What a Character!

Description of a Character

The character sketch is a component (part) of a short story. These sketches may be developed in a variety of ways but must always be firmly linked to the reading programme. It is within the reading programme that the models for writing character sketches lies. 


·	Teacher will create a character with the students. Students will instruct the teacher as she draws the character. This may be done initially as whole class activity. 

·	Decisions made as the picture unfold will relate to physical appearance:
·	Gender 
·	Hair colour, texture and style, curl etc 
·	Eyes (colour, pacing, glasses, size etc.)
·	Ears (shape, size etc)
·	Nose 
·	Mouth 
·	skin 
·	Neck 
·	Shoulders 
·	Arms and hands 
·	Torso ( tummy etc)
·	Legs 
·	Feet 
·	Clothes (for each part of the body - style, colour etc)
·	Give character a name 






















Gardner Dan - 72 year old man


Dan theGardner
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·	Decisions about the personality of this character:
At this point the students will need to get inside the character's head and work out how he/she would think, feel, react, behave. Ask themselves why do people see him/her as they do?
There are a variety of ways of recording these characteristics. It may be done on a mind map (see http://www.peterussell.com/MindMaps/HowTo.html), web, explosion chart (see explosion_chart.rtf), semantic web (see semantic_web.rtf), etc. Class discusses and teacher records what they decide. The characteristic decided upon may relate to:
·	Environment/belongings 
·	Talents and strengths 
·	Weaknesses 
·	Likes/dislikes 
·	Speech (accent, typical sayings, intonation, volume, pitch etc)
·	Attitudes and opinions 
·	Affect on others 
·	Occupation/hobbies 
·	Feelings/thoughts 
·	Tastes in (ie. favourites)- music, movies, sport, books, food, holidays, animals, places etc 
·	Behaviour - typical of the character 
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·	Teacher models how these characteristics may be used to write a description of the character they have created. The description should include as many of the characteristics that have been developed as are necessary to paint a well-rounded picture of the character. 



Dan the Gardner looks as if he belongs in his garden. He is about seventy years old and spends all day pottering outside. Everyday he wears the same grubby old hat, along with his equally dirty faded blue overalls that have holes in the knees. These holes have come from all the hours he spends on his knees as he weeds and plants. He has even worn holes in the toes of his sneakers! For a person who works outside each day Dan is a surprisingly plump old chap whose double chin completely hides his neck. In fact I thought at first he didn't have a neck! I could see no sign of it. Often I see Dan eating his favourite food - ice cream - while he is working away in the garden. That will be why he looks so much like a roly-poly garden gnome with his wispy grey hair sticking out from under his floppy old hat and his fat tummy wobbling like a jelly as he plods around his garden. 

Funnily enough Dan's garden is the opposite of him! Everywhere you look there are rows of colourful flowers. All the flowerbeds are neatly edged and there is never a weed to be seen. 

Dan hates snails. He says they eat his precious plants so he goes out at night to catch them and drowns them in buckets of hot water. He says," I will never use snail bait as long as I live!" He believes the good animals, like hedgehogs, would eat it and they would also die. Dan actually believes that the best way to deal with pests is the natural way. He believes he is a natural predator for the snails so that is how he will deal with snails in his garden." I am going out on snail patrol," he says to his wife as he disappears into the darkness lugging a bucket of steaming water. 

He is really good at growing tomatoes and his roses are the best in the whole town. He gets really cross when children climb the fence and come and eat his tomatoes or pick his flowers. He says to himself, "Why do I bother working so hard when young hooligans just come and tramp all over my plants and steal everything'. He has a quick temper and shouts at them if he ever sees them doing it. He is too old and fat to chase them so the children just run away laughing! That makes him madder than ever.




·	Students will write their own character description following the teacher model. This will begin with drawing their own character, determining the personality and then moving on to writing the description. The activity could be done individually or in small groups, providing an opportunity to put into practice the discussion skills that are being taught and developed. The written description is best done as an individual activity, however. 
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