Read Away

Key Words

The following is a list of words which students will need to understand the meaning of to complete the assignment. It is recommended that these words are directly taught to ESOL students using some of the strategies suggested below.

to read

to predict

to discuss

the meaning

the purpose

the audience

to review

to evaluate

to read

the cover

verbal

visual

pre

during

post

the title

the plot

the character

the setting

the theme

Activities to introduce key words:

   1. Word Maps

      Have students work in small groups to complete concept maps from each of the words. At the conclusion of this discuss the word meanings and difficult words which may have more than one meaning, eg. post. See the example of a word map.

   2. Lose the Card, Win the Game

      This game requires preparation making sentences containing each of the key words. The key word is deleted from the sentence. Each group of students is given a selection of the key words on cards. When the sentence is read out which should contain their word they give up the appropriate card. The first team to lose all their cards wins. 

Activities to reinforce key words:

   3. Definitions Memory

      Make up cards with the word on one card and the definition on another. Play the game Memory using these cards. Play in pairs. Each partner takes turns at flipping two cards at a time. If the cards match the player keeps the pair. At the end of the game the player with the most sets of cards wins.

   4. Jeopardy

      Write the words on the board in jumbled order. Dictate the definition or show a picture. The students write down the words in the correct order. 

