Identifying text types (A)

Cut out the sentences to make two texts. One is an information report and the other is a narrative. Which one is the information report and which one is the narrative? How do you know?

	Sharks are fish.

	It was a warm day in March. I was very excited. The day had finally come. I was 

in the Dragon Boat team for the National Championships.

	They belong to the group Elasmobranchii.

	I got up very early and exercised as always. Then, after breakfast, my das drove me to Oriental Bay. My team arrived and it was time to start.

	Sharks live in waters all around the world. They live in every ocean and in some rivers and lakes.

	Ready, set and the starting gun went off. We began in third position and were slowly moving closer. There they were. We could see the second boat and then we did it. We moved past. My arms were aching. My whole body was sore but we all rowed harder.

	The first boat was just in front when I saw a dark shadow near the boat. I looked again. What was it? I was sure it was the shape of a cigar. “Oh no,” I thought, “I must be seeing things. A shark in Oriental Bay? Impossible!”

	Other fish have bones but sharks don’t. Their skeletons are made from cartilage which is not as hard as bone.

	Just then I felt a hard tug and I pulled my paddle out of the water. “Why only half a paddle?” I thought. Then I knew. I shouted to my team. “Shark! Shark!” and suddenly we forgot the race. We paddled faster than ever back to shore. We made it. At last we were safe.

	Sharks can range in size from 18cm to 15m but most sharks are around 1.5m to 2.1m in length. Most sharks have bodies shaped like cigars so they can move easily in the water.

	Sharks have about five rows of teeth. The front teeth are the biggest. Sharks don’t chew most food. They eat it in big pieces. Many people are afraid of sharks because of their big teeth but they don’t usually attack people.

	All sharks are carnivores and may eat fish, squid, other sharks, marine mammals and other small animals.


