Writing topic sentences (D)

Each student writes a possible topic sentence for each paragraph. Groups decide on the best one (or combine the best features of two or more).

	

	There are two types of right whale, the northern right whale and the southern right whale. They are called right whales because whalers thought they were the ‘right’ whale to kill. 


	

	They usually live at the surface of the ocean and are found in temperate seas in both the northern and southern hemisphere. Southern right whales live at latitudes between 20°-55° but will occasionally venture down to 63°. 


	

	Right whales have large flippers but, unlike some whales, do not have a dorsal fin. They have a bow-shaped lower jaw and a head that can be one-quarter of the length of the body. The right whale’s head has hair and horny growths called callosities. These are found behind the blowhole, on the chin, above the eyes, on the lower lip, and on the rostrum or upper jaw. Right whales have very small eyes, large lips, and two blowholes. They breathe air at the surface of the water through their two blowholes. These are located near the top of the head. The right whale's skin is usually black to dark gray with white and/or brown patches. Females are slightly larger than the males. Northern right whale females grow to approximately 15.2 metres long, whereas males are about 15m long. They weigh approximately 54,000 kg. Southern right whale females are about 16.5m long, whilst males are about 15.2 m long.  


