OHT: Antarctica (ELIP 11D)

Antarctica is the coldest, windiest and loneliest of all the seven continents. It also has the highest mountains.

Temperature
In the coldest parts of Antarctica the temperature is usually between –40° and –70° Celsius in the winter.

Amount of daylight
In Antarctica, day and night are different from what we are used to. During the coldest time, it is dark all day as well as all night.

Ice shelf
Antarctica is so cold that some of the oceans around it freeze as well. This is called an ice shelf. Ships cannot reach the coast because of the ice shelf. Sometimes bits of the ice shelf break off. These bits are called icebergs.

Travellers to Antarctica
Icebergs are very dangerous for ships because an iceberg is usually very big and only the peak is seen on top of the ocean, with the rest underwater. Travellers to Antarctica need special ships which can sail through the ice-covered waters. The ships need to be very strong to get through the thick ice. Special ships such as ice-breakers are needed if the ice is extra thick.

