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Teacher Guidelines:

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Context/setting:


This resource may be used in the context of a text-based unit.

Students will identify key ideas about a character and present them in the form of a spoken monologue.  They will plan and use a range of verbal /dramatic techniques.  There are close links between this activity and the close-reading and poetic writing strands.

Conditions:

This activity requires both classroom and homework time.

Task 3 should be completed under teacher supervision to ensure authenticity. 

Teachers may actively guide students through all activities except Tasks 3 and 4.

Resource requirements:

Access to texts from classroom based programmes.

Access to the templates and exemplars contained within.

Access to costumes/props/ AV resources as appropriate.

Additional information:

Students will need opportunities to rehearse in individual, pair or small group situations, as well as for peer and teacher feedback.
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Student Instructions Sheet

You will prepare and deliver a monologue of at least two minutes for a character in a text you have studied in class. Your performance is intended for your class and teacher.

You will identify key ideas about your character and learn techniques for presenting these in a clear, original and dramatic way.

You will be assessed on how well you:

· use verbal and visual/dramatic techniques to communicate ideas about your character to your audience

· identify specific techniques used in your monologue, and the reasons you used them 

Task 1: Getting To Know Your Character

a) Select a key character from a text you have studied.

b) Read the sample character overview on page 3 based on Ben Ross from the novel The Wave.

SAMPLE CHARACTER OVERVIEW 

MAIN CHARACTER


AGE, 

OCCUPATION AND 

INTERESTS


ATTITUDES AND 

OPINIONS



KEY QUOTATIONS

AND CATCHPHRASES


DESCRIPTION

c) Complete this character overview template for an important character taken from a text you have studied.

MAIN CHARACTER



AGE, 

OCCUPATION AND 

INTERESTS


ATTITUDES AND 

OPINIONS



KEY QUOTATIONS

AND CATCHPHRASES


DESCRIPTION

Task 2: Talking the Talk

a) 
Choose a main focus for your monologue. 

You could:

· reflect on recent events that brought your character to this point, and the effect they have had

· discuss your character’s hopes and dreams, problems and fears

· analyse your character’s relationships with other characters

b) 
Read the ‘Content Features of a Monologue’ list below. 

Content Features of a Monologue

· interesting beginning to gain attention

· first-person narration

· central focus

· language used makes it convincing that it is the character’s voice the audience is hearing. This can be achieved by using the type of vocabulary your character would use, and by incorporating your character’s typical mannerisms, speech patterns, key phrases and expressions

· focus on a character’s thoughts and feelings – not on plot 

· dialogue incorporated from the text

c) Read the sample monologue on page 7 and see how content features have been used by one student.

Sample Monologue: Ben Ross – key character from ‘The Wave’













d) Write your monologue. Remember that your audience knows this character well.  You will need to be accurate in your references to the text.

Task 3: Walking the Walk

a) Brainstorm key aspects you want to show about your character. 

b) Choose the three most important aspects. These should include aspects about personality, emotions and attitudes, as well as factual details.

c) Read the sample table below showing how one student planned the presentation of his monologue. 

Techniques Table

Key idea
Technique 1
Technique 2
Technique 3

History teacher
costume – wear a tie 


set – write notes about history on whiteboard. Stand in front of it during performance


voice – speak in a loud, deep, authoritative voice

Believes that discipline is the answer to all his students’ problems


upright posture
prop – a cane
voice – well spoken, formal voice

He’s a lot like Hitler


facial expressions -fixed, staring eyes – like a madman


gives Wave salute in crisp, military style
voice – dramatic changes in volume – from quiet to shouting



d) Complete the table below to show techniques you will use in your performance to

communicate ideas about your character.  You should include a range of verbal and 

visual techniques. You could choose more than three techniques.

Visual techniques could include gestures, body language, facial expressions, props, 

costume, set, lighting.

Verbal techniques could include voice, music, sound effects.

Techniques Table

Key idea
Technique 1
Technique 2
Technique 3
















e) Read the sample below which shows how one student planned to use performance techniques in their monologue.

Sample Monologue: Ben Ross – key character from ‘The Wave’







f) Annotate a written transcript of your monologue to show specific examples of  where and how you plan to use visual and verbal techniques to communicate important ideas about your character.

g) Look over the annotated transcript extracts and techniques tables on pages11–14 and discuss what aspects are successful and what could be developed further. You may not use any parts of these exemplars in your monologue.

Task 4: 

a) Rehearse your monologue alone, with a partner,or in small groups as directed by your teacher. Your teacher will give you opportunities for self, peer and teacher feedback during the rehearsal process.

b) Perform your monologue to the class.

c) During your performance you may have used other techniques. You may now wish to add these to your techniques table on page 8 which you filled out before your performance. To gain achievement, merit or excellence you must identify the techniques you used and their intended effects.

Exemplar A: Achievement




Techniques Table

Key idea
Technique 1
Technique 2
Technique 3

Robert is Mr Ross’s bodyguard
I wore a black jacket that a bodyguard might wear


I stood upright and staunch


I raised my eyebrows and looked proud when I talked about being appointed

Robert is really proud to be a Wave member


I put my hand on my heart when I talked about The Wave


I pointed at the audience when I said ‘Vote for The Wave’ to show I really believed in it
I spread my arms out when I said that the Wave had been good for the whole school to show that everybody had benefited



Robert hates Laurie



 I shrugged my shoulders when I said the fight was ‘nothing’ to show that I thought she was making a big deal out of nothing


I paused and screwed up my face when I said ‘Laurie’ to show how much I detest her

Exemplar B: Not Achieved



Techniques Table


Key idea
Technique 1
Technique 2
Technique 3

Amy dislikes Laurie


Shake my head when I say “Can’t be a princess anymore”.
Screw up my face when I talk about her ‘perpetual smile’.
Say her name in a sarcastic voice

Amy loves The Wave


Smile and look proud when discussing The Wave
Give the Wave salute
Emphasise the word ‘lies’ to show that Amy is protective of The Wave



Amy is a high school student


Wear my school uniform


Perform in a classroom
Look my normal age 

Exemplar C: Excellence

Laurie’s monologue

Let go of me! Let go of me!

I hate you! I hate The Wave! I hate everybody! OK!


He pushed me. David actually pushed me! He hurt me…. I loved him so much…he’s thrown it away for the Wave? How could he? I loved him. I wanted to spend the rest of my life with him.  What life can I have now? My best friend Amy has left me. Today she told me all these things about how she doesn’t have to compete with me. I know she’s always competing but I didn’t know she felt this way. I could always try it again to be her friend but she doesn’t want to. Even if David was here with me it wouldn’t be so bad but he’s not.


The stupid Wave is getting out of hand. Everybody thinks it’s such a good thing but how can it be? It was just an experiment - an experiment that’s going really wrong. Everybody’s just getting caught up in it. Mr Ross thinks he’s such a hero – stupid dictator!  He should just be a teacher – do what he’s paid for – but no he wants to be someone important.

This is really really bad. My class is flooded. It has people who don’t belong there. Whether good is going to come out of it or not I don’t know but so far it’s not good. People are being threatened and everything so I wrote an article. What’s so bad about that? It’s only the truth. I just wanted people to know. I didn’t want them to think that it was bad.
Techniques table

Key idea
Technique 1
Technique 2
Technique 3

Laurie is sad about the changes which have occurred at her school and her loss of Amy as a friend.
I dropped my tone and volume to show I was hurt that Amy was no longer my friend.
I looked around the room to suggest I was remembering what Amy had said and that I was hurt by her comments.
I slowed down and paused between words to show the changes were serious:

“it’s really…really… bad…”

Laurie is strongly opposed to the Wave.
My voice became stronger and louder when talking about the Wave. 
I reached out with my arms when I said ”dictator” to suggest it was a big deal to Mr Ross.


Laurie is hurt and confused by her treatment from David.
I curled up as if trying to comfort myself.
My voice was emotional as if trying to hold back the tears.
I put my hands to my forehead and dropped my head in despair.

Assessment Schedule:
Eng/1/8-B version 3


Descriptor
Example 

Achievement
Performance communicates straightforward ideas about a character’s feelings/ personality/ attitude in the form of a monologue delivered to class.

Verbal and visual/dramatic techniques are used appropriately.

Verbal and visual techniques used, and their intended effect, are identified in Techniques Table
Refer exemplar B on page 12.



Merit
Performance communicates developed ideas about a character’s feelings/ personality/ attitude in the form of a monologue delivered to  class.

Several verbal and visual techniques are used with effect.

Verbal and visual techniques used, and their intended effect, are identified in Techniques Table
Merit exemplar not yet available for this activity.


Excellence
Performance communicates fully developed ideas about a character’s feelings/ personality/ attitude in the form of a monologue delivered to  class.

A range of verbal and visual techniques are used with striking and original effect.

Verbal and visual techniques used, and their intended effect, are identified in Techniques Table
Refer exemplar C on page 14.

























































Verbal and visual/dramatic techniques are identified. 


Intended effects are identified.








Appropriate verbal and visual/dramatic techniques used with striking effect: 


effective inflection and emphasis to create her worried sad mood


sustained use of appropriate gesture and facial expression.





Communicates fully developed ideas about Laurie and her concerns and feelings about the Wave and its effect on others and herself.








Several of the verbal and visual techniques identified in Techniques Table do not correspond to techniques used. 








Verbal and visual/dramatic techniques:


emphasis on some words but generally little expression


fast delivery – hard to follow in places.


largely read





Amy’s Monologue





Did you know that half the parents in school say to their children, “Why can’t you be like Laurie Saunders?”  Laurie you’re so stubborn trying to stop people being in ‘The Wave’. Now you’ve written a stupid article made up of lies about ‘The Wave’. The only reason you’re against The Wave is because you can’t be a princess anymore!”


It’s so hard competing with Laurie, I mean, she’s always been a Little Miss Perfect who gets straight A’s, her perpetual smile, short brown hair. How can I compete with that? I mean, right now she’s going steady with David, a popular, drop dead gorgeous football player. And her fussy attitude.  How can I compete?


Ever since The Wave started everyone’s become equal. The Wave proved to me that I don’t have to get good grades or date a football player. I can just be me and feel great about it. ‘The Wave’ is one of the best things that has happened to me.  When ‘The Wave’ first started I wasn’t really interested, because I thought it sounded meaningless and dumb.  But when our history teacher Mr. Ross went on about it, I felt caught up in this new game.  I was convinced that ‘the Wave would unite everyone together, that there wasn’t going to be a popularity contest anymore, we will all be treated equally. 


The Wave had inspired me a great deal. When he told us we were going to study strength and discipline most of us groaned but as I listened I understood the message he was trying to get through to us. Even my classmates became interested and curious. As well as Strength Through Discipline there was Strength Through Community, and Action. All these things are important to everyday life nowadays. They will determine if we are successful or not. I believe that in the future everybody’s life will be affected by The Wave.





Communicates straightforward ideas 








Verbal and visual/dramatic techniques are identified. 


Intended effects are identified.





Appropriate verbal and visual/dramatic techniques used:


Voice is clear. 


Direct address shows awareness of audience.


Variation in volume to emphasise specific ideas.


Facial expressions and gestures are used but performance is a little stilted.


Language and delivery is appropriate to audience and purpose.








Communicates straightforward ideas about Robert’s attitude to the Wave but not developed.











Robert’s Monologue:The Best Week of my Life





My name is Robert.  Not Rob, just Robert. Recently I was appointed to the position of Personal Bodyguard for Mr. Ross. Isn’t that great? I mean, I’m finally getting the respect I deserve. Like I say I’ve got respect and a high position in The Wave membership, so that’s really a good thing. Since The Wave has had such a good effect on me it’s having a good effect on the whole school.


But there’s just one little barrier and that happens to be trying to stop it and her name is Laurie. She has a tool, the ability to write articles in the student newspaper and she’s done that and she’s written a whole newspaper about how The Wave’s really bad. She also said she’s been given an anonymous letter from someone who says they’ve been bullied but that hasn’t been proven to be true. And also there was a little scuffle, a little punch-up outside the school. But that wasn’t nothing, all schools have that. It’s a part of growing up. Yeah, Laurie’s going to crash and burn. I guarantee it.


Speaking of crashing, did you see the school team? They got absolutely thrashed by the other team. I mean, it’s not worth talking about really, but I have to say this. Most people are blaming the whole team. They’re blaming The Wave but The Wave isn’t to blame. It’s really the non-Wave members having an adverse effect on the team. I mean, look at Brian and David, they’re really, really good players, and really nice guys who’ve been really nice to me. It’s just the non-Wave members who’ve been holding them back. Yeah. So like I say, The Wave’s really good and if there ever happens to be an election, vote for The Wave. I think Mr Ross is calling. I’ve got to go ‘cos someone might jump him!












































Pause, shake head slowly, then lower it.





Raise cane above head.





Lower voice, raise head again.





Raise voice. Angry tone.





Hands held wide apart at waist height. Palms open, facing audience.








Give a sad, slow shake of the head and a small forced smile.





Build up volume and excitement – say this in a maniacal voice. 


Excited facial expressions.





Pause for effect.





THE MISTAKE OF HUMANITY


Ladies and gentlemen of my supposed jury, I ask you this question.  Is it a natural tendency for people to look for a leader?  Is our true purpose in life to find someone to make decisions for us?  That day in the auditorium, as I stood above my followers, the answer could only be ‘yes’.  I personally felt the effect of mass responsibility.  These students placed their entire faith and trust with me, they followed me blindly.  It was exciting how easily they would let you decide for them.  I felt what is commonly referred to as a ‘power trip’.  I, at first, was taken in by my own feelings, I was swallowed by my own creation.  


When I finally realised what was happening, when I was finally made aware of how far my obsession had gone, it was almost too late.  


However, I have learnt my lesson.  A history class is not a science lab and I am not a scientist.  Even if I was, I should not experiment with students, especially considering they do not know of their role in such an experiment.  We, as humans have learnt a lesson also.  In fact, this lesson should have been learnt fifty-five years ago.  ‘The Wave’ parallels another system.


Yes, ‘The Wave’ members would have made good Nazis.  Nazi Germany was a mistake.  Millions of brave soldiers died in rectifying this mistake, just so we could recreate it.  I hope that we as a race shall never witness such horror again.  Let the lesson stay with us and all generations forever.  Let us hope that we shall trust our instincts.  Others can influence your decisions, but no one (not even your History teacher) can decide for you.  I broke a basic rule of humanity, and don’t get me wrong, when I speak of my guilt.  I hope that you can all accept my apologies.


























March back and forth in Nazi style then return to centre stage. Stand upright facing the audience. Give the Wave salute and begin speaking.








Focuses on idea of power throughout





First person narration





Metaphor creates an image of The Wave as very powerful





Quotation from the novel





Vocabulary is appropriate to character eg. parallels, rectifying,humanity





Reveals rather than states his occupation 





Formal language appropriate to the character and situation





Rhetorical questions


involve the audience





THE MISTAKE OF HUMANITY





Ladies and gentlemen of my supposed jury, I ask you this question.  Is it a natural tendency for people to look for a leader?  Is our true purpose in life to find someone to make decisions for us?  That day in the auditorium, as I stood above my followers, the answer could only be ‘yes’.  I personally felt the effect of mass responsibility.  These students placed their entire faith and trust with me, they followed me blindly.  It was exciting how easily they would let you decide for them.  I felt what is commonly referred to as a ‘power trip’.  I, at first, was taken in by my own feelings, I was swallowed by my own creation.  When I finally realised what was happening, when I was finally made aware of how far my obsession had gone, it was almost too late.  However, I have learnt my lesson.  A history class is not a science lab and I am not a scientist.  Even if I was, I should not experiment with students, especially considering they do not know of their role in such an experiment.  We, as humans have learnt a lesson also.  In fact, this lesson should have been learnt fifty-five years ago.  ‘The Wave’ parallels another system.


Yes, you would all have made good Nazis. You would have put on the uniforms, turned your heads, and allowed your friends and neighbours to be persecuted and destroyed. Nazi Germany was a mistake.  Millions of brave soldiers died in rectifying this mistake, just so we could recreate it.  I hope that we as a race shall never witness such horror again.  Let the lesson stay with us and all generations forever.  Let us hope that we shall trust our instincts.  Others can influence your decisions, but no one (not even your History teacher) can decide for you.  I broke a basic rule of humanity, and don’t get me wrong, when I speak of my guilt.  I hope that you can all accept my apologies.











By:   Rowan Gibson





























































































































infectious – charismatic


passionate, enthusiastic, absorbed


naive





“Is there anyone here who isn’t interested in power and success?”


“Strength through Discipline. Strength through Community.”


“Yes, you would all have made good Nazis. You would have put on the uniforms, turned your heads, and allowed your friends and neighbours to be persecuted and destroyed.”





loves teaching


believes that students these days have too much freedom and that they would benefit from firmer discipline


believes that people like strong leaders and will follow them like sheep




















Early 20s. History teacher at Gordon High School. Is very interested in the history of WW2, especially Hitler.





Ben Ross
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