Example scenario

This example scenario illustrates how one teacher of year 11 might have gathered and used information to inform their teaching when using this sequence.

Information gained from samples of persuasive writing has identified a range of strengths and needs across the class, especially in relation to the deeper features of writing. Students generally need to give more thought to their purpose and audience, content and ideas, and language choices. Closer analysis of the data has identified quite specific learning needs for three different groups of students.

One group of students (who are learning English as an additional language) has demonstrated that:

· they are achieving between curriculum levels 3 and 4 and stages 2B and 3 in Writing in The English Language Learning Progressions (which indicates a very basic understanding of writing persuasively)

· they need focused instruction to develop, organise, and expand their ideas into paragraphs

· they need to increase their knowledge and understanding of both language for expressing points of view and language for expressing relationships between ideas (for example, cause–effect, condition–consequence).

A second group of students have demonstrated that:

· they are achieving between curriculum levels 4 and 5 and have a general understanding of how to write persuasively

· in order to achieve merit or excellence, they need help to think more carefully about their language choices and about how they develop the content and ideas in their arguments, particularly by providing appropriate supporting detail for their intended audience.

A smaller, third group of students has demonstrated that:

· they are achieving between curriculum levels 5 and 6 and have a sound understanding of how to write persuasively, with particular strengths in content and ideas

· in order to achieve excellence, they need help to focus on the appropriateness of tone and the thematic integration of their argument.

