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	Survival
Students explore how people cope when their survival is under threat. The theme is the context to support students in developing group work, reading and writing skills.

	Writer:
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	Year level
	9 -10

	Who are my learners and what do they already know? 

	 See Using Inquiry to Plan Secondary English Programmes

	School curriculum outcomes 
	How your school’s principles, values, or priorities will be developed through this unit

	Learning Outcomes

 (What do my students need to learn)

	· Curriculum achievement objectives (AOs) for:


	

	· English
	Processes and strategies 

Integrate sources of information, processes, and strategies purposefully and confidently to identify, form, and express increasingly sophisticated ideas: 

· selects and uses appropriate processing and comprehension strategies with confidence
· thinks critically about texts with understanding and confidence

· monitors, self-evaluates, and describes progress, articulating learning with confidence. 

Purposes and audiences

Show a developed understanding of how texts are shaped for different purposes and audiences.

· recognises, understands, and considers how texts are constructed for a range of purposes, audiences, and situations

Ideas

Show an understanding of ideas within, across, and beyond texts.

· makes meaning by understanding increasingly comprehensive ideas in texts and the links between them

· makes and supports inferences from texts independently. 

Language features

Show an understanding of how language features are used for effect within and across texts. 

· uses an increasing vocabulary to make meaning

· understands how a range of text conventions work together to create meaning and effect 

Structure

Show an understanding of a range of structures. 

· identifies and understands the characteristics and conventions of a range of text forms and considers how they contribute to and affect text meaning.

 

	Teaching and Learning 

(What do I need to know and do?)

	· 1-2 related professional readings or links to relevant research
	Effective Practices in Teaching Writing in NZ Secondary Schools [available from February 2011]

Using inquiry to plan secondary English programmes 

	· Learning task 1

Learning intention(s)

Establishing prior learning
KCs/ Principles/Values focus

KCs: 
Relating to others 

– peer discussion

	Learning task 1
Links to prior learning

1. Introduce this idea: how do people cope when they are placed in circumstances where their survival is under threat?”

In small groups:

· write a list of well-known survivors and survival stories

· write a definition of “survival” 

· brainstorm the qualities of “survivors”

· brainstorm the key elements you predict will be common among survival stories.

2. Share and discuss ideas in small groups. 

	· Learning task 2

Learning intention(s)

Developing skills and strategies for making meaning about texts
KCs/ Principles/Values focus

KCs:
Thinking

– exploring various understandings and using various thinking strategies

	Learning task 2
Developing reading skills for unfamiliar texts

Novel Choice: 

1. In this theme study you will be expected to read a range of short and long texts that are linked to the overall theme. In this case you need to read a novel as part of the study. Consider this list of texts on the survival theme as a starting point,  in addition to the resources you have access to.

2. Read the blurb from the book you have chosen. Write a prediction about the possible events that may occur in the book based on what you know about the survival situation outlined.

Short Texts:
3. Choose a range of short texts (short stories, articles etc) that link to the survival theme and show different aspects of the qualities of survivors and different types of survival situations and obstacles. Use these short texts to practise some of the strategies and skills for reading as well as beginning to develop thematic ideas and content knowledge.
4. Some strategies for answering questions on a text and finding evidence and meaning are skimming and scanning; looking at text structure; key words; context clues etc. [NB: Teachers should refer to the Effective Literacy Strategies for details about each strategy.]

5. Describe the different survivors in texts you read, the qualities they have and how they faced the situation they were in.



	· Learning task 3

Learning intention(s)

Developing group work skills 
KCs/ Principles/Values focus

KCs: 
Managing self – understanding how to work in a group to achieve a task 

	Learning task 3

Developing group work skills
1. Introduce the survival game and the outcomes expected and the assessment criteria.

2. Discuss effective group work. Assess your own group work skills. Make a goal of your own to focus on.

3. Outline task of having to plan and make your survival board game. Allocate jobs and responsibilities among your group.

4. Do a practice group work task with either the moon task or the flood task. 

5. Make and work on your survival game. Use materials from school and home to make it.

6. At the end of each period complete a short reflection on how you worked as a group. (e.g. Think, Pair, Share)

7. At the end of the making period (about a week) play each other’s games and do a peer assessment of the games.

8. Complete a self-evaluation of your goal for group work.

	· Learning task 4

Learning intention(s)

Developing understandings about key narrative elements
KCs/ Principles/Values focus

KCs: 
Thinking – explore various understandings
Relate to others – peer discussion

	Learning task 4

Exploring key narrative elements
1. Introduce the film “Lord of the Flies” (or any other appropriate film) and perhaps read a review. Early in the viewing, complete a prediction task – what will happen? Why do you think so?

2. During viewing, record what they learn about the setting, the main characters and aspects of the theme, as these are the focus of the teaching and learning goals.

3. At the beginning of each viewing period review what happened previously and introduce a new aspect of narrative elements: character, setting, plot – exposition, development (challenges, conflicts, turning points, climax) resolution.

4. Use some learning key word strategies to learn the words and what they mean. For example, a barrier task could be used. Create two versions of grid with terms and definitions and examples. One version has some parts filled and the other version has the other parts completed. In pairs students each have a different version and work together to fill in their own grid.

5. Discuss the ways that the characters are revealed using the The Character Grid. Work in pairs or individually to explore key aspects of how a character is revealed in a narrative and make some conclusions of your own. The Character Grid also encourages you to include details and evidence from the film to support conclusions. This grid will be useful later if you completed an essay or other task requiring understanding and evidence of character development.

6. Select a strategy [eg restructuring text; cloze exercise; key word quiz, mix and match meanings] to become familiar with key elements of plot, such as exposition, complication, development, turning points, climax, resolution.

7. Select a strategy [eg three level guide; question dice; character grid] to become familiar with key ideas in the text that you are focusing on. 

8. Discuss the Survival Novel Tasks which focus on different aspects of the novel. Tasks allow for different interests and strengths as well as require different levels of thinking.

9. Work individually or in pairs on the novel tasks and products. Work is completed in class and at home. The product is decided by group in consultation with your teacher; it could be pamphlet, or powerpoint etc. Assemble the final product for presentation to the class.

	· Learning task 5

Learning intention(s)

Building understandings and writing using this text type
KCs/ Principles/Values focus

KCs: 
Use language, symbols and texts – exploring amnd using features of response texts

	Learning task 5

Writing a response to text essay
1. Look at the sequence in the Response to Texts resource. Plan and draft essay comparing two or more texts you studied that explored elements of a rite of passage.

2. Peer critique each other’s draft essays and give feedback.

 

	Assessment and Evaluation

 (What is the impact of my teaching and learning?)

	· Formative and/or Summative assessment task(s), including how will feedback be provided


	

	· Provision for identifying next learning steps for students who need:

· further learning opportunities

· increased challenge


	This piece of writing should be an integrated part of the year’s writing programme. Refer to 
· Effective Practices in Teaching Writing in NZ Secondary Schools [available from February 2011]
for more details.

	· Tools or ideas which, for example might be used to evaluate:

· progress of the class and groups within it 

· student engagement

leading to :

· changes to the sequence

· addressing teacher learning needs


	See: Using inquiry to plan secondary English programmes
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