Bicycles in Asia: Unit Standard 2986
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	Bicycles are the most common form of passenger transport in many Asian countries. In China it is estimated that there are over 400 million bicycles and there is only one car for every 100 bicycles. The bicycles are the very simple one-speed type although there are also many three-wheeled bicycles that carry people and loads.
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	The bicycles appear "old-fashioned" compared with the modern bicycles that you can now buy. They have mudguards, a carrier over the rear wheel and often a basket attached to the handle-bars. One of the most important pieces of equipment is a bell that the cyclist uses very often. Bicycles hardly ever have lights for night-time travel.

	Cycling on the very crowded roads of Asian cities and the countryside is very dangerous. Not just because they don't use lights at night but because there don't seem to be many road rules. In the big cities, thousands of cyclists share the narrow roads with motorbikes, trucks, buses, cars and pedestrians. Many accidents happen and they are often fatal as cyclists do not wear helmets. In China, about 35,000 cyclists die every year as a result of bike crashes.
	[image: image3.jpg]




	[image: image4.jpg]"o N

mrroumT





	Bicycles are still quite expensive for most Asian families and usually only adults can ride bicycles. The bicycles are used to go to work, to shop or to visit family. You will often see a whole family on one bicycle. The father is sitting on the seat and pedalling, one child is sitting on the bar and holding on to the handlebars, and the mother is sitting sideways on the rear carrier holding another child.


Although bicycles are expensive for families, they are still a very cheap and clean way of travelling. However, today in most Asian countries the number of bicycles is declining and the number of motorbikes and cars is increasing. If all the people riding bicycles decide to buy a car or motorbike, travelling on the roads in Asia will be very difficult indeed.

