Worksheet C1: Language for giving reasons to support an argument

When constructing an argument it is very important to support your statements. One way to provide support is by giving reasons.

· Look the essay about banning the car. The writer’s argument is that “people should be banned from owning cars”.  What reasons does the writer give for this viewpoint?
Notice that for most of the examples the writer provides a clear signal that they are talking about reasons and results by using the words “reason” and “grounds”. 

Notice the way these sentences also help to provide cohesion in the essay – “The second reason …”, “… another good reason …”

· Look at the sentence structures used in the examples.  Fill in the blanks with your own reasons.

· I believe this for ________, __________ and _________ reasons.

· The first/second/third reason (why) we should ban cars is (because) ___________________________________________________.

Note that “why” and “because” are optional
· ______________________________________________ is the first/second/third reason we should ban cars.

· __________________________ is another good reason for banning cars.
· Another good reason for banning cars is ___________________________________.
· It makes sense on safety, environmental and economic grounds to ban cars from our roads.
Practice:

1. For each viewpoint below, write one sentence giving support for the point, using language to express a reason–result relationship.

a. People who drink and drive should lose their driving licence.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Using computers can be bad for people’s health.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. Sport should be compulsory for all school pupils.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Now write a viewpoint of your own. Give it to your classmate and ask them to write one sentence giving a reason for the point. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

