Stylistic Suggestions

   1. Show Don't Tell

      Underline anywhere where an emotion is described, or a time of day or year stated, a well-known place is named. Find a way of expressing these things with out directly stating them -let your reader do the work eg. Instead of saying it was 6.00PM you might say "The news was just starting on TV". Instead of saying "He was angry with me" you might say "His hands were shaking as he turned towards me".

   2. Senses

      What senses predominate in your writing? Are there sections where the inclusion of other senses would provide the reader with a more satisfying "picture"? Often the visual dominates but sound, smell and touch are ignored.

   3. Verbs

Are there places where these can replace adjectives? If they are hard-working enough, are adverbs necessary? eg. instead of saying "She walked happily towards her car" you might say "She skipped towards her car". Instead of saying "He was in a bad mood as he walked into the room" you might say "He stomped into the room"..

   4. Nouns

      Similarly - make nouns explicit eg. "The car weaved along the motorway" could become "The Volkswagen weaved along the motorway". Instead of "we climbed to the top of the hill" you could say "we climbed to the top of Wharite Peak".

   5. Eliminate weak adjectives eg. pretty, rather, quite, very.

   6. Take an object or aspect of a person in your piece of writing. Write a simile or metaphor or personify it. Pass it on to the next person so that they can add another. Do this 3-4 times then hear from the class the images they have come up with. Perhaps 1-2 will be worthy of inclusion in your piece of writing. Try extending the image so that it is echoed elsewhere in a sustained metaphor.

