SHAPES TEACHER GUIDE

About Focus on English 
The Focus on English series is designed to provide an English language scaffold for new learners of English in New Zealand schools and supports the curriculum in mathematics, science and social studies for years 7 to 10.
High-frequency vocabulary, technical terms and basic language features are taught in contexts that support learning in science, mathematics and social studies at curriculum levels 3–4.

There are six topics in the series:

1. Animals – English for science 

2. Shapes – English for mathematics 

3. Plants – English for science 

4. Measurement – English for mathematics 

5. Weather – English for science 

6. Conservation – English for science 

(Download the Focus on English activity spreadsheet if you would like to search/sort all activities in the Focus on English series.)

All activities are designed to be used with teacher input. It is recommended that teachers follow the sequence of activities in a subtopic to teach the target vocabulary.
In each subtopic, students:

· listen, look, read and talk to establish familiarity with the context 

· are introduced to 20 target words 

· practise recognising and producing the written and spoken forms of each word 

· relate form and meaning 

· practise recognising the environment in which the words usually occur 

· use the words in new contexts. 

About this teacher guide
This document contains the teacher guide pages for all activities in the Shapes topic. 

Click on the hyperlinks to access: 

· a PDF of each activity (teacher guide plus student worksheet)

· audio file(s) where available for student support

· additional resources where available.

Shapes topic objective

· Recognise and use specialist and general vocabulary relevant in the study of two-dimensional shapes, lines and three-dimensional shapes.

· Read, understand and respond to simple instructions.
· Listen to, understand and respond to simple instructions and descriptions.
· Give simple instructions and descriptions orally.

· Write simple descriptions and instructions.
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2.1 Introducing 2D shapes
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 2D shapes
Activity type/skill: Orientation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Provide orientation to the subtopic.
· Make links to prior knowledge.
· Link to the mathematics curriculum.
· Introduce technical vocabulary.
· Present target vocabulary in context.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 2.1
What to do
1. Look at the first page of the student worksheet. Talk about the shapes to draw out students’ existing knowledge of: 
· names of the shapes – explain that these are technical words that they need for maths 
· shapes in the classroom
· shapes in the community. 
2. Write lists of known objects that have two-dimensional (2D) shapes. Students can copy them on their page.
3. Play track 2.1 (Track 1 for this topic). Have students listen and look at the pictures on the second page of the student worksheet and then read the text and find the shapes in the graphic.
4. Look at the third page of the student worksheet. Read the text together and then have students read it again and follow the instructions to complete the bird. 
2.2 Target vocabulary – 2D shapes
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 2D shapes
Activity type/skill: Word list
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Introduce target vocabulary. 
· Experience spoken and written forms and their usage.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 2.2
What to do
1. Play track 2.2 (Track 2 for this topic) and have students look at both pages of the student worksheet as they hear each word and its extensions (tense variations and plurals) and the word in a defining context. 
	above
	begin
	between
	bottom
	centre

	cut
	draw
	find
	fold
	half

	left
	length
	need
	pattern
	right

	same
	shape
	side
	stop
	top


2. Have students listen again and repeat the words. 
3. Have students copy the words in the spaces. 
4. Point out plurals (for example, ‘Triangles, squares and circles are shapes’) and changed verb forms (‘The alphabet begins with A’). 
Extending the activity
· Use the lists for revision and reference.

2.3 2D shapes puzzle
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 2D shapes
Activity type/skill: Word puzzle
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Identify written forms of words.

What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do

1. Look at the top of the student worksheet. Show students how to use the letters of the first word to find the next word and so on to complete the puzzle.
Answers: 
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Extending the activity 

· Make more puzzles like this for the students. 
· Have the students make puzzles for one another. 
2.4 Pronouncing target vocabulary – 2D shapes
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 2D shapes
Activity type/skill: Pronunciation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Pronouncing words.
· Identifying the sound of words. 
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Shapes vocab cards 

What to do
1. Have students look at the words at the bottom of the worksheet or the shapes vocab card.
2. Say the words and ask students to circle them. 
3. Say the words and ask students to repeat them. 
4. Tap out the rhythm of words. 
5. Point to words at random and ask students to say them. 
6. Have students point to words for other students to say.
2.5 Familiarisation with target vocabulary – 2D shapes
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 2D shapes
Activity type/skill: Word cards
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Gain familiarity with spoken and written forms of words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Scissors
What to do

1. Have students cut out the 20 word cards on the student worksheet and place them face up in front of them.
2. Have students point to each word as you say them in random order.

3. Have students sort words into categories, for example:

· the same number of syllables
· the same initial sound
· the same final sound
· the same medial vowel sound
· the same sound for the letter ‘a’.

4. Have students:

· place the cards face down
· pick up a card, say and spell it
· turn the card over and say and spell it from memory. 
Extending the activity
· Have students store the cards and use them daily for revision.
· Use this set of cards with other vocab cards to play sound dominoes, matching final and initial sounds.
2.6 Recognising target vocabulary – 2D shapes
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 2D shapes
Activity type/skill: Bingo
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Recognise shapes and the form and sound of the words.

What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Have students draw a different shape from Activity 2.1 in each box in the first card on the student worksheet. 
2. Call out the names of the shapes in random order for students to put a line through the shape on their card. The first student with all shapes crossed out wins. 
3. Have students write a different word from the word list in Activity 2.2 in each box on the second card. 
4. Have students work in pairs to check spelling and legibility. 
5. Call out words in random order for students to put a line through the word on their card. The first student with all words crossed out wins. 
2.7 Spelling target vocabulary – 2D shapes
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 2D shapes
Activity type/skill: Code cracking
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Spell words accurately.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and show students how the symbols in the key represent letters of the alphabet.
2. Show them how to use the key to write letters of the alphabet in the spaces in each sentence. 
3. Then show them how to use the rest of each sentence and the picture to work out the remaining letters in the word. 
Answers:

1 top 
2 shape 
3 right 
4 side 
5 same 
6 bottom 
7 pattern 
8 between
Extending the activity
·  Have students write words in code for others to work out.
2.8 Writing target vocabulary – 2D shapes
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 2D shapes
Activity type/skill: Dictation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Write words accurately.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 2.8
What to do
1. Explain to the students that will hear several sentences. They need to write the missing words they hear in the spaces on the student worksheet.
2. Play track 2.8 (Track 3 for this topic).
3. Working in pairs, have students mark each other’s work. 
4. Have students follow the instructions to complete the drawing.
Answers:
This is a triangle. It has three sides. 
They are the same length. 
Draw a star at the top of the triangle. 
Draw a small circle above the triangle on the right. 
Draw a square in the centre of the triangle. 
Then draw a pattern between the lines at the bottom of the triangle.
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Extending the activity 

· Dictate a few sentences each day.
2.9 2D shapes target vocabulary – same or different?
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 2D shapes
Activity type/skill: Equations
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Process the meaning of target vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do

1. Have students work in pairs using one student worksheet. 
2. Suggest that one of them reads or describes what is in the box on the left and the other does the same for the box on the right. 
3. They have to decide if both sides mean the same. If they think they are the same, they tick the circle. If they think they mean different things, they put a cross in the circle.
4. Encourage discussion – decisions must be justified.
2.10 Listening to pictures – prepositions
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 2D shapes
Activity type/skill: Word/picture matching
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Process the meaning of prepositions and prepositional phrases.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 2.10
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and explain to students that the star is in a different place in each picture. They must listen, decide which picture is being described and write the number they hear in the box beside that picture. 
2. Play track 2.10 (Track 4 for this topic).
3. Compare answers.
Answers: 
	7
	5

	4
	10

	1
	2

	6
	9

	12
	11

	3
	8


2.11 Matching verbs and phrases
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 2D shapes
Activity type/skill: Collocation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Recognise the environment in which words usually occur.

What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do

1. Work through the first set of words at the top of the student worksheet with the students and tick each noun or phrase that works with the verb. 
2. Encourage them to ask themselves: ‘Does it sound right?’ 
3. Have them write more nouns or phrases that can go with the verb.
4. Have students work alone or in pairs to complete the rest of the activity. 
5. Compare answers and decide which are correct. 
6. Have students write a sentence using each of the verbs. 
7. Check their sentences and have them rewrite any that are not accurate in usage, grammar, spelling and punctuation.
2.12 Spot the difference
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 2D shapes
Activity type/skill: Describing pictures
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Produce target vocabulary in new contexts.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and explain that there are differences of detail in the two pictures. 
2. Have students work in pairs – one covers the top picture and one covers the bottom picture. The students must identify the differences between their pictures by talking about them. 
Answers:

· Aerial position

· Plane/bird

· Tree/bush

· Front door

· Person on ladder

· Fence

· Windows

· Chimney

Extending the activity 
· Find other pictures, make a copy, alter different parts of each picture and play spot the difference.
2.13 Introducing written instructions
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 2D shapes
Activity type/skill: Text prediction
Literacy focus: Reading
Genre: Instructions
Objective
· Recall vocabulary relating to shapes. 
· Predict what might be in a written text giving instructions.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and talk about the picture of the windmill. 
2. Ask students what they need to know to make a windmill like this. 
3. Work together to produce an outline on the board of what might be in a text giving instructions, for example: 
· a title plus a picture or description of what you are going to make 
· a list of things you need 
· a list of what you have to do, in sequence 
· illustrations showing what to do step by step. 
4. Have students copy the outline on their worksheet.
2.14 Decorate a card
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 2D shapes
Activity type/skill: Text organisation
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Instructions
Objective
· Recognise the structure of instructions.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the title and pictures on the student worksheet. 
2. Have students predict what the text is about. 
3. Read the text together. Use the glossary to explain the meaning of unknown words. 
4. Explain how a set of instructions is organised – title, things you need, things you have to do in sequence, illustrations that help you understand what to do. 
5. Point out that this set of instructions adds some extra ideas for more things to do. 
6. Some instructions also have a short description at the beginning of what is to be made. Show students other examples of instructions. Discuss any differences in layout, but you should be able to identify the same parts of the structure in all of them. 
Extending the activity
· Follow the instructions to make the card. 
· Find other examples of instructions for making things, for example:
· ‘Fold it!’ by Barbara Beveridge, School Journal Story Library, Learning Media, 1995. 
· ‘An Ever-opening Card’ by Jill Brasell, School Journal, Part 4, Number 2, 2000. 
· ‘Paper Fortune-teller’ by Gillian Candler, School Journal, Part 3 Number 2 1999.
2.15 Lines of symmetry
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 2D shapes
Activity type/skill: Using verbs
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Instructions
Objective
· Recognise the function of imperative verb forms in instructions.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and talk through the examples. 
2. Explain that the verb that tells you what you have to do is usually the first word of the sentence in instructions. 
3. Have students circle the imperative verbs. 
4. Find these verbs in other texts giving instructions. 
5. In pairs, have one student tell the other what to do to follow the instructions. (Make sure that no one starts an instruction with ‘You…’) 
2.16 Making tangrams 
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 2D shapes
Activity type/skill: Following instructions 
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Instructions
Objective
· Identify important modifying information in instructions.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Shapes tangrams
What to do
1. Explain that, to follow instructions correctly, you also need to know things like the object of the action, how much or how many, what size, what colour and where.
2. Look at the student worksheet and study the example together and then have students follow the instructions to cut out the tangram and make the shapes.
2.17 Make a paper boat
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 2D shapes
Activity type/skill: Ordering instructions
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Instructions
Objective
· Recognise the importance of order.
· Identify relationship of illustrations to instructions.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Talk about the importance of following the correct order of instructions. 
2. Look back at the instructions in previous activities. Have students talk about what would be the result of not following the order. Compare the first part of the tangram instructions in Activity 2.16 (where order is important) with the second part (where order is not important). 
3. Talk about the importance of illustrations.

4. Look back at the instructions for the card in Activity 2.14. Ask students if they could make the card without reference to the illustrations. 
5. Look at the top of the student worksheet – remind students to look for numbers and pictures when they are following instructions.

6. Look at the bottom section of the student worksheet and explain that the pictures are not in the correct order:

· Individual students: Ask them to write the number of the instruction that matches each illustration in the circle. 
· Pairs of students: Cut up the numbers, instructions and pictures and ask them to reconstruct the text by putting it in the correct order. Encourage discussion.
Answers:
2
7

4

1

3

8

5

6
Extending the activity
· Cut up more sets of instructions that have matching illustrations and use them for shared activities as above. 
· Place all the pieces face down and play Memory, matching pictures and illustrations and then reassemble the text in order.
2.18 Make a vocabulary box
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 2D shapes
Activity type/skill: Reading and following instructions
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Instructions
Objective
· Read and follow instructions independently.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Scissors, pens or pencils, glue
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet.

2. Make sure that students have everything they need and then have them complete the task independently. 
3. Give them feedback on their finished boxes. Make sure they have put their word cards in the box.
2.19 Introducing lines
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: Lines
Activity type/skill: Orientation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Provide orientation to the subtopic.
· Make links with prior knowledge.
· Link to the mathematics curriculum.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 2.19a
· Audio track 2.19b
What to do
1. Look at the first and second pages of the student worksheet and the illustration of lines. Explain that these are more technical words for maths.

2. Play track 2.19a (Track 5 for this topic). Have students listen to the text while they look at the pictures.

3. Have students complete the listening activity. 
4. Discuss what they drew in the boxes and make any corrections by referring to the text.
5. Look at the third page of the student worksheet. This page is mostly for reference and to expose students to target vocabulary in context – straight, equal, length and so on. They do not need to be able to name the polygons, but should be able to describe them. This is best done as a group. 
6. Play track 2.19b (Track 6 for this topic). After students have listened, have them take turns to point to a shape and ask another student to describe it. 
7. Look at the fourth and fifth pages of the student worksheet. The purpose of this activity is to present more of the target vocabulary in the context of a set of instructions. 
8. Have students read and complete the activities. 
Answers:

	horizontal line 
	point 
	diagonal line
	vertical line 

	curved line 
	parallel lines
	angle
	straight line


	1
	
	
	2
	
	
	3
	
	
	4
	
	
	
	5
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Extending the activity
· Play Simon Says by having students make lines with their bodies, for example ‘Simon says make a vertical line’ – students put arms in the air for vertical.
· Have the student who first solves the matchstick puzzle tell the others how to do it. 
· Have students make a pentagon following the instructions in ‘A Perfect Pentagon’ by Barbara Beveridge, School Journal, Part 3, Number 2, 1998.
2.20 Target vocabulary – lines
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: Lines
Activity type/skill: Word list
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Introduce target vocabulary. 
· Experience spoken and written forms and their usage.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 2.20
What to do
1. Play track 2.20 (Track 7 for this topic) and have students look at both pages of the student worksheet as they hear each word and its extensions (tense variations and plurals) and the word in a defining context. 
	always
	below
	bend
	change
	circle

	copy
	direction
	distance
	divide
	edge

	equal
	flat
	leave
	main
	piece

	show
	sign
	straight
	surface
	take


2. Have students listen again and repeat the words. 
3. Have students copy the words in the spaces. 
4. Point out plurals (for example, ‘Mika cut the cake into five equal pieces’) and changed verb forms (for example, ‘The number of sides never changes’). 
Extending the activity
· Use the lists for revision and reference.

2.21 Spinning letters
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: Lines
Activity type/skill: 
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Use mathematical terms to construct a spinner. 
· Pronounce, write and spell aloud target vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Scissors, cardboard, pencil
What to do
1. Look at the top of the student worksheet. Help students to construct the spinner and talk about what they are doing. They should choose initial letters from the target vocabulary to put on the spinner.

2. Explain that the students need to spin the spinner and think of a word that begins with the letter the spinner lands on. Students must say the word clearly and spell it. 
Extending the activity
· Have students use words in a sentence or ask another student to make a sentence using the word. 
· Make more spinners with different letters. 
· Use the spinner for a competition. You spin it and students each write as many words as they can think of starting with the letter. Check the word lists – all words must be correctly spelled. The student with the most correctly spelled words wins.
2.22 Pronouncing target vocabulary – lines
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: Lines
Activity type/skill: Pronunciation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Pronouncing words.
· Identifying the sound of words. 
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Shapes vocab cards 

What to do
1. Have students look at the words at the bottom of the worksheet or the shapes vocab card.
2. Say the words and ask students to circle them. 
3. Say the words and ask students to repeat them. 
4. Tap out the rhythm of words. 
5. Point to words at random and ask students to say them. 
6. Have students point to words for other students to say.
2.23 Familiarisation with target vocabulary – lines
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: Lines
Activity type/skill: Word cards
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Gain familiarity with spoken and written forms of words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Scissors
What to do

1. Have students cut out the 20 word cards on the student worksheet and place them face up in front of them.
2. Have students point to each word as you say them in random order.

3. Have students sort words into categories, for example:

· the same number of syllables
· the same initial sound
· the same final sound
· the same medial vowel sound
· the same sound for the letter ‘a’.

4. Have students:

· place the cards face down
· pick up a card, say and spell it
· turn the card over and say and spell it from memory. 
Extending the activity
· Have students store the cards and use them daily for revision.
· Use this set of cards with other vocab cards to play sound dominoes, matching final and initial sounds.
2.24 Recognising target vocabulary – lines
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: Lines
Activity type/skill: Bingo
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Recognise lines and the form and sound of the words.

What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Have students draw a different type of line from Activity 2.19 in each box in the first card on the student worksheet. 
2. Call out the types of lines in random order for students to put a line through the shape on their card. The first student with all shapes crossed out wins. 
3. Have students write a different word from the word list in Activity 2.20 in each box on the second card. 
4. Have students work in pairs to check spelling and legibility. 
5. Call out words in random order for students to put a line through the word on their card. The first student with all words crossed out wins. 
2.25 Spelling target vocabulary – lines
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: Lines
Activity type/skill: Hangman
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Spelling target vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Have students look at the top of the student worksheet and explain how to play hangman:
· Students work in a group or pairs. 
· Student A thinks of a word and writes down as many dashes as there are letters in the word. 
· Student B guesses what letters are in the word, and Student A writes each letter down. 
· Student A writes a correct guess on the appropriate dash. If a letter occurs more than once in the word, all letters must be written down. 
· If Student B names a letter that is not in the word, Student A starts to draw some gallows. The game continues until student B guesses the word or until the person on the gallows is hanged. The gallows are drawn like this: 
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2. Have students take turns to be the hangman.
Extending the activity
· Play often.
2.26 Listening to pictures – signs and letters
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: Lines
Activity type/skill: Word/picture matching
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Recognise spoken technical mathematics vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 2.26
What to do
1. Look at the bottom of the student worksheet and explain to students that they must listen, decide which figure is being described and write the number they hear in the box beside that picture. 
2. Play track 2.26 (Track 8 for this topic).
3. Compare answers.
Answers: 
	5
	2
	4
	7
	1

	8
	6
	9
	3
	10


2.27 Making sentences about lines
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: Lines
Activity type/skill: Collocation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Recognise suitable environments for new words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet. 

2. Explain to students that, working in groups, they need to construct three sentences using a word from each column. They do not have to use the same form of the words, for example:

· ‘I copied the word carefully in my book.’ 
· ‘The top of this table is a flat surface.’
Extending the activity
· Look for words from the target vocabulary list in any text, for example, a maths textbook. Write down the sentences in which they occur and highlight or underline the words.
2.28 Familiarisation with target vocabulary – lines
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: Lines
Activity type/skill: Quiz
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Recognise technical words and target vocabulary in different environments.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet.
2. Have students complete the quiz in pairs. Students may use dictionaries or ask you meanings of unknown words. 
3. Compare answers.

Answers:

1. T 
2. T 
3. F 
4. T 
5. T 
6. T 
7. F 
8. F 
9. T 
10. F
Extending the activity
· Make short daily quizzes using target vocabulary and facts about school, New Zealand life and so on. Have a prize!
2.29 Personal details
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: Lines
Activity type/skill: Reading and following instructions
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Use target vocabulary in a personal context.
· Record personal details.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Rulers, pencils
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and explain that students need to read it and follow the instructions.

2. Have students complete the task independently.

3. In pairs, compare and discuss the finished drawings. 

2.30 Introducing spoken instructions
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: Lines
Activity type/skill: Text prediction
Literacy focus: Listening
Genre: Instructions
Objective
· Recall the structures of the genres of description and instructions and apply them to a spoken context.
· Predict what might be in a spoken text giving instructions.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and discuss what might be included in a description of a chessboard and make a list on the board: 
· What is it?
· What does it look like (size, colour, shape)?
2. Discuss what might be included in instructions for making a chessboard and make a list on the board:
· What is it? 
· What do you need to make it? (card, white paper, black paper, ruler, pen, glue, pens)
· What do you do to make it? (imperative verbs in time order, numbered steps, relevant illustrations) 
3. Have students copy the lists onto their worksheet. 
2.31 Snakes and ladders
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: Lines
Activity type/skill: Text organisation
Literacy focus: Listening
Genre: Instructions
Objective
· Recognise key parts of spoken texts for descriptions and instructions.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 2.31
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and explain to students they will be listening to a spoken description and instructions about making a snakes and ladders board and decide what is missing.
2. Play track 2.31 (Track 9 for this topic).
3. Play the first part of the track again (the description). 
4. Discuss what part of the description is missing and have students write this in the left-hand box. (Note that the illustration is smaller than the board described in the track.) 
5. Play the second part of the track again (the instructions). 
6. Discuss what part of the instructions is missing and have students write this in the right-hand box. 
Answers: 
· The part missing from the description is a statement of what it is. 
· A list of things you need is missing from the instructions. 
2.32 Time markers
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: Lines
Activity type/skill: Ordering instructions
Literacy focus: Listening
Genre: Instructions
Objective
· Recognise time order and time markers in spoken instructions.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 2.32a
· Audio track 2.32b
· Audio track 2.32c
What to do
1. Look at the top of the student worksheet and discuss the words used to describe the order to do things.
2. Play track 2.32a (Track 10 for this topic). Have students listen and write the numbers 1–5 in the boxes to show the correct order of the instructions. 
3. Compare and discuss results. 
4. Play track 2.32b (Track 11 for this topic). Have students listen and write the numbers 1–5 in the boxes to show the order of the words as they hear them. 
5. Compare and discuss results. 

6. Play track 2.32c (Track 12 for this topic). Have students listen and write the next word they hear.
7. Compare and discuss results. 

Answers: 
Look at the creases formed 

5 
Fold it in half in the other direction
3 
Open it and flatten it 

4 
Take a sheet of paper 

1 
Fold it in half lengthwise

2
Then

2

First

1

Finally

5
Next

3

After that
4
Then fold 


First take


Finally look
Next open


After that open
2.33 Listening to pictures – road signs
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: Lines
Activity type/skill: Word/picture matching
Literacy focus: Listening
Genre: Instructions
Objective
· Process the language of geometric description in the context of road signs.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 2.33a
· Audio track 2.33b
What to do
1. Look at the top of the student worksheet and discuss the signs shown.
2. Play track 2.33a (Track 13 for this topic). Have students listen to each description, identify the road sign and write the correct number in the box.
3. Look at the bottom of the student worksheet and discuss the signs shown.
4. Play track 2.33b (Track 14 for this topic). Have students listen to the descriptions and colour the road signs. 
5. Have students compare their work and listen again if there are any differences.
Answers: 
	2
	6
	4

	5
	1
	3


2.34 Match puzzle
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: Lines
Activity type/skill: Listening to and following instructions.
Literacy focus: Listening
Genre: Instructions
Objective
· Process spoken instructions using technical and general words in a maths context.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 2.34
· Matches or rods
What to do
1. Students will need nine matches or rods each. Explain to students they need to listen to the audio track and follow the instructions to make shapes with the matches. 
2. Play track 2.34 (Track 15 for this topic) – more than once if necessary.
3. Compare and discuss results. 
Extending the activity 

· Find more match puzzles for students to do. 
· Ask students if they know of any more games or puzzles like this that they can show the others.
Answers:




2.35 Listening for mistakes
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: Lines
Activity type/skill: Word/picture matching
Literacy focus: Listening
Genre: Instructions
Objective
· Listen closely and respond to spoken descriptions and instructions in a new context.
· Correct another person politely.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Shapes poster
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet at the black and white picture. (If possible, try to use the colour reproduction of this mosaic by Tawa Intermediate School students from the School Journal, Part 4, Number 1, 1993.) 
2. Explain that you will talk about the mosaic making some deliberate errors. Speak at a normal conversational speed and do not give any signal when you make an error, for example: ‘Look at the top tile on the left. It has some curved shapes and a star.’ 
3. Students must listen carefully and interrupt you politely when they hear an error. They should point out your error and give the correct information, for example: ‘Excuse me. You said it had a star. There is no star in the top left tile.’ 
Extending the activity
· Have a student describe part of this picture or another picture. Whoever identifies a mistake describes the next part and so on. 
· Use the Shapes poster for this activity.
2.36 Introducing 3D shapes
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 3D shapes
Activity type/skill: Orientation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Provide orientation to the subtopic.
· Make links to prior knowledge.
· Link to the mathematics curriculum.
· Introduce technical vocabulary.
· Present target vocabulary in context.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 2.36
What to do
1. Look at the first page of the student worksheet. Talk about the shapes to draw out students’ existing knowledge of: 
· names of the shapes – explain that these are technical words that they need for maths 
· shapes in the classroom
· shapes in the community. 
2. Play track 2.36 (Track 16 for this topic). Have students listen, look at the pictures and read the descriptions.

3. Look at the second page of the student worksheet. Have students look at the pictures of common objects and write the name of the three-dimensional shape each object is like on the line underneath, for example, they write the word ‘cone’ under the picture of the ice cream. 
4. Look at the third page of the student worksheet and used the numbered photographs to play I Spy. You start with a description of one picture, for example: ‘I spy a picture. It has a cube. The cube has a small square on each side.’ The first person to call out the number of the picture correctly then takes a turn. Encourage students to say two or three sentences about the shapes. If a person calls out the wrong number, they are out of the game. Continue until there is a winner and award a prize. A variation is to have the first person to call out correctly add another sentence about the picture before they take a turn. 
Answers:

cone


sphere


pyramid

rectangular prism
cube


cylinder




triangular prism
Extending the activity
· Play I Spy in the classroom or outside where there is a range of objects of different shapes. Have students write lists of the objects they spied and the names of the shapes they look like. 
· Read ‘Finding Shapes in Buildings’ by Clare Bowes, Connected 1, 2002.
2.37 Target vocabulary – 3D shapes
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 3D shapes
Activity type/skill: Word list
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Introduce target vocabulary. 
· Experience spoken and written forms and their usage.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 2.37
What to do
1. Play track 2.37 (Track 17 for this topic) and have students look at both pages of the student worksheet as they hear each word and its extensions (tense variations and plurals) and the word in a defining context. 
	also
	building
	complete
	corner
	describe

	form
	front
	height
	high
	measure

	meet
	mixture
	only
	roof
	round

	size
	solid
	try
	wide
	width


2. Have students listen again and repeat the words. 
3. Have students copy the words in the spaces. 
4. Point out plurals (for example, ‘A square table has four corners’) and changed verb forms (‘Anwar describes his country’). 
Extending the activity
· Use the lists for revision and reference.
2.38 Spelling target vocabulary – 3D shapes
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 3D shapes
Activity type/skill: Code cracking
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Spell words accurately.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and show students how the symbols in the key represent letters of the alphabet.
2. Show them how to use the key to write letters of the alphabet in the spaces in each sentence. 
3. Then show them how to use the rest of each sentence and the picture to work out the remaining letters in the word. 
Answers:

1 corner 
2 height 
3 measure 
4 completed 
5 form 
6 front 
7 mixture 
8 tried
Extending the activity
· Have students write words in code for others to work out.
2.39 Pronouncing target vocabulary – 3D shapes
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 3D shapes
Activity type/skill: Pronunciation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Pronouncing words.
· Identifying the sound of words. 
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Shapes vocab cards 

What to do
1. Have students look at the words at the bottom of the worksheet or the shapes vocab card.
2. Say the words and ask students to circle them. 
3. Say the words and ask students to repeat them. 
4. Tap out the rhythm of words. 
5. Point to words at random and ask students to say them. 
6. Have students point to words for other students to say.
2.40 Familiarisation with target vocabulary – 3D shapes
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 3D shapes
Activity type/skill: Word cards
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Gain familiarity with spoken and written forms of words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Scissors
What to do

1. Have students cut out the 20 word cards on the student worksheet and place them face up in front of them.
2. Have students point to each word as you say them in random order.

3. Have students sort words into categories, for example:

· the same number of syllables
· the same initial sound
· the same final sound
· the same medial vowel sound
· the same sound for the letter ‘a’.

4. Have students:

· place the cards face down
· pick up a card, say and spell it
· turn the card over and say and spell it from memory. 
Extending the activity
· Have students store the cards and use them daily for revision.
· Use this set of cards with other vocab cards to play sound dominoes, matching final and initial sounds.
2.41 Recognising target vocabulary – 3D shapes
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 3D shapes
Activity type/skill: Bingo
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Recognise three-dimensional shapes and the form and sound of the words.

What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Have students draw a different shape from Activity 2.36 in each box in the first card on the student worksheet. 
2. Call out the names of the shapes in random order for students to put a line through the shape on their card. The first student with all shapes crossed out wins. 
3. Have students write a different word from the word list in Activity 2.37 in each box on the second card. 
4. Have students work in pairs to check spelling and legibility. 
5. Call out words in random order for students to put a line through the word on their card. The first student with all words crossed out wins. 
2.42 3D shapes target vocabulary – same or different?
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 3D shapes
Activity type/skill: Equations
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Process the meaning of target vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do

1. Have students work in pairs using one student worksheet. 
2. Suggest that one of them reads or describes what is in the box on the left and the other does the same for the box on the right. 
3. They have to decide if both sides mean the same. If they think they are the same, they tick the circle. If they think they mean different things, they put a cross in the circle.
4. Encourage discussion – decisions must be justified.
2.43 Making sentences about 3D shapes
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 3D shapes
Activity type/skill: Collocation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Recognise suitable environments for new words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet. 

2. Explain to students that, working in groups, they need to construct three sentences using a word from each column. They do not have to use the same form of the words, for example:

· ‘I measured two lines 10 centimetres long.’ 
Extending the activity
· Look for words from the target vocabulary list in any text, for example, a maths textbook. Write down the sentences in which they occur and highlight or underline the words.
2.44 3D shapes puzzle
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 3D shapes
Activity type/skill: Crossword
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Experience the targeted words in a new context.

· Spell the targeted words accurately. 
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do

1. Look at the student worksheet. If necessary, work through the crossword with the students explaining the principles, as crosswords may not be familiar to students from other writing systems. 
2. Have students do the puzzle in pairs and fill in the answers – both in the spaces in the clues and in the crossword itself. 
Answers:

[image: image4.emf] 
2.45 Introducing giving instructions
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 3D shapes
Activity type/skill: Giving and following instructions
Literacy focus: Speaking
Genre: Instructions
Objective
· Revise structure of descriptions and instructions.
· Apply technical and target vocabulary in giving spoken descriptions and instructions.
· Develop fluency in giving spoken descriptions and instructions.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 2.45
What to do
1. Have students tell you what they would expect in a text describing an object: title, classification saying what it is followed by details of what it is like (appearance, parts, colour and so on). Then ask what they would expect in a text giving instructions: title, introduction (optional), things you need, what you do in time order, illustrations to show steps.

2. Look at the first page of the student worksheet and play track 2.45 (Track 18 for this topic). Have students listen and read. 
3. Working in pairs, have students take turns to describe the three-dimensional shapes on the second page of the student worksheet, then instruct their partner to draw them. They must not write. The partner should draw on separate paper without looking at the worksheet, then compare their drawing with the pictures on the worksheet. 
4. As a group, have students choose one of the shapes and dictate a description for you to write on the board, similar to the one on the first page of the student worksheet. It should be only 4–5 sentences long. Make sure that the sentences are accurate and use familiar vocabulary. 
5. Using the description on the board, do a vanishing cloze. Rub out some of the words, then have students read the text aloud together including the missing words. Rub out more words and have students read again replacing the missing words. Continue, rubbing out more words each time until the students are unable to supply the words or have succeeded in reconstructing the text orally. Use the same technique with a set of instructions dictated to you by students. This is a very valuable technique that: 
· supports students who are shy about speaking 
· helps to develop fluency 
· encourages students to use adjacent words to establish meaning. 
Extending the activity
· Do a vanishing cloze activity with any text you write on the board. 
2.46 Describing 3D shapes
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 3D shapes
Activity type/skill: Forming adjectives
Literacy focus: Speaking 
Genre: Instructions
Objective
· Recognise and use adjectival forms of known nouns.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and talk through forming adjectives from nouns using the example of triangle/triangular. 
2. Have students write similar short sentences using appropriate noun and adjectival forms from the box at the bottom of the page. (It is useful for students to be able to recognise and use the names of shapes as adjectives in descriptions, but it is not expected that students will have a high level of accuracy at this stage.)
Extending the activity
· Help students find different forms of words they know and to use their existing knowledge to work out the meaning of the new forms, for example, they could use their understanding of the verb ‘describe’ to work out the meaning of ‘description’. Explain that, when they encounter unknown words, they should decide whether any part of that word looks like a word they know, then test it in the context.
2.47 Talking about 3D shapes 

Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 3D shapes
Activity type/skill: Describing pictures
Literacy focus: Speaking
Genre: Instructions
Objective
· Use target vocabulary to ask and answer questions relating to detail in a description.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet. Working in pairs, have students take turns to describe a part of the picture and the other must point to the section of the picture described. 
2. Working in pairs or a small group, one student thinks of part of the picture and the others must ask questions to work out which part it is, for example: 
· What shape is it? 
· What colour is it? 
· How many windows has it got? 
· Is it circular? 
3. The student who guesses correctly then takes a turn to think of a part of the picture. 
Extending the activity
· Repeat the activity using descriptions of familiar parts of the school or the local area.
2.48 Drawing patterns
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 3D shapes
Activity type/skill: Giving instructions
Literacy focus: Speaking
Genre: Instructions
Objective
· Develop fluency in giving spoken instructions.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Pencils, felt pens, rulers, rubbers
What to do
1. Talk about patterns and how they are made with a mixture of repeated shapes. 
2. Ask each student to draw a pattern in the top space of the student worksheet. 
3. Have students work in pairs. They should not see each other’s drawings: 
· Student A gives a general description of their pattern to Student B.

· Student A tells Student B what they need to make the pattern, for example, pencil, rubber, specific coloured felt pens. 
· Student A gives detailed instructions in a logical order for Student B to follow to produce the pattern. 
· When Student B has finished, they compare drawings and discuss differences. 
4. Change roles.
2.49 Tivaevae
Topic: Shapes
Subtopic: 3D shapes
Activity type/skill: Writing instructions
Literacy focus: Writing
Genre: Instructions
Objective
· Use technical and general vocabulary in a new medium.
· Revise writing skills needed to write an information report or description.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the two pages of the student worksheet. Read the description of tivaevae and the instructions for making a tivaevae pattern. 
2. Talk about similar articles that might be produced in students’ countries. 
3. Tell the students that they are to write similar texts: a description and some instructions on a topic of their own choice. They should write a rough draft and take time to talk to their families or research their topic before writing a final copy. The text should be illustrated. 
4. Give students feedback on text structure, layout and graphics, correct use of grammatical forms and vocabulary. 
5. Encourage students to share their work with the class and publish if appropriate. 
Extending the activity
· Make a tivaevae pattern from paper. 
· Have students use the texts they create as the basis of a short prepared speech. 
· Point out that they may like to add time phrases when giving instructions orally. 
· Suggest that they bring an example of a completed article to show the class. 
· Read ‘A Kupesi’ by Jill MacGregor, School Journal, Part 3, Number 2, 1998.
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