Main ideas and supporting details (B)

Student A  - Complete this pair dictation exercise with your partner.

	1

Main points are general statements about the topic.


	2



	3


	4

Supporting details often include examples of the specific thing that is being talked about.

	5

Main points often include the name of a specific thing if that is the topic of the text e.g. Mt. Everest, Stewart Island, Christchurch.

	6



	7


	8

Supporting details often include time marker words e.g. when, eventually, finally, often.


	9

Main points link to all of the other sentences in the paragraph.


	10



	No sentence here


	12

Supporting details often include words that tell us how much, or how many or how big e.g. some, most, many, a few, the smallest.




Main ideas and supporting details (B)

Student B - Complete this pair dictation exercise with your partner.

	1


	2

Supporting details sometimes start with a pronoun, e.g. this, these, those.



	3

Main points often include the name of the class of thing that is being written about, e.g. schools, mountains, glaciers.


	4



	5


	6

Supporting details often include words that introduce examples e.g. for example, such as, one example of, another example of.



	7

Main points often give a definition of the thing being written about e.g. Wetas are insects.
	8



	9


	10

Supporting details often include words that tell us that information is going to be added to the paragraph e.g. in addition, also.


	No sentence here


	12




Identifying supporting detail: Answers (C)

	Main points
	Supporting details

	Main points are general statements about the topic.

Main points often include the name of the thing that is being written about, e.g. schools, mountains, glaciers.

Main points often include the name of a specific thing if that is the topic of the text e.g. Mt. Everest, Stewart Island, Christchurch.

Main points often give a definition of the thing being written about e.g. Weta are insects.

Main points link to all of the other sentences in the paragraph.
	Supporting details sometimes start with a pronoun, e.g. this, these, those.

Supporting details often include examples of the specific thing that is being talked about.

Supporting details often include words that introduce examples e.g. for example, such as, one example of another example of.

Supporting details often include time marker words e.g. when, eventually, finally, often.

Supporting details often include words that tell us that information is going to be added to the paragraph e.g. in addition, also.

Supporting details often include words that tell us how much, or how many or how big e.g. some, most, many, a few, the smallest.




