
4.17 How far is that? 
 
Topic: Measurement  
Subtopic: Length 
Activity type/skill: Reading distance tables 
Literacy focus: Reading 
Genre: Mathematical problems 
 
Objective 
 Read and interpret distance tables. 
 Become familiar with the names of some North Island towns and cities. 
 
What you need 
 Student worksheet (see next page) 
 
What to do 
1. Talk about distances in the local community to familiarise students with the meaning of 

kilometre.  
 
2. Look at the top of the student worksheet and show students how to use the columns and 

rows to locate the distance between places.  
 
3. Have them complete the questions at the bottom of the student worksheet and then mark 

one another’s work.  
 
4. Discuss any differences and talk about them until the correct answer is agreed.  
 
Answers: 
380 km 
223 km 
126 km 
10 km 
659 km 
 
Extending the activity 
 Have students take turns to ask and answer more questions about the distances. 
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Reading distance tables

Distances by road in the North Island  ( in kilometres)

The distance from Auckland to Napier is 426 km.

Activity seventeen

Try these
The distance from  Taupo to Wellington is ________km

The distance from Masterton to Hastings is ________km

The distance from Hamilton to Auckland is ________km

The distance from Hastings to Napier is ________km

The distance from Auckland to Wellington is ________km
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