Deconstructing a Written Text 
	Step 1: Consider title and make predictions
Before you read the Written Text, look at the title and predict what you think the text is going to be about.

	Write your predictions here:


	Step 2: First reading for literal meanings, revisit earlier ideas
Read the Written Text. Read the poem aloud, try recording it on your phone or record your voice online here. http
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HYPERLINK "http://vocaroo.com/"/ Listen to your reading.

What is it about? Is there a story? Is there a character or characters? How does this relate (or not) to you predictions in Step 1.

	Write your ideas here:


	Step 3: Language techniques and effects and revisit earlier understandings
What language techniques are used?  

	Open and save a copy of the ‘Poetic Devices’ handout below. this will prove a handy reference when you begin to “unpack” the poem. Poetic Devices Resource - http://www.chaparralpoets.org/devices.pdf
Are there specific language  techniques  that have been used to achieve specific effects? Consider how the text has been organised and structured. How does this effect how the text is read? Does it effect the meaning?

	Write your notes here:


	Step 4: Inferred meanings/thematic/overall meanings and revisit earlier understandings.
What are the themes, ideas, message or deeper messages that the author is trying to convey in the written text? (Describe the theme/idea as a statement rather than a single word). How does the text make you feel? Why? How? Relate this back to the notes you wrote for Steps 1-3. How does the title and techniques help to convey these deeper meanings and emotions?

	Write your notes here:


	Step 5: Developing a personal reading.
Read back through your notes for Steps 1-4. Use these notes to write a paragraph presenting your personal reading of the Written Text. Ensure you include references to the title, the literal meanings of the text, the techniques used (and their effects), and the themes/ideas conveyed.

	Write your personal reading here:



