
2.31 Snakes and ladders 
 
Topic: Shapes 
Subtopic: Lines 
Activity type/skill: Text organisation 
Literacy focus: Listening 
Genre: Instructions 
 
Objective 
 Recognise key parts of spoken texts for descriptions and instructions. 
 
What you need 
 Student worksheet (see next page) 
 Audio track 2.31 
 
What to do 
1. Look at the student worksheet and explain to students they will be listening to a spoken 

description and instructions about making a snakes and ladders board and decide what is 
missing. 

 
2. Play track 2.31 (Track 9 for this topic). 
 
3. Play the first part of the track again (the description).  
 
4. Discuss what part of the description is missing and have students write this in the left-hand 

box. (Note that the illustration is smaller than the board described in the track.)  
 
5. Play the second part of the track again (the instructions).  
 
6. Discuss what part of the instructions is missing and have students write this in the right-

hand box.  
 
Answers:  
 The part missing from the description is a statement of what it is.  
 A list of things you need is missing from the instructions.  

ESOL Online – Focus on English – 2. Shapes 

http://esolonline.tki.org.nz/content/download/19079/160896/file/Track+2.31.wma
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Activity thirty-one

Track 9 Snakes and Ladders
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