Teacher Sheet: Formative assessment

	Formative assessment

Unit standard 17368, level 2, version 3
Write simple information texts on familiar topics (ESOL)

	This unit standard has one element: For the summative assessment students must write three texts of approximately 125-150 words.

For this formative assessment students will write ONE information text of 125-150 words. This formative task should not be used for summative assessment.

	Conditions

· Students must be given time to edit and proofread their work.

· Writing may contain surface errors but these must not interfere with meaning.

· A bilingual and/or English dictionary may be used but not an electronic translator.

· Assistance may be given to help students understand the requirements of the task.

Learning contexts

Assessment should follow class activities in which the students have had the opportunity to become familiar with the topic through a range of listening, speaking, reading and writing activities. By linking with a reading standard on a similar topic and text type (e.g. unit standard 2986) students will become familiar with content, grammar patterns and specialised vocabulary.

The English Language Intensive Programme (ELIP) Stage 2, has suggested teaching components, strategies, language features and sample texts on information report genre: ‘Kiwi’ (5c); ‘Sharks’ (5d); ‘Kangaroos’ (11c); ‘Antarctica’ (11d); ‘New Zealand’ (20c).

Notes for teachers

A teaching and learning sequence is available for this assessment at http://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/What-do-I-need-to-know-and-do/Teaching-and-learning-sequences/Written-language-Write-simple-information-texts-US17368. This sequence ensures that learners have become familiar with:

· the text type;

· the required language forms; 

· vocabulary commonly used in scientific information reports;

through a range of listening, speaking, reading and writing activities.

The same assessment conditions for the summative assessment should be used for the formative assessment in order to familiarize students with the assessment process. For this reason:

· it is important to be aware of the special notes in the standard;

· students should not have seen the question before the assessment activity.

In order to maximise the learning potential of this activity the self-check at the end of the activity should be completed and used to inform further teaching and learning prior to summative assessment.




Student Sheet: Formative assessment

	Formative assessment

Unit standard 17368, level 2, version 3

Write simple information texts on familiar topics (ESOL)

	This unit standard has one element:

For this formative assessment you must write one information text of approximately 125-150 words.

	Task 1: Waterfalls                                                                                       
You have been reading about landforms. Now write your own information text on ‘Waterfalls’.
Name: ___________________________________

Date:  ___________________________________



	· Do this assessment in class

· You may use a bilingual and/or English dictionary but not an electronic translator.

· You may ask for help to understand the question and what you have to do.

· You will be given time to do a draft before your final copy.
· Read through your writing with the checklist and make any changes you need to. 

· Your writing does not need to be perfect but you should try to have as few errors as possible. Your teacher needs to be able to understand what you mean.



 Self-checklist

	I have:


	(/(

	written approximately 125 – 150 words


	

	begun with an opening general statement (1.1)


	

	followed with supporting detail in order (1.1)


	

	used simple and compound sentences correctly (1.2) 

e.g. Different things cause volcanoes. (simple)                                    

      The magma pushes through the earth’s crust and volcanoes form.   

      (compound)
	

	used present tense forms correctly (1.3)

e.g. Strato volcanoes are one type of volcano.(simple present)

      Many volcanoes are found around the Pacific Rim. (passive)
	

	used a range of words on the topic correctly, checking for meaning and grammar (1.4)

e.g. 

When magma erupts through the earth’s surface it is called lava.

In an eruption magma rises to the earth’s surface. 
	

	edited and proofread my work.


	


 Assessment schedule: Formative task

	Formative assessment

Unit standard 17368, level 2, version 3

Write simple information texts on familiar topics (ESOL)

	Element 1. Formative task, ONE text of approximately 125-150 words.

	PC
	Evidence
	Judgement

	1.1
	Text has an opening general statement e.g. Glaciers are large, slow moving rivers of ice.

It is followed by supporting detail in logical order 

e.g.  Glaciers are formed high in mountain valleys. The snow does not melt here. It freezes and forms a glacier. There are many glaciers in the Arctic and Antarctica.
	Text structure is appropriate to the genre of an information text: An opening general statement followed by supporting detail in a logical order.

	1.2
	There are examples of simple sentences used correctly e.g. Glaciers cover about three percent of the earth's surface.
There are examples of compound sentences used correctly e.g. The glacier moves slowly down the mountain and grinds against the ground and the walls of the valley.
Sentences may include the following:

subject pronouns e.g. They are retreating because of global warming
object pronouns e.g. When new snow falls on it the next year…
noun phrases e.g. large glaciers, a layer of snow
prepositional phrases e.g. in mountain valleys 

	Writing contains accurate use of simple and compound sentences. Control of these forms is demonstrated.

Sentences may also include subject pronouns,

object pronouns, noun phrases, and prepositional phrases, if these forms are appropriate to the topic.

	1.3
	Learner demonstrates control of present tense forms 

e.g.   Glaciers are large, slow moving rivers of ice.     

        Glaciers can cause erosion.

	Writing uses the present tense verb forms correctly most of the time.

	1.4
	The correct word is chosen (meaning) e.g. topic words such as glacier, valley, erode, freeze, retreat are used appropriately for meaning.

The correct grammatical form of the word is used e.g. It freezes and forms a glacier.

This frozen snow is ….
	Writing makes correct use of a range of vocabulary appropriate to the topic most of the time – for meaning and grammatical form.

























