Extending the activity
· Have students store the cards and use them daily for revision.
· Use this set of cards with other vocab cards to play sound dominoes, matching final and initial sounds.
6.24 Greenhouse gases
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Climate change
Activity type/skill: Collocation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Use target words in context to construct meaning.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the top of the student worksheet and have students work in pairs or individually to tick the endings that make sense. 
2. Look at the bottom of the student worksheet and have student write sentence endings from the box to complete sensible sentences. 
Answers: 
A

Greenhouse gases
are gases in the earth’s atmosphere. 

absorb heat. 

include carbon dioxide CO2, methane CH4 and nitrous oxide N2O. 

prevent us from seeing the sun (sometimes). 

act like a blanket to keep in heat. 

are produced by burning fossil fuels. 
B
The sun radiates heat and light. 
Plants release carbon dioxide when they decay. 
Breathing is a natural process. 
If there were no greenhouse gases, Earth would be too cold for living things. 
Greenhouse gases act like the roof of a greenhouse. 
If we destroy forests, more carbon will be stored in the air. 
CO2, CH4 and N2O are greenhouse gases. 
6.25 Matching verbs and nouns
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Climate change
Activity type/skill: Collocation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Identify words that go with the target words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the top of the student worksheet and have students tick the grid if the words can go together. 
2. Encourage discussion and mark the work together. 
Extending the activity
· Have students list more words that can go with the verbs listed. 
· Have students write sentences using the words. 
6.26 Finish this sentence – climate change
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Climate change
Activity type/skill: Word forms
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Become familiar with different forms of target vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the bottom of the student worksheet and talk about the words on the left: 
· Pronounce the words and have the students repeat them. 
· Identify the core of the word that is common to all forms. 
· Identify the suffixes and ask students to guess what part of speech they might indicate. 
2. Have students complete the box on the right using grammatical knowledge and the number of dashes to help them find and write the correct forms. Have them identify the forms and where they come in the sentence. 
3. Have them take turns to read the sentences aloud to the group. 
Extending the activity 
· Find the words and their different meanings in the dictionary. 
· Have students make sentences using the words in alternative contexts and with different meanings. Have students read out their sentences and encourage others to talk about the usage and correct any errors together. 
6.27 Definitions
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Climate change
Activity type/skill: Word meanings
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Consolidate understanding of target vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and explain to students that a definition is a statement that explains the meaning of a word or phrase. 
2. Look back at the word lists and talk about the sentences that are definitions and the sentences that give examples of the use of words. 
3. In the column headed Definition 1, have students write their own definition of the words in the left-hand column, draw a picture to define the word or write the word in their own language. 
4. Dictate the following definitions for students to write under Definition 2. Deliver the definitions as you would for any dictation, allowing plenty of time for students to write, then repeating for them to check their work. Alternatively, you could make an enlarged photocopy of words and definitions, cut it into strips and divide them among the students. They could then take turns to say the word and dictate the definition for the others to write. 
	to prevent
	to stop something happening 

	to be responsible for
	to cause 

	efficient
	working well with no waste 

	to absorb
	to soak up 

	agriculture
	a system of farming animals and crops 

	to die
	to stop living 

	to contain
	to have inside 

	to destroy
	to damage so there is nothing left 

	a quantity
	an amount 

	to reach
	to get to where you are going 

	the source
	where something comes from 

	to reduce
	to make less of something 


5. When you have finished dictating, have students work in pairs to compare their own definitions with the ones they have just written. The wording may not be exactly the same, but they should be satisfied that the meaning is the same. 
6. Have students fold under the Word column on the left so that they cannot see the words. Then ask them to read the definitions and write the word that has been defined in the Word column on the right. 
7. Finally, unfold the page and check that they have the same word in each Word column. Make sure that they have used the correct part of speech to match the definition. 
6.28 Carbon dioxide in the air
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Climate change
Activity type/skill: Information transfer
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Produce target vocabulary in new contexts.
· Interpret diagrams and transfer information to another form.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and have students work in pairs to find the differences between the human activity diagram and the natural process diagram and write them in note form, for example, more carbon dioxide released, big trucks on the road. 
2. Make it a competition to see which pair can find the most differences, then check that everyone writes a complete list. 
6.29 Effects of climate change
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Climate change
Activity type/skill: Orientation
Literacy focus: Listening
Genre: Information reports
Objective

· Introduce the subtopic effects of climate change.
· Make links with prior knowledge. 
· Recall relevant vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet. Write the questions on the board then talk about them one by one to draw out students’ existing knowledge of the possible effects of climate change. This may include global warming. Point out that global warming is only one aspect of climate change. They will have ideas from the previous section. 
2. Record their ideas as bulleted notes on the board and have them copy them on their worksheets to come back to when they have finished this section. 
6.30 What could happen to New Zealand’s climate?
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Climate change
Activity type/skill: Identifying information
Literacy focus: Listening

Genre: Information reports
Objective

· Use multiple sources to gain information.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 6.30
What to do
1. Look at the first page of the student worksheet and explain to students that they will read a text about climate change, then listen to an interview.

2. Before they read or listen, have students look at the statements on the second page of the student worksheet. Explain that they will be asked to tick the circle to say whether they read or heard the information or both. 
3. Read the text together and talk about it, then play track 6.30 (Track 7 for this topic) and listen to the interview. 
4. Have students talk about their answers in pairs or small groups. Students may want to listen again before they can agree on the correct answers. 
Answers: 
	
	Read
	Heard

	· There will be more severe storms and cyclones in Pacific countries. 
	
	(

	· Sea levels will rise as a result of climate change. 
	(
	(

	· Ice in polar regions will melt. 
	(
	

	· There may be more droughts and water shortages. 
	(
	(

	· Warm winters will reduce the demand for electricity. 
	
	(

	· There will be more pest and disease problems like dengue fever that is carried by mosquitoes. 
	(
	(

	· New technologies that use solar power, wind energy and wave energy produce no greenhouse gases. 
	
	(

	· Some plants and animals that have adapted to current conditions may not survive if their habitats change. 
	(
	(

	· Using a bike, skateboard or walking to get around are all ways we can help reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
	
	(

	· Hotter summers mean we will use more electricity for air conditioning.
	
	(

	· The Kyoto Protocol is an agreement between countries which want to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
	
	(

	· Reducing the amount of electricity we use in our homes can help reduce the amount of greenhouse gas emissions.
	
	(


Extending the activity 
· Find out more on the internet, for example, www.teachers.ash.org.au/jmresources/climate/change.htm.
· Ask students how they think climate change will affect their countries. 
6.31 Matching statements
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Climate change
Activity type/skill: Listening accuracy
Literacy focus: Listening

Genre: Information reports
Objective

· Develop accuracy when listening for information.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 6.31
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and explain to students that they will hear seven pairs of sentences. Each sentence in a pair is said by a different speaker and each is worded differently. Students must decide whether the meaning of the sentences is the same, even though the wording is different, and put a tick in the circles beside the pairs that mean the same. 
2. Play track 6.31 (Track 8 for this topic) and complete the activity.
3. Have them compare their answers and listen again if they do not agree. 
Answers:

	1. Earth’s temperatures are rising.
	=
	Temperatures on Earth are getting hotter. 

	2. Greenhouse gases trap heat in the earth’s atmosphere.
	=
	Greenhouse gases in the earth’s atmosphere act like a blanket keeping the earth warm. 

	3. The polar ice caps will melt and cause sea levels to rise. 
	
	There will be more floods caused by heavier rainfall. 

	4. Low, flat islands in the Pacific Ocean will disappear under the sea.
	
	Two low, flat islands in the Pacific Ocean have already disappeared under the sea. 

	5. Climate change will cause weather patterns to change.
	=
	Weather patterns will be different because of climate change. 

	6. If it gets warmer, some plants may die and so will the birds and insects that depend on them.
	
	If it gets warmer, some animals will not be able to survive if their habitats are destroyed. 

	7. There are plenty of things we can do to help slow down global warming.
	
	There’s not much we can do to help slow down global warming.


Extending the activity 
· Use the sentences in this activity in the following techniques: 
· Oral cloze – say a sentence and stop before the end for students to complete it. 
· Listen and remember – say a sentence, then students must repeat it after you on your signal (a hand movement or tap on a desk). Increase the level of difficulty by increasing the length of the pause before they repeat. 
· Dictation – use the sentences for dictation. 
6.32 Writing target vocabulary – climate change
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Climate change
Activity type/skill: Dictation
Literacy focus: Listening

Genre: Information reports
Objective

· Develop skills in listening for information.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and explain to students that this activity is a type of dictation in which they will use vocabulary they learned in the previous section. 
2. Read the following passage to the students at a normal speed, pausing after each line. 
Climate change 
The increase in greenhouse gases 
is causing climates on Earth to change. 
Temperatures in some places are higher and the weather is hotter. 
Ice and snow are melting. 
As a result, sea levels are rising. 
Climate change will affect people everywhere. 
3. Explain to the students that you will now read the passage sentence by sentence. Students should work individually at this stage. They should not try to write the complete sentence, but note key words or sketch key ideas on the first set of lines. Read sentence by sentence, pausing for about 4 seconds between each. 
4. Working in pairs, have students use their notes or drawings to help them write the sentences from memory on the second set of lines. 
5. Invite one pair to come and write their sentence on the board. Other pairs should compare their sentences and suggest any changes, including punctuation and spelling. 
6. When the wider group is agreed on the sentence, invite another pair to write up the second sentence and so on. 
7. When they have finished, write up the full, correct text or read it for students to make corrections. 
8. Use the correct version of the text on the board for a vanishing cloze exercise. Have students read the text aloud, then rub out words at regular intervals and have them read again inserting the missing words. Rub out more words and have them read again. Continue rubbing out words until they have all gone or students cannot recall any more.
6.33 Kiribati
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Climate change
Activity type/skill: Identifying information

Literacy focus: Listening

Genre: Information reports
Objective

· Listen for meaning in longer texts.
· Gain confidence in listening to more difficult material.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 6.33
What to do
1. Look at both pages of the student worksheet and explain to students that it is very useful for them to learn that they can extract meaning from listening to a longer text even if they do not understand all of it. Talk to them about how they can use prior knowledge of the subject, the introduction/title and picture prompts as they do when watching and listening to a TV programme. 
2. Have them look at the title, read the introduction together, look at the pictures and predict what the article is about. Then read the statements about Taratai, the Kiribati boy who is the subject of the article. (This text is an abridged version of an article from School Journal, Part 4, Number 1, 2002. You can show them the coloured pictures in the article, but the text may be too hard for them to read.)
3. Play track 6.33 (Track 9 for this topic). Listen to the text together then have the students tick the statements about Taratai that are true. 
4. Mark the work together, then talk about how they knew the answers. Use the statements to find out what further information they were able to extract from listening to the article –What does Taratai know about the effects of climate change? What effects has he experienced already? How are they working to protect the coastline? Student can listen again if they want to. 
Answers: 
Taratai Kamaraia
lives on a coral atoll in the Pacific called Kiribati.


knows about the effects of climate change. 

is working with his friends and family to protect their coastline. 
Extending the activity 
· Find story tapes for students to listen to. Texts may be more difficult than they can read, but make sure they are familiar with the topic and have them listen for the general idea. 
6.34 Introducing energy sources
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Orientation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Orientation to the subtopic.
· Make links to prior knowledge.
· Link to the science and social studies curricula.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 6.34
What to do
1. Look at the first and second pages of the student worksheet and discuss the concept of energy. Look at each section in turn, drawing out the students’ knowledge of the subject. Praise all thoughtful answers and write the key words on the board. Ask questions like 
· ‘What else provides us with heat energy?’
· ‘What can you see in this room that contains stored energy?’
· ‘The heater over there changes electrical energy to heat energy. What does the light bulb do?’ 
· ‘Can you think how the energy in that heater could come from the sun?’
2. Look at the third, fourth, fifth and sixth pages of the student worksheet and play track 6.34 (Track 10 for this topic). Have the students read and listen to the text. 
3. Talk about the text. Ask them if they have each of the energy sources in their country. Ask them how is it used, where it is used and who uses it. Tell them how each energy source is used in New Zealand. 
4. Look at the seventh page of the student worksheet and have the students complete the first set of boxes with pictures of the sources of energy used in their countries, for example, a picture of a nuclear power plant producing electricity, a forest of trees or a coalmine. 
5. After more discussion and reference to local websites (such as www.nzs.com/new-zealand-articles/technology/energy.html), have them complete the boxes for New Zealand. 
6. Discuss the terms in the glossary. 
Extending the activity 
· Find simple books and websites about energy, for example, www.eia.doe.gov/kids/, www.re-energy.ca and http://geothermal.marin.org/. 
6.35 Looking at energy
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources

Activity type/skill: Listening to and following instructions

Literacy focus: Vocabulary

Objective

· Recognise vocabulary in context.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 6.35
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and play track 6.35 (Track 11 for this topic). Have students listen and follow the instructions. 
2. Mark the work by listening to the track together and discussing each part. 
Extending the activity 
· Have the students add things to the picture, such as more people using the resources, to your dictation. 
6.36 Kinds of energy
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Using words in new contexts
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Relate information about energy to their own lives.
· Use new vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the top of the student worksheet and read the information together. 
2. Work as a group to complete the information in part A. 
3. Look at the bottom of the student worksheet and talk about renewable and non-renewable resources. Complete the names of the energy sources. 
4. Identify the energy resources used to provide energy in the classroom and decide which are renewable and which are non-renewable. 
Answers:

1. movement energy from food and gravitational energy when you go downhill 
2. stored energy in a battery 
3. heat energy from electricity or gas 
4. wind energy 
5. heat energy, wind energy 
6. heat, sound and movement energy from oil 
7. light and sound energy from electricity 
8. movement and heat energy from electricity 
9. heat energy from wood or coal. 
Renewable energy – living things, sun, wind, water

Non-renewable energy – nuclear, oil, gas, coal

6.37 Target vocabulary – energy sources
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Word list

Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Introduce target vocabulary. 
· Experience spoken and written forms and their usage. 
· Use a dictionary to find out more about the words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 6.37
What to do
1. Play track 6.37 (Track 12 for this topic) and have students look at both pages of the student worksheet as they hear each word and its extensions (tense variations and plurals) and the word in a defining context. 
	atom
	battery
	burn
	bury
	chemical

	dirty
	elastic
	include
	layer
	limit

	mine
	power
	rate
	recent
	renew

	special
	steam
	supply
	tide
	wise


2. Have students listen again and repeat the words. 
3. Have students copy the words in the spaces. Remind them how to use the number of dashes to help them decide on the correct form of the word.
4. Point out plurals (‘Everything is made of chemicals’) and changed verb forms (‘If something is renewed, it is made new again’). 
5. Have the students look up two or three of the words in a learner’s dictionary, choose the correct meaning and read it to the group. Find other meanings of the word they may recognise and discuss them.
Extending the activity
· Write suitable words from the list on the board and add the other forms of the word. Talk about parts of speech and how parts of speech can be recognised. For example, chemical (adjective) and chemically (adverb); recent (adjective) and recently (adverb). Allow the students to discover similarities for themselves. 
· Ask the students to provide words that might follow or precede list words or are associated with them in meaning. For example, smoke is often preceded by ‘thick’ or ‘black’ and is associated with fire, heat, sparks and so on. 
· Explain that some of the words may have different meanings in different contexts. For example, in physics, they will need to know that power is the rate of doing work (work divided by time and measured in watts). Ask students if they have encountered the words in other contexts and talk about different meanings. Help them find a link between the meanings where appropriate. 

6.38 Identifying target vocabulary – energy sources
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Wordfind
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Identify and spell target vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the top of the student worksheet and explain to students that they are to create their own wordfind using the words from Activity 6.37.

2. Talk about the conventions of wordfinds: 
· The words are hidden among other letters. 
· They all appear horizontally.
· Words must always be separated by at least one letter. 
· The additional letters must not form words. 
3. Check each wordfind and then have them give their wordfind to a partner to complete. 
6.39 Pronouncing target vocabulary – energy sources
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Pronunciation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Pronounce words.
· Identify the sound of words. 
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Conservation vocab cards 

What to do
1. Have students look at the words at the bottom of the worksheet or the conservation vocab card.
2. Say the words and ask students to circle them. 
3. Say the words and ask students to repeat them. 
4. Tap out the rhythm of words. 
5. Point to words at random and ask students to say them. 
6. Have students point to words for other students to say.
7. If there are more than two students, play the whispering game. Have the students form a line. Whisper one of the words in the first student’s ear. This continues to the end of the line. The last person must write the word they hear on the blackboard. 
6.40 Recognising target vocabulary – energy sources

Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Bingo
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Recognise the form and sound of the words.

What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Have students write one different word from the word list in each box in the first card on the student worksheet. 
2. Have students work in pairs to check spelling and legibility. 
3. Call out words in random order for students to put a line through the word on their card. The first student with all words crossed out wins. 
4. Play again using the second card.
6.41 Spelling target vocabulary – energy sources
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Hangman
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Spelling target vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Have students look at the top of the student worksheet and explain how to play hangman:

· Students work in a group or pairs. 
· Student A thinks of a word and writes down as many dashes as there are letters in the word. 
· Student B guesses what letters are in the word, and Student A writes each letter down. 
· Student A writes a correct guess on the appropriate dash. If a letter occurs more than once in the word, all letters must be written down. 
· If Student B names a letter that is not in the word, Student A starts to draw some gallows. The game continues until student B guesses the word or until the person on the gallows is hanged. The gallows are drawn like this: 
[image: image2.emf]
2. Have students take turns to be the hangman.

Extending the activity
· Play often.
6.42 Making sentences 
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Collocation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Recognise the environment in which words normally occur.
· Gain understanding of the construction of sentences.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the bottom of the student worksheet and explain that they must match the correct beginning with the correct ending to make sentences.
2. Have the students work in pairs and work with one group of divided sentences at a time. They must both agree that they have chosen the correct beginnings to go with the correct endings before they write the sentences on the lines below. 
3. Have the students read the sentences they formed to the group. Then have them work on the second group of sentences. 
Extending the activity 
· Read aloud material that contains the list words and stop when you have read a list word. Ask them to guess the following word or phrase. 
6.43 Familiarisation with target vocabulary – energy sources

Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Word cards
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Gain familiarity with spoken and written forms of words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Scissors
What to do

1. Have students cut out the 20 word cards on the student worksheet and place them face up in front of them.
2. Have students point to each word as you say them in random order.

3. Have students sort words into categories, for example:

· the same number of syllables
· the same initial sound
· the same final sound
· the same medial vowel sound
· the same sound for the letter ‘a’.

4. Have students:

· place the cards face down
· pick up a card, say and spell it
· turn the card over and say and spell it from memory. 
Extending the activity
· Have students store the cards and use them daily for revision.
· Use this set of cards with other vocab cards to play sound dominoes, matching final and initial sounds.
6.44 Finish this sentence – energy sources
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Word forms
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Become familiar with different forms of target words.
· Notice common grammatical suffixes.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and talk about the words from the word list, then help students place the words in the correct spaces using word length as a check on accuracy. 
2. Have them complete the exercise in pairs or as a class group. Give help with any unknown words if it is needed. Once they have agreed on the correct answers, have them read the sentences aloud. Explain that they may often be able to make corrections to their work by reading aloud to test whether it ‘sounds right’.
3. Read the words and sentences together. Ask questions:

· In what way does ‘special’ look different from ‘specially’?
· Can you see any other words that end the same way?
· Can you work out why they have a similar ending? 
Extending the activity 

· Draw the students’ attention to different forms of words they find when they are reading or using the internet. 
· Allow them to form their own hypotheses about the reasons for word changes and discuss any atypical forms. 
6.45 Spelling target vocabulary – energy sources
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Missing words
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Focus on the form and meaning of target words.
· Say and spell target words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Have students work in pairs. Fold the student worksheet down the centre line so Student A can only see one side and Student B the other. 
2. Explain what to do:

· Student A reads out the first sentence on their sheet. 
· Student B listens and compares it to their sentence. 
· Together, they work out and spell to each other if necessary the missing words and write them in the spaces. They must check by spelling and rereading the sentences to each other that they have a sensible sentence. 
· Student B reads their sentence 2 and so on. 
3. Mark the sentences by giving a mark only to correct spelling. Make it a competition between pairs. 
Extending the activity 
· Write the sentences on the board and have the students come and insert words. 
6.46 Energy sources target vocabulary – same or different?
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Equations
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Process the meaning of target vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do

1. Have students work in pairs using one student worksheet. 
2. Suggest that one of them reads or describes what is in the box on the left and the other does the same for the box on the right. 
3. They have to decide if both sides mean the same. If they think they are the same, they tick the circle. If they think they mean different things, they put a cross in the circle.
4. Encourage discussion – decisions must be justified.
6.47 Drawing nature scenes
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources

Activity type/skill: Listening to and following instructions

Literacy focus: Vocabulary

Objective

· Hear new vocabulary in a supported context.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 6.47
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and play track 6.47 (Track 13 for this topic) and have the students listen to the track and complete the pictures. 
2. Listen to the track again together and have the students explain to you why they have drawn what they have. 
Extending the activity 
· Use this activity regularly. Draw a background of whatever is needed to provide practice in using the vocabulary of a certain subject, then tell the students to add certain things to the picture, for example, if they are working on the subject Antarctica:

· ‘Han, draw two penguins swimming under the water.’ 
· ‘Maryan, draw some clouds and snow falling.’ 
· ‘Ali, there is something in the water that is trying to catch those penguins. Think what it could be and draw it.’ 
· ‘Yi Yi, can you write the name of the creature Ali drew? Write its name near its tail.’ 
6.48 Make a conservation game
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Organising information
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Use target vocabulary in a communicative activity.
· Produce correct forms while focusing on meaning.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Explain to students that they need to work in small groups to construct a board game using one of these themes: 
· Keeping water clean 
· Slowing down global warming 
· Using energy sources wisely 
2. Look at the student worksheet – the first page has the criteria for the game and the second, third and fourth pages are things they can use to create the game – card cut-outs and a game board.
3. Explain that they should look at the criteria on the worksheet page and must: 
· work out and write clear instructions for playing the game
· compose their own cards that allow players to move backwards or forwards on the track and should include good conservation features that allow players to move forward and things that are harmful to the environment that force players backwards on the board – encourage them to use other student worksheets, library books and internet sites to help them think of good cards
· finish the board and cards in any way they like
· give the game a name
· play the game with you
· add a criterion for judging their game above the last line of boxes on the first page of the student in the worksheet – they should choose an aspect they think they have done especially well. 
· rate the game overall for all the criteria. 
The most important learning goes on when they are discussing how to make a workable game, then when they are researching and deciding what to put on the cards and lastly when they are editing their work to make it usable by others. This activity will probably take more than one learning session. 
Extending the activity 
· Have the students make alternative cards on any subject that is important to their learning at the moment. 
6.49 Introducing energy conservation
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Orientation
Literacy focus: Speaking
Genre: Persuasive texts
Objective

· Revise and use the target vocabulary.
· Draw on existing knowledge.
· Provide an opportunity for speaking about a curriculum topic in a supported situation.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and talk generally about what the students already know about energy resources. Be sure to cover the idea of renewable resources such as solar energy, wind energy and hydro electricity and non-renewable resources such as fossil fuels. Talk also about the idea of conserving energy to ensure that supplies of things like oil last longer. 
2. Have a student point to a box and say another student’s name. The person named must complete the statement. Support learning by supplying vocabulary, asking for repetition if grammar is faulty and praising clear, accurate answers. 
3. When the student has completed their response, they point to another box and say another student’s name. The response must be acceptable to the group before the activity continues. 
6.50 Say it another way
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Rewording statements
Literacy focus: Speaking
Genre: Persuasive texts
Objective

· Extend knowledge of sentence structure.
· Work with target vocabulary to produce new constructions.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the top of the student worksheet and explain that the students have to work in pairs to think of another way to say each sentence. For example: 
· Fossil fuels are non-renewable.

· Fossil fuels cannot be used again.

· It is not possible to use oil, gas and coal more than once.
2. Keep the score for the largest number of accurate sentences. Students may make as many accurate sentences as they can for each number. 
Extending the activity 
· Choose sentences from any text familiar to the group and have them provide alternative ways of expressing the ideas. 
· Work with spoken sentences as the input. 
· Write two or three sentence texts on the board and have the students write rather than say an alternative version.
6.51 Fossil fuels
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Dictation
Literacy focus: Speaking
Genre: Persuasive texts
Objective

· Focus on spoken and written form.
· Provide an opportunity to talk about form.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Have the students work in pairs and explain that they can write notes to remind them of what you said while you talk. Read this text to them slowly, twice:

The earth has limited supplies of fossil fuels and we are quickly using them up. The world could run out of oil and natural gas in your lifetime. It could run out of coal in a few hundred years. 
2. Then have them work together to remember and reconstruct the text on paper. When they have produced the best they can, get them to write it on the board. If there is more than one pair, have the others do this with their versions and try again working together to make an even more accurate version.
3. Write the correct version on the board and let them compare their versions with it. Then rub all versions out and read the text again. 
4. Have them individually write the text on the bottom of the student worksheet. 
Extending the activity 
· Use other short, simple texts for the same activity. 
6.52 Save the planet!
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Noughts and crosses
Literacy focus: Speaking
Genre: Persuasive texts
Objective

· Speak fluently using known vocabulary and structures.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Before starting this activity, you will need to have prepared a supply of 5–10 questions on each of the subjects on the noughts and crosses grid. Use the material from other activities and the internet as a base for your questions. This is a fluency exercise, so make the questions very simple but do not use questions that require a yes/no answer, for example: 
Renewable energy resources 
· Tell me the name of a renewable energy resource. (Ask this several times.) 
· What is a renewable energy resource? 
· Why are renewable energy resources important? 
Energy resources 
· Tell me the name of an energy resource that gets its energy from the sun. (Ask this several times.) 
· Tell me one thing we use energy resources for. 
Natural gas 
· What is natural gas used for? 
· Where is natural gas formed? 
Wind energy 
· Tell me one way we use wind energy. 
· What causes wind energy? 
Nuclear energy 
· How is nuclear energy made? 
· Tell me a problem about using nuclear energy. 
Energy from living things 
· What is a form of energy from living things (biomass) that we often use to heat houses? 
· Explain how energy from living things comes from the sun. 
2. Check that the students know how to play noughts and crosses. Play a few games on the board with them. 
3. Copy the grid from the student worksheet on to the board and divide the group into two teams (a pair is fine). 
4. Play the game: 

· A student from Team 1 chooses a square on the noughts and crosses grid and you give the group a question on that subject. 
· If they don’t answer correctly, a student from Team 2 tries to answer the question. 
· If they get the answer correct put a nought in that box, then it’s Team 2’s turn. 
· The first team to get a line of noughts or crosses wins. 
6.53 Biomass versus fossil fuels
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Giving a short talk
Literacy focus: Speaking
Genre: Persuasive texts
Objective

· Talk on a familiar subject in a supported context.
· Focus on accuracy of content and expression.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Revise what the students already know about biomass (energy from living things) and fossil fuels. 
2. Look at the first page of the student worksheet and have students take turns to read the texts aloud. 
3. Look at the second page of the student worksheet and have the students work in pairs to complete the information table. 
4. Have each student select one of the topics – biomass or fossil fuels – and use information from the table to make notes for a short talk that should cover at least four of the sections mentioned in the table. 
5. Let them prepare and practise their talks at home and they give a talk on the subject to an audience (two or more people). Support their delivery with prompts and suggestions if help is needed. 
6. Afterwards, in private, comment positively on these aspects for each student: 
· clarity of speech 
· accuracy of language use 
· accuracy of information 
· amount of information. 
7. Fill out the certificate on the third page of the student worksheet with the student’s name on the top line, what they spoke about on the next line and write one positive comment on the bottom lines before signing and dating the certificate. 
6.54 Introducing persuasive texts
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Orientation
Literacy focus: Writing
Genre: Persuasive texts
Objective

· Recall vocabulary and subject matter relating to these aspects of conservation – water use, climate change and energy issues.
· Provide links to prior knowledge.
· Introduce the conventions of writing opinions (argument).
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet. Read the question at the top of the page and read and discuss the given opinions. Draw out the students’ knowledge of the topic and its vocabulary by asking questions about the pictures like: 
· ‘Which students think we should plant more trees?’ 
· ‘Read out one reason why we should plant more trees’ 
· ‘Which students do you agree with? Why?’ 
· ‘Can you think of one more reason why we should plant more trees?’ 
· ‘Should more trees be planted in your country? Why?’ 
2. Emphasise that it is alright to have any opinion if you can justify/give a reason for your opinion. There are no rights and wrongs. 
3. Have students write one reason why we should or why we should not plant more trees in the empty speech bubble at the bottom of the worksheet. 
Extending the activity 
· Introduce a general topic that is often argued about by the school population. Write it on the board as a question. Have students make statements like ‘I think we/the school/the principal should… because…’, ‘If we… we would…’

6.55 Should New Zealanders plant more trees?
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Text organisation
Literacy focus: Writing
Genre: Persuasive texts
Objective

· Introduce the organisation of an argument.
· Identify the structure of an argument.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the first page of the student worksheet and explain to students that writing a response to a question requires them to give their opinion and reasons to support it. 
2. Talk through the parts of the text and have students identify these:

· Question as title. 
· Body of the text in four paragraphs. 
· Opening statement of opinion and overview of reasons. Point out the use of ‘I think…’ followed by wording from the title. 
· Reasons that support the opinion that form paragraphs with a temporal conjunction (Firstly), a main idea/topic sentence and details relevant to the main idea.

· Closing statement that links to the opinion stated in the opening paragraph. 
3. Look at the second page of the student worksheet and explain that the paragraphs are in jumbled order. Have them find the opening statement and label it. 
4. Draw attention to how a negative opinion is expressed. Talk about the paragraphs giving reasons. Have them identify the main idea in these paragraphs and find the supporting detail. 
5. Have them label the other parts of the text. 
6.56 Should we use less electricity?
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Text organisation
Literacy focus: Writing
Genre: Persuasive texts
Objective

· Become familiar with the structure of an argument.
· Distinguish between arguments for and against.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and talk about the question. Have students decide whether they think we should or shouldn’t use less electricity. 
2. Explain that there are two jumbled texts at the bottom of the worksheet. Have students identify the parts of the text that support their own opinion and copy them in the correct order on the lines above. 
Extending the activity 
· Have students take turns to state their opinion on another topic – Should we use less oil? – and support it with detailed reasons. Have other students interrupt with Why? if reasons are not given and supported adequately. 
· Give the group a topic and divide the students into teams – one to take the affirmative and the other the negative for a simple debate. Give the teams time to develop their arguments and present them – one student gives the opening, another gives reason 1, another gives reason 2, another gives the closing, in sequence. At the end, the whole group votes on which team was the most convincing. 
6.57 Using wind energy
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources
Activity type/skill: Text organisation
Literacy focus: Writing
Genre: Persuasive texts
Objective

· Become familiar with the structure of an argument.
· Use punctuation and word order to construct sentences.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Have the students work in pairs and cut up a copy of the first page of the student worksheet for them to work with. 
2. Explain that they need to sort the pieces into beginnings and endings to make sensible sentences and then put the sentences into the correct order to make an argument. Draw out the ways they might identify sentence beginnings and sentence endings (capital letters, full stops.) 
3. Ask them to identify the title, opening, reasons with details and closing. 
4. Work with the sentence parts in other ways: 

· Divide them into sentence beginnings and endings again as fast as they can. 

· Pick up the sentence beginnings only. Read them out loud one by one. The students race to choose the correct ending. 
· Ask them to find parts of the argument: ‘Find the opening’, ‘Find the first reason’, ‘How did you know it was the first one?’, ‘Tell me one reason why the writer thinks using wind energy is a good idea’, ‘Find the closing’. 
· Get them to compare the opening and the closing. Do they repeat the same idea in different words? 
5. Have them copy the arguments on the second page of the student worksheet, putting each part in the appropriate place. 
Extending the activity 
· If this has been a difficult exercise for the students, write a short argument on a subject that is important to the students at the moment, for example, ‘Should there be books in the Chinese language in our library?’ Write it giving the opposite opinion to the one you expect the students to hold. Cut it into a jigsaw and have them piece it together. Then, together, write an exposition for the opposite point of view, using your writing as a model.
6.58 Should we…?
Topic: Conservation 
Subtopic: Energy sources

Activity type/skill: Planning and writing
Literacy focus: Writing
Genre: Persuasive texts
Objective

· Write an argument independently using appropriate structure and language features.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the first page of the student worksheet and read through the writing task together.
2. Talk about the way writing tasks are usually worded in the students’ classes. 
3. Have students write a rough draft in the space provided. Check that they edit and proofread their draft carefully. 
4. Have students write a final copy on the second page of the student worksheet. 
5. Use the checklist to rate the students’ work
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