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Since I've never seen a good explanation before Il copy this from the sign:
“The fascinating structures that cover the sandstone re called tafoni, which i ltalian for |

cavern. Geologists irst used the word tafon to describe sandstone formations found on the
island of Corsica, and the term "alveolar weathering" to describe the process that created
these formations. This complex weathering process that creates the caves, columns and
sandy surfaces that are smooth in some areas and covered with labyrinths of knobs and
ridges in others, takes place over thousands of years. This is how it works: During the rainy.
season, water soaks deep into the sandstone and mixes with the calcium that is there. As
the water evaporates from the stone during the dry summer season, some of the dissolved
calcium is drawn out to the surface of the Stone where it forms a hard outer layer called the
duricrust. This evaporation process causes any calcium remaining in the interior of the stone
1o be distributed unevenly so that there are some Soft, low-calcium areas and some hard
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Of al the waterfals | have ever been to, Erawan Fals near Kanchanaburi, Thailand, are Thailand (Set
perhaps the most beauiful. While not the tallest, widest, or most gallons/minute, the carity of
the water and the unique limestone formations make them the most interesting.

The water passes through nderground limestone deposits, and comes out loaded with
calcium carbonate, leaving layers of Imestone over everything and giving the water its
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perhaps the most beauiful. While not the tallest, widest, or most gallons/minute, the carity of
the water and the unique limestone formations make them the most interesting

‘The water passes through underground limestone deposits, and comes out loaded with
calcium carbonate, leaving layers of Imestone over everything and giving the water its
unnaturally biue-green color. When | say limestone covers everything, | mean “everything'.
Logs in the river are coated with as much as a centimeter of rock, and even leaves.

One really interesting phenomenon is the rocks a the base of the fals... some don't touch
the water undemeath!l! How? They grow out from the ciff face from the CaCO3 deposits,
and you can swim undeneath them and have a few centimeters of breathing space.

‘There are seven steps of the waterfall spread out over a kilometer and a half, and each of
them s different. A couple of the pools are large enough to swim in, and the water is quite
nice. Some of the falls have imestone caves filed with stalagmites. Some of the pools have
very aggressive fish, which attack your toes. Some of the fals are only ten or 5o feet tall, and
Some are around 70 feet.
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Afivet in the middle of a sheet of galvinized steel,

‘The steel has been subjected to 2 process by which the steel is dipped in
" molten zinc to provide a protective outer laver which is highly resistant to rusting or other s smi e s e




