ANIMALS TEACHER GUIDE

About Focus on English 

The Focus on English series is designed to provide an English language scaffold for new learners of English in New Zealand schools and supports the curriculum in mathematics, science and social studies for years 7 to 10.

High-frequency vocabulary, technical terms and basic language features are taught in contexts that support learning in science, mathematics and social studies at curriculum levels 3–4.

There are six topics in the series:

1. Animals – English for science 

2. Shapes – English for mathematics 

3. Plants – English for science 

4. Measurement – English for mathematics 

5. Weather – English for science 

6. Conservation – English for science 

(Download the Focus on English activity spreadsheet if you would like to search/sort all activities in the Focus on English series.)

All activities are designed to be used with teacher input. It is recommended that teachers follow the sequence of activities in a subtopic to teach the target vocabulary.

In each subtopic, students:

· listen, look, read and talk to establish familiarity with the context 

· are introduced to 20 target words 

· practise recognising and producing the written and spoken forms of each word 

· relate form and meaning 

· practise recognising the environment in which the words usually occur 

· use the words in new contexts. 

About this teacher guide

This document contains the teacher guide pages for all activities in the Animals topic. 
Click on the hyperlinks to access: 

· a PDF of each activity (teacher guide plus student worksheet)

· audio file(s) where available for student support

· additional resources where available.
Animals topic objective

· Recognise and use specialist and general vocabulary relevant to the description of special features of common animals, particularly mammals, birds, insects and molluscs. 

· Read, understand and respond to simple information reports about animals. 

· Listen to, understand and respond to simple information reports about animals. 

· Speak about animals. 

· Write a simple information report about animals. 
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1.1 Introducing mammals
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Orientation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Provide orientation to the subtopic. 
· Make links to prior knowledge. 
· Link to the science curriculum.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.1
What to do
1. Look at the first page of the student worksheet. Talk about the animals to draw out students’ existing knowledge of: 
· names of the mammals 
· parts of mammals – legs, ears, mouth 
· appearance – colour 
· where they live 
· what they eat. 
2. Play track 1.1 (Track 1 for this topic). Have students listen and look at the pictures on the next two pages of the student worksheet. 
3. Talk about the text. 
4. Have the students listen to the text again and read it. Remind students that, in English, we read from left to right. 
Extending the activity
· Find more pictures of mammals to talk about. 
· Find sections relating to mammals in class texts.
1.2 Target vocabulary – mammals 
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Word list
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Introduce target vocabulary. 
· Experience spoken and written forms and their usage.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.2
What to do
1. Play track 1.2 (Track 2 for this topic) and have students look at both pages of the student worksheet as they hear each word and the word in a defining context. 
	body
	born
	breathe
	dark
	female

	group
	grow
	hear
	help
	land

	live
	look for
	male
	move
	produce

	see
	smell
	warm
	water
	young


2. Have students listen again and repeat the words. 
3. Have students copy the words in the spaces. 
4. Point out plurals (for example, ‘Elephants live in groups’) and changed verb forms. 
Extending the activity
· Use the lists for revision and reference.

1.3 Identifying target vocabulary – mammals 
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Wordfind
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Identify written form of words.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do 
1. Show students how to circle, underline or highlight the words in the wordfind at the top of the worksheet. (The hidden words all read horizontally.)
Answers:
[image: image1.emf]
Extending the activity
· Make more wordfinds for the students. 
· Have students make wordfinds for one another.
1.4 Pronouncing target vocabulary – mammals
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Pronunciation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Pronouncing words.

What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Animals vocab cards 
What to do 
1. Have students look at the words at the bottom of the worksheet or the animals vocab card.
2. Say the words and ask students to circle them. 
3. Say the words and ask students to repeat them. 
4. Tap out the rhythm of words. 
5. Point to words at random and ask students to say them. 
6. Have students point to words for other students to say.
1.5 Recognising target vocabulary – mammals

Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Bingo
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Recognise the form and sound of the words.

What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do
1. Have students write one different word from the word list in each box in the first card on the student worksheet. 
2. Have students work in pairs to check spelling and legibility. 
3. Call out words in random order for students to put a line through the word on their card. The first student with all words crossed out wins. 
4. Play again using the second card.
1.6 Organising target vocabulary – mammals
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Jumbled words
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Spell the words. 
· Practise alphabetical order.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do 
1. Have students look at the jumbled words at the top of the worksheet.
2. Show students how to unjumble a word.
3. Have students unjumble each word and write it in the first column. 
4. Working in pairs, have students check each other’s work. 
5. Ask students to write the words in alphabetical order in the second column. 
Extending the activity
· Give students more words to unjumble. 
· Have students jumble words for others to unjumble.
1.7 Writing target vocabulary – mammals

Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Dictation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Write words accurately.
What you need 
· Student worksheet 
· Animals vocab cards 
What to do
1. Explain to the students that you will read one word at a time and they should write each one on a separate line on the bottom of the worksheet. 
2. Dictate 10 words from the word list. 
3. Working in pairs, have students compare what they have written. 
4. Display the animals vocab cards and have students mark how many they got correct.
Extending the activity
· Dictate a few words each day. 
1.8 Familiarisation with target vocabulary – mammals 
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Word cards
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Gain familiarity with spoken and written forms of words.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Scissors
What to do

1. Have students cut out the 20 word cards on the student worksheet and place them face up in front of them.
2. Have students point to each word as you say them in random order.
3. Have students sort words into categories, for example:
· words with four letters
· words with the same initial letter. 
Extending the activity
· Have students store the cards and use them daily for revision.
· Have students work in pairs, using two lots of cards, and play Memory: 
· Put all the cards face down. 
· One student picks up a card and reads it aloud and then picks up another card and reads it aloud. 
· If the words are the same, they keep the pair. If not, the other student has a turn.
· The winner is the person with the most pairs at the end.
1.9 Which are mammals?
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Grid completion
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Relate form and meaning.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Prepare for the activity by looking at the student worksheet and talking about each of the animals pictured.

2. Read the sentences aloud. Explain that each sentence describes a mammal. To complete the grid, students need to tick the sentences that apply to each animal.
3. Compare answers and decide which are correct. 
Extending the activity 
· Make another grid using other examples of animals. 
1.10 Matching adjectives and nouns
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Collocation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Recognise the environment in which words usually occur.

What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Work through the first set of words at the top of the student worksheet with the students and tick the nouns that work with the adjective. 
2. Encourage them to ask themselves: ‘Does it sound right?’ 
3. Have students work alone or in pairs to complete the rest of the activity. 
4. Compare answers and decide which are correct. 
1.11 Listening to pictures – sheep
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Word/picture matching
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Recognise target vocabulary in a new context.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.11
What to do

1. Ask students to look at the picture at the bottom of the student worksheet. 
2. Explain that that they will hear a description of the picture and need to write a number in each circle. 

3. Play track 1.11 (Track 3 for this topic).
4. Compare answers. 
Extending the activity
· Talk about other pictures and ask students to identify parts. 
· Give additional language so that students have to listen for key words. 
1.12 Tell me about mammals
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Describing pictures
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Produce target vocabulary in new contexts.

What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Have students work in groups. 
2. Each student takes turns to point to a picture on the student worksheet and then point to another student who must say something about the picture, for example: ‘Cows live in New Zealand’, ‘A cow is a mammal’. Phrases are acceptable, for example, ‘female lion’, ‘mother and father’. 
Extending the activity 
· Talk about other pictures. 
1.13 Introducing hedgehogs
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Text prediction
Literacy focus: Reading
Genre: Information reports

Objective
· Recall vocabulary relating to mammals.
· Predict what might be in a text about a mammal.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Look at the pictures on the student worksheet and talk about hedgehogs to draw out students’ existing knowledge of the subject and vocabulary. 
2. Have students try to predict what might be in a text about hedgehogs. 
3. Work together to produce a simple star diagram of what might be in the text. For example:
· what they look like – small, spines, long nose
· where they live – gardens 
· what they eat – worms, insects
· what they are – mammals.
Extending the activity 
· Use websites and books to provide additional knowledge and familiarity with the vocabulary.
1.14 Information about hedgehogs 
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Text organisation
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Information reports

Objective
· Recognise the structure of an information report.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.14
· Animals vocab cards
What to do

1. Play track 1.14 (Track 4 for this topic) and have students listen to the text being read while they look at the pictures in the student worksheet. 
2. Play the track again and have students read the text. 
3. Point out the glossary at the end of the text. Explain that the glossary contains specialist vocabulary that is not explained in the text or illustrations. Talk about the words in the glossary. 
4. Check that the students can recall the target vocabulary for mammals.

5. Explain how an information report is organised – title, classification and description – with details grouped into topics. 
6. Explain that this is the organisation they will find in texts in science as well as technology, home economics and other subjects where phenomena are classified and described. 
7. Help students to relate the questions in the subheadings to the content of each section of the text. 
Extending the activity 
· Find information about other mammals on websites (for example, www.zoo.org.au/Learning/Animal_Profiles), and help the students identify the parts of the text. 
· Help them understand that some subheadings mean the same, for example: What do they look like? = appearance. 
· Talk about the importance of illustrations to aid understanding and give additional information. 
1.15 Information about elephants
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Organising information
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Information reports

Objective
· Recognise the structure of an information report in an alternative text.

· Recognise the relationship of illustrations to text.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Scissors, glue, paper
What to do

1. Read through the text on the student worksheet together.

2. Have students work in small groups or pairs. Ask each group/pair to cut up one copy of the text and one set of pictures and then assemble them on a poster so they make sense. 
3. Compare answers. 
Extending the activity 

· Have students work on another set of text and pictures. See if they can do it more quickly! 
1.16 Using ‘be’ and ‘have’
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Recognising verbs
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Information reports

Objective
· Recognise the functions of the verbs ‘be’ and ‘have’ in the context of an information report.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Look at the student worksheet and talk through the examples. 
2. Explain that we use these verbs to link information in classifications and descriptions. (Plurals are used here, but students should be made aware that it is acceptable to use either provided usage is consistent.)
3. Explain that we usually use ‘be’ in a classification and when information is given about a whole thing. We use ‘is’ when we are talking about one thing and ‘are’ when we are talking about more than one. 
4. Explain that we use ‘have’ when giving information about the parts that belong to a thing. We use ‘has’ when we are talking about one thing and ‘have’ when we are talking about more than one. 
Extending the activity 
· Individually or in groups, give oral descriptions of more animals, including people. For example: ‘This is Ji. He is 14. He has black hair.’ 
· Have students monitor one another for correct use of ‘be’ and ‘have’. 
1.17 Information about rhinoceroses
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Using verbs
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Information reports

Objective
· Use ‘are’ and ‘have’ accurately to recognise classification and description.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Look at the picture of a rhinoceros on the student worksheet. 
2. Explain that students need to write ‘are’ or ‘have’ in the spaces at the top of the worksheet and then write the sentences in an appropriate order at the bottom of the worksheet. 
3. Discuss the work. 
1.18 Questions about hedgehogs
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Question forms
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Information reports

Objective
· Recognise and use question forms.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Scissors
What to do

1. Look at the question words on the first page of the student worksheet and talk about them. Use the examples to help you explain: 
· What? asks about things or actions. 
· When? asks about times. 
· Where? asks about places. 
· How? asks about the way something is done. 
· How + adjective? asks about details – length, amount, size, number. 
2. Have students fill in the correct question words to complete the questions about hedgehogs on the second page of the student worksheet. (It may be useful to listen to and read the text in Activity 1.14 again as preparation for this.)
3. When students have written the words, have them compare their work with a partner and then check it for correctness. 
4. Cut up sets of questions and answers and use them in different activities: 
· Individual students: Jumble the cards and have students match the questions with the answers. 
· Pairs of students: Divide the cards between them and play Snap. Players take turns to place the cards face up and call ‘snap’ when the question and answer matches. The first person to correctly call ‘snap’ keeps the pair of cards. The winner is the one with the most cards when all questions and answers have been matched. 
· Groups of students: Give half the group a question and the other half a corresponding answer. Students then have to find their partner with the matching question or answer. 
Extending the activity 
· Have students ask and answer questions about elephants (using the text in Activity 1.15 for reference) or any other animal they have studied. 
1.19 Information about bats
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Graphic organisation
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Information reports

Objective
· Place information in a graphic outline.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.19
What to do

1. Introduce bats as mammals. Look at the first two pages of the student worksheet and talk about the pictures together. 
2. Play track 1.19 (Track 5 for this topic) and have students listen to the text being read while they read along. 
3. Point out the glossary at the end of the text. Remind the students that the glossary contains specialist vocabulary that is not explained in the text or illustrations. Talk about the words in the glossary. 
4. Look at the third page of the student worksheet and explain that these are notes that give a summary of the text.

5. Play the track again and have students listen and read the notes.

6. Show students how to organise the notes using the boxes on the fourth page of the student worksheet. Ask them copy all the notes to the appropriate boxes. 
7. Compare how students have grouped these and discuss. 
8. Working in pairs, have students take turns to ask questions about the text using question forms from Activity 1.18. Encourage students to use the notes about bats as reference but give their answers in full sentences. 
1.20 Information about possums
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Mammals
Activity type/skill: Three-level guide
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Information reports

Objective
· Read with understanding.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Introduce possums as mammals. Look at the first two pages of the student worksheet and talk about the pictures together. Draw attention to the headings and talk about the words in the glossary.

2. Look at the third page of the student worksheet. Explain that they will need to answer these questions after they have read the text about possums. Explain that this group of questions is called a three-level guide:

· The first set of questions is all answered literally in the text – ‘on the lines’. 
· The second set of questions requires them to think about the information in the text – ‘between the lines’ – and work out the answers. 
· The third question asks them to relate what they have read to a wider context – ‘beyond the lines’.
3. Have students read the text about possums then circle an answer for each question.
4. Working in pairs or small groups, have students talk about their answers and say why they chose them. They should then compare their answers and reasons with the wider group. 
Answers:

1 
a) Possums live in New Zealand and Australia. 
True 

b) Some possums are brown. 
True 

c) Possums have big babies. 
False 

d) Possums eat plants. 
True 

e) Possums have short, thick tails. 
False 
2 
a) Baby possums come out of their mother’s pouch when they are 5 months old. 
False 

b) Possums eat apples. 
True

c) Possums sleep during the day. 
True 
3 
New Zealand needs more possums. 
False
1.21 Introducing birds 
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Birds 
Activity type/skill: Orientation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Provide orientation to the subtopic. 
· Make links to prior knowledge. 
· Link to the science curriculum.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.21
What to do
1. Look at the first page of the student worksheet and the illustration of a bird and practise naming the parts. 
2. Discuss the information on feathers, where they are found on the bird and their shape and function. 
3. In the box at the bottom of the page, have students draw a bird from their country (or a fantasy bird) and label the parts.
4. Play track 1.21 (Track 6 for this topic). Have students listen to the different bird songs.
5. Look at the second and third pages of the student worksheet. 
6. Have students follow the text as you read it. 
7. Discuss the text and pictures. Copy the glossary onto a whiteboard so that students can refer to the words. Remind students that the glossary covers specialist science words that are not explained in illustrations. 
Extending the activity 
· Find more pictures of birds to talk about in books or on websites. 

1.22 Target vocabulary – birds
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Birds 

Activity type/skill: Word list
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Introduce target vocabulary. 
· Experience spoken and written forms and their usage.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.22
What to do
1. Play track 1.22 (Track 7 for this topic) and have students look at both pages of the student worksheet as they hear each word and the word in a defining context. 
	catch
	develop
	dry
	egg
	fly

	hard
	inside
	light
	long
	narrow

	run
	shell
	short
	sharp
	sing

	small
	soft
	strong
	swim
	walk


2. Have students listen again and repeat the words. 
3. Have students copy the words in the spaces. 
4. Point out plurals (for example, ‘Eggs have shells’) and changed verb forms (for example, ‘A bird develops inside an egg’). 
Extending the activity
· Use the lists for revision and reference.

1.23 Identifying target vocabulary – birds
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Birds 

Activity type/skill: Wordfind
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Identify written form of words.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do 
1. Show students how to circle, underline or highlight the words in the wordfind at the top of the worksheet. (The hidden words all read horizontally.)
Extending the activity
· Make more wordfinds for the students. 
· Have students make wordfinds for one another.
1.24 Pronouncing target vocabulary – birds

Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Birds 

Activity type/skill: Pronunciation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Pronouncing words.

What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Animals vocab cards 
What to do 
1. Have students look at the words at the bottom of the worksheet or the animals vocab card.
2. Say the words and ask students to circle them. 
3. Say the words and ask students to repeat them. 
4. Tap out the rhythm of words. 
5. Point to words at random and ask students to say them. 
6. Have students point to words for other students to say.
1.25 Recognising target vocabulary – birds
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Birds 

Activity type/skill: Bingo
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Recognise the form and sound of the words.

What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do
1. Have students write one different word from the word list in each box in the first card on the student worksheet. 
2. Have students work in pairs to check spelling and legibility. 
3. Call out words in random order for students to put a line through the word on their card. The first student with all words crossed out wins. 
4. Play again using the second card.
1.26 Organising target vocabulary – birds

Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Birds 

Activity type/skill: Jumbled words
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Spell the words. 
· Practise alphabetical order.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do 
1. Have students look at the jumbled words at the top of the worksheet.
2. Show students how to unjumble a word.
3. Have students unjumble each word and write it in the first column. 
4. Working in pairs, have students check each other’s work. 
5. Ask students to write the words in alphabetical order in the second column. 
Extending the activity
· Give students more words to unjumble. 
· Have students jumble words for others to unjumble.
1.27 Matching parts of sentences
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Birds 

Activity type/skill: Collocation 
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Recognise the environment in which words usually occur.

What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Have students match the sentence beginnings and endings and then write the complete sentences. 
2. Compare answers and decide which are correct. 
Extending this activity 
· Divide more sentences like this for students to reconstruct. 
1.28 Familiarisation with target vocabulary – birds
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Birds 

Activity type/skill: Word cards
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Gain familiarity with spoken and written forms of words.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Scissors
What to do

1. Have students cut out the 20 word cards on the student worksheet and place them face up in front of them.
2. Have students point to each word as you say them in random order.
3. Have students sort words into categories, for example:
· words with four letters
· words with the same initial letter. 
Extending the activity
· Have students store the cards and use them daily for revision.
· Have students work in pairs, using two lots of cards, and play Memory: 
· Put all the cards face down. 
· One student picks up a card and reads it aloud and then picks up another card and reads it aloud. 
· If the words are the same, they keep the pair. If not, the other student has a turn. 
· The winner is the person with the most pairs at the end.
1.29 Birds puzzle 

Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Birds 

Activity type/skill: Crossword
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Experience the targeted words in a new context.

· Spell the targeted words accurately. 
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Look at the student worksheet. Work through the crossword with the students explaining the principles, as crosswords may not be familiar to students from other writing systems. 
2. Have students fill in the answers – both in the spaces in the clues and in the crossword itself.
Answers:

	Across

3. short

5. shells

6. light

7. dry

8. soft
	Down

1. catch

2. develop

4. fly

5. strong


1.30 Birds and people
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Birds 

Activity type/skill: Sorting
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Use target vocabulary in a new context.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Have students work with at least one other person. Explain that they need to:
· look at the phrases on the first page of the student worksheet 
· read each phrase out loud 
· discuss each phrase and decide whether it applies to only birds or to both birds and people
· write the phrase in the appropriate place on the second page of the worksheet. 
2. Encourage discussion, humour and creative thinking, for example, if they can clearly justify that a few people live on water. The learning occurs during the discussion – support and take part in the discussion, pushing them to find the words they need. 
1.31 Birds target vocabulary – same or different?
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Birds 

Activity type/skill: Equations
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Process the meaning of target vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Have students work in pairs using one student worksheet. 
2. Suggest that one of them reads or describes what is in the box on the left and the other does the same for the box on the right. 
3. They have to decide if both sides mean the same. If they think they are the same, they tick the circle. If they think they mean different things, they put a cross in the circle.
4. Encourage discussion – decisions must be justified.
1.32 Introducing penguins
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Birds 

Activity type/skill: Text prediction
Literacy focus: Listening
Genre: Information reports
Objective
· Ascertain and give credit for prior knowledge.
· Predict what might be in a text about penguins.
· Use vocabulary essential for the topic. 
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Look at the pictures on the student worksheet and talk about penguins to draw out students’ existing knowledge of the subject and vocabulary.
2. Have students try to predict what might be included in a talk about penguins. Support them as they put their knowledge into words. 
3. Work together to produce a simple star diagram of what might be covered in the talk and the knowledge they already have of the subject, for example: 
· what they are – birds 
· where they live – sea, ice, water
· what they eat – fish 
· what they look like – no wings, black, stand up
· what they do – swim, walk, eat, lay eggs. 
Extending the activity 
· Use websites and books to provide additional knowledge and familiarity with the vocabulary, for example, www.penguin.net.nz.
1.33 Penguin talk
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Birds 

Activity type/skill: Information transfer
Literacy focus: Listening
Genre: Information reports
Objective
· Recognise structure and language features of a spoken information report.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.33
What to do

1. Play track 1.33 (Track 8 for this topic) and listen to the text together. 
2. Discuss the text. 
3. Help students to complete the table of information in the student worksheet by copying the correct statement from the bottom of the page into the correct box. They will use some phrases more than once. 
Answers: 
	Part
	What the part is like
	What it helps penguins do 

	head
	smooth and round
	swim fast 

	beak
	strong
	catch fish 

	body

 
	smooth bodies
	swim fast

	
	layer of fat under skin
	keep warm 

	feathers
	oily
	keep dry 

	wings
	small
	swim fast 

	legs
	short and strong
	walk on ice, swim fast 

	feet
	thick and webbed
	swim fast, walk on ice 


Extending the activity 
· Have students make a grid about the blue penguin. 
1.34 Penguin conversation
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Birds 

Activity type/skill: Information transfer
Literacy focus: Listening
Genre: Information reports
Objective
· Identify structures and language features of spoken information reports.
· Develop listening accuracy.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.34
What to do

1. Play track 1.34 (Track 9 for this topic) and listen to the text together – two school students talking about penguins. 
2. Discuss what was included in the talk. 
3. Have the students listen again to the track in short sections and tell you what kind of information is covered in each section. 
4. Have students tick the topics that are covered in the text. (All topics should be ticked except ‘How young penguins grow’.) 
Extending the activity 
· Find short texts about other birds and list the information they cover. 
1.35 Describing a kākāpō
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Birds 

Activity type/skill: Information transfer
Literacy focus: Listening
Genre: Information reports
Objective
· More accurate listening.
· Record (with support) information from a listening text in a picture.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.35
What to do

1. Look at the pictures on the student worksheet and discuss what vocabulary and information might be included in a physical description of a bird. 
2. Explain that students must listen to the track and then tick the correct picture of each part of the bird as it is described in the column on the right or the left. 
3. Play track 1.35 (Track 10 for this topic).

4. Have students draw the bird in the box using the body parts identified. 
5. Have students compare their birds. 
6. Find a picture of a kākāpō for students to compare with their drawing. 
Extending the activity 
· Get the students to describe a bird from their country for you to draw. 
· Describe a bird you know for them to draw. Get it wrong! It will lead to them reformulating their speech and greater accuracy. 
1.36 Listening to pictures – gulls 
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Birds 

Activity type/skill: Word/picture matching
Literacy focus: Listening
Genre: Information reports
Objective
· Developing listening fluency.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.36
What to do

1. Look at the pictures in the student worksheet and talk together about gulls, eggs hatching, young birds developing, nestlings leaving the nest and learning to fly. Use key words like ‘hatch’, ‘chick’, ‘grow’, ‘flap wings’ and so on. 
2. Explain that the students must listen to the track and follow the instructions. 
3. Play track 1.36 (Track 11 for this topic) and have students complete the activity individually. Mark the activity by listening to the track with the whole group. 
Answers: 
a – 2

b – 6

c – 1

d – 4 

1.37 Information about kiwi
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Birds 

Activity type/skill: Information transfer
Literacy focus: Listening
Genre: Information reports
Objective
· Begin to record information from spoken texts.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.37
What to do

1. Before looking at the worksheet, draw out students’ existing knowledge about kiwi. Discuss what might be included in a spoken information report about kiwi. 
2. Play track 1.37 (Track 12 for this topic) and have students fill in the gaps in the sentences. It is useful for them to listen to the track several times as they complete the work. 
3. Mark the work together, listening to the track section by section and reaching agreement on the cloze inserts. 
Answers:

· nostrils – smell

· ear openings – hear 

· whiskers – long 

· beak – narrow 

· feathers – soft, warm

· wings – small 

· legs – strong, heavy

· feet – strong, run

· claws – sharp 

Extending the activity 
· Help students prepare a simple talk about a bird and give it to the class. Make a grid of information about the talk on the board. 
1.38 Introducing insects
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Insects 

Activity type/skill: Orientation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Provide orientation to the subtopic. 
· Make links to prior knowledge. 
· Link to the science curriculum.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.38a
· Audio track 1.38b
· Audio track 1.38c
What to do

1. Discuss insects in general – how the students feel about them, insects in their countries, personal experiences. 
2. Look at the first page of the student worksheet and practise saying the names of the insect parts.

3. Play track 1.38a (Track 13 for this topic). Have students listen to the text. 
4. Talk about the text. 
5. Have the students listen to the text again and read it. 
6. Look at the second page of the student worksheet and introduce life cycles. 
7. Play track 1.38b (Track 14 for this topic) and have students follow the two insect life cycles shown. 
8. Discuss the processes and explain and define the science vocabulary: adult, hatch, moult, larva, pupa (or chrysalis).
9. Read the page together. Try to draw out any other information the students may have about insects. 
10. Look at the third page of the student worksheet. Play track 1.38c (Track 15 for this topic) and have students listen and read. Discuss. 
Extending the activity 
· Find more pictures of insects to talk about in books and on websites (for example, www.earthlife.net/insects).

1.39 Target vocabulary – insects
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Insects 

Activity type/skill: Word list
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Introduce target vocabulary. 
· Experience spoken and written forms and their usage.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.39
What to do
1. Play track 1.39 (Track 16 for this topic) and have students look at both pages of the student worksheet as they hear each word and the word in a defining context. 
	about
	break (out)
	call
	change
	cold

	colour
	different
	heavy
	hole
	human

	join
	kind
	large
	outside
	pair

	part
	plant
	sound
	touch
	usually


2. Have students listen again and repeat the words. 
3. Have students copy the words in the spaces. 
4. Point out plurals (for example, ‘An insect’s body has three parts’) and changed verb forms (‘What are you called?’). 
Extending the activity
· Use the lists for revision and reference.

1.40 Ordering target vocabulary – insects
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Insects 

Activity type/skill: Alphabet skills
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Gain confidence and speed in using the Roman alphabet.

· Provide practice in writing the targeted words.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Have students look at the words at the top of the worksheet and put them in alphabetical order. 
2. Compare and discuss answers.

Extending the activity
· Use the lists for revision and reference.

1.41 Pronouncing target vocabulary – insects
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Insects 

Activity type/skill: Pronunciation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Pronouncing words.

What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Animals vocab cards 
What to do 
1. Have students look at the words at the bottom of the worksheet or the animals vocab card.
2. Say the words and ask students to circle them. 
3. Say the words and ask students to repeat them. 
4. Tap out the rhythm of words. 
5. Point to words at random and ask students to say them. 
6. Have students point to words for other students to say.
1.42 Recognising target vocabulary – insects 
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Insects 

Activity type/skill: Bingo
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Recognise the form and sound of the words.

What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do
1. Have students write one different word from the word list in each box in the first card on the student worksheet. 
2. Have students work in pairs to check spelling and legibility. 
3. Call out words in random order for students to put a line through the word on their card. The first student with all words crossed out wins. 
4. Play again using the second card.
1.43 Organising target vocabulary – insects
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Insects 

Activity type/skill: Jumbled words
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Spell the words. 
· Practise alphabetical order.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do 
1. Have students look at the jumbled words at the top of the worksheet.
2. Show students how to unjumble a word.
3. Have students unjumble each word and write it in the first column. 
4. Working in pairs, have students check each other’s work. 
5. Ask students to write the words in alphabetical order in the second column. 
Extending the activity
· Give students more words to unjumble. 
· Have students jumble words for others to unjumble.
1.44 Writing target vocabulary – insects

Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Insects 

Activity type/skill: Dictation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Write words accurately.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.44
What to do

1. Explain to the students that will hear group of words. They need to write each group on a separate line at the bottom of the worksheet. 
2. Play track 1.44 (Track 17 for this topic).
3. Working in pairs, have students mark each other’s work. 
Answers:
1. He is usually cold 
2. I went outside 
3. He touched me 
4. A large plant 
5. It broke out
6. One kind of insect
1.45 Familiarisation with target vocabulary – insects
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Insects 

Activity type/skill: Word cards
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Gain familiarity with spoken and written forms of words.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Scissors
What to do

1. Have students cut out the 20 word cards on the student worksheet and place them face up in front of them.
2. Have students point to each word as you say them in random order.
3. Have students sort words into categories, for example:
· words with four letters
· words with the same initial letter. 
Extending the activity
· Have students store the cards and use them daily for revision.
· Have students work in pairs, using two lots of cards, and play Memory: 
· Put all the cards face down. 
· One student picks up a card and reads it aloud and then picks up another card and reads it aloud. 
· If the words are the same, they keep the pair. If not, the other student has a turn. 
· The winner is the person with the most pairs at the end.
1.46 Insects target vocabulary – same or different? 
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Insects 

Activity type/skill: Equations
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Process the meaning of target vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Have students work in pairs using one student worksheet. 
2. Suggest that one of them reads or describes what is in the box on the left and the other does the same for the box on the right. 
3. They have to decide if both sides mean the same. If they think they are the same, they tick the circle. If they think they mean different things, they put a cross in the circle.
4. Encourage discussion – decisions must be justified.
1.47 Classifying insects
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Insects 

Activity type/skill: Flow diagram
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Identify insects and their parts using target vocabulary.

· Become familiar with a graphic form.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Look at the pictures on the student worksheet and discuss the insects with the students. 
2. Ask one student to describe one of the insects and have the other students try to guess which one they mean. 
3. Show the students how to work their way through the flow diagram, working individually or as a group, and have them write in the answers. 
Answers:
	
	stick insect
	wētā
	ant

	
	
	house fly



	
	mosquito
	cicada



	dragon fly
	bee


	
	


Extending the activity 
· Find other flow diagrams in books or websites and work through them. 
· Find real insects, observe and describe them. 
1.48 Wētā song and interview
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Insects 

Activity type/skill: Cloze
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Use target vocabulary in a new and more demanding context.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.48
What to do

1. Look at the picture on the student worksheet and discuss what students know about wētā.
2. Play track 1.48 (Track 18 for this topic). Listen to the song ‘Putaputawētā’ and have them try to sing along. (The text of the song is in School Journal, Part 1, No 2, 1986.)

3. Have students listen to the interview and work alone to fill in the spaces in the cloze activity – emphasise accuracy in spelling and word choice. 
4. Discuss their answers.

Answers:

insects
parts, pairs

outside

break out

holes

large, heavy

strong

fly

sounds

inside

Extending the activity 
· Make cloze exercises (one omitted word per sentence is appropriate at this stage) from material about insects from books or websites and work through them as a group activity.
1.49 Introducing butterflies
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Insects 

Activity type/skill: Text prediction
Literacy focus: Speaking
Objective
· Draw out students’ existing knowledge about butterflies. 
· Predict what might be in a text about butterflies.
· Present this knowledge in a simple diagram.
· Use vocabulary essential for the topic.

What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Look at the pictures on the student worksheet and talk about butterflies, their parts, what they do and their development. 
2. Have students try to predict what might be included in a talk about butterflies. 
3. Work together to make a simple diagram of what might be covered in a talk about butterflies. 
Extending the activity 
· Find more information about butterflies in books and on websites (for example, www.zoomschool.com/subjects/butterfly).

1.50 Introducing monarch butterflies
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Insects 

Activity type/skill: Checking predictions
Literacy focus: Speaking

Genre: Information reports
Objective
· Become familiar with the structure and language features of spoken information reports.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.50
What to do

1. Look at the student worksheet. Explain that students will hear someone talk about the monarch butterfly. In the right-hand column, have them tick the things they predict he might talk about (see Activity 1.49). 
2. Play track 1.50 (Track 19 for this topic) and have students look at the pictures as they listen. In the left-hand column, have them tick the things he did talk about. 
3. Discuss differences between their predictions and what the speaker talked about. 
1.51 Making butterflies
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Insects 

Activity type/skill: Giving and following instructions
Literacy focus: Speaking

Genre: Information reports
Objective
· Use target vocabulary and structures in a meaningful, focused speaking activity.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Scissors, glue, paper
What to do

1. Look at the student worksheet. Explain to students that they must make an anatomically correct butterfly using the parts given. 
2. Have students work in pairs. Have one of each pair cut out the butterfly parts. Have the other member of the pair tell how to position the butterfly parts to make a butterfly with three legs, one antenna and two wings. 
3. Support the students as they are working by providing them with help in using prepositions and asking for clarification if they do not understand their partner: 
· ‘Can you please repeat that?’ 
· ‘Could you say that again?’ 
4. Have the students check together that the butterflies have legs and wings joined to the thorax and antenna joined to the head and have them glue the butterfly to paper. 
5. Repeat the process with students taking a different role. 
Extending the activity 
· Have students colour in butterflies in fantastic ways, cut them out and hang them on a mobile. 
· Have students tell you how to draw another insect on the board.
1.52 Monarch butterfly life cycle
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Insects 

Activity type/skill: Information transfer
Literacy focus: Speaking

Genre: Information reports
Objective
· Speak formally about a familiar subject.
· Provide an environment where repetition of vocabulary and subject matter can lead to fluency.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Ask students to read the text about the life cycle of monarch butterflies on the first page of the student worksheet. 
2. Talk about what they know about monarch butterflies and life cycles. Make a life cycle diagram on the board. (You could look at Activity 1.38 as a reminder.) 
3. Study the illustrations on the next page of the student worksheet and get students to describe what is in them. 
4. Get one student to choose a sentence beside a picture and read it and then point to a classmate. That classmate must tell something else about that part of the life cycle, choose another sentence to read and then point to another student and so on. For example:

· Tai: ‘The larva makes a pupa around itself. Lin, tell me more.’ 
· Lin: ‘The pupae hang on swan plants. The female insect lays an egg. Joel, tell me more.’…

5. Support the students by referring them to the text or pictures for more information. Reformulate attempts that are not easily understood, and have the students repeat your version. 
Extending the activity 
· Use this technique with pictures of the life cycles of other insects.
1.53 Talking about monarch butterflies
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Insects 

Activity type/skill: Short talk
Literacy focus: Speaking

Genre: Information reports
Objective
· Provide an opportunity for students to use the language of science.
· Create a situation where students can practise speaking formally in a non-threatening situation.
· Encourage students to focus on accuracy.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Look at the student worksheet and help the students make notes by answering the questions given – they should not write full sentence answers. 
2. Help them practise sentences that provide the information needed and get them to help each other. 
3. Get them to present their information to the group. (Support students during the talk by asking the given questions if they want you to. Be satisfied with a few well formed, accurate sentences.) 
Extending the activity 
· Confident students can repeat the activity focusing on another insect. 
· Record the talks on tape, if you can. Tell the students you are going to do this. It will encourage them to be more accurate. Play the recording to them, pointing out their strengths. 
1.54 Introducing molluscs
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Molluscs 

Activity type/skill: Orientation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Provide orientation to the subtopic. 
· Make links to prior knowledge. 
· Link to the science curriculum.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.54
What to do
1. Look at the first page of the student worksheet. Talk about the molluscs to draw out students’ existing knowledge of: 
· parts of molluscs – shell, body 
· appearance – colour 
· where they live 
· what they eat 
· names of these animals and others they know. 
2. Make a simple star diagram on the board and then have students copy it on their worksheet.

3. Play track 1.54 (Track 20 for this topic). Have students listen and look at the pictures on the next two pages of the student worksheet. 
4. Talk about the text. 
5. Have the students listen to the text again and read it. 
Extending the activity
· Find more pictures of molluscs to talk about. 
· Find sections relating to molluscs in class texts.
1.55 Target vocabulary – molluscs 
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Molluscs 

Activity type/skill: Word list
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Introduce target vocabulary. 
· Experience spoken and written forms and their usage.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.55
What to do
1. Play track 1.55 (Track 21 for this topic) and have students look at both pages of the student worksheet as they hear each word and the word in a defining context. 
	close
	dig
	end
	enemy
	hide

	hungry
	like
	mark
	open
	place

	rock
	rough
	sea
	slowly
	smooth

	sun
	together
	use
	weather
	wet


2. Have students listen again and repeat the words. 
3. Have students copy the words in the spaces. 
4. Point out plurals (for example, ‘Birds are enemies of worms’) and changed verb forms. 
Extending the activity
· Use the lists for revision and reference.

1.56 Molluscs vocab puzzle

Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Molluscs 

Activity type/skill: Word puzzle
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Identify written forms of words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do

1. Look at the top of the student worksheet. Show students how to use the letter ‘T’ of the first word to find the next word and so on to complete the puzzle.
Answers: 
[image: image2.emf]
Extending the activity 
· Make more puzzles like this for the students. 
· Have the students make puzzles for one another. 
1.57 Pronouncing target vocabulary – molluscs
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Molluscs 

Activity type/skill: Pronunciation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Pronouncing words.

What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Animals vocab cards 
What to do 
1. Have students look at the words at the bottom of the worksheet or the animals vocab card.
2. Say the words and ask students to circle them. 
3. Say the words and ask students to repeat them. 
4. Tap out the rhythm of words. 
5. Point to words at random and ask students to say them. 
6. Have students point to words for other students to say.
1.58 Recognising target vocabulary – molluscs
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Molluscs 

Activity type/skill: Bingo
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Recognise the form and sound of the words.

What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do
1. Have students write one different word from the word list in each box in the first card on the student worksheet. 
2. Have students work in pairs to check spelling and legibility. 
3. Call out words in random order for students to put a line through the word on their card. The first student with all words crossed out wins. 
4. Play again using the second card.
1.59 Organising target vocabulary – molluscs

Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Molluscs 

Activity type/skill: Jumbled words
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Spell the words. 
· Practise alphabetical order.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do 
1. Have students look at the jumbled words at the top of the worksheet.
2. Show students how to unjumble a word.
3. Have students unjumble each word and write it in the first column. 
4. Working in pairs, have students check each other’s work. 
5. Ask students to write the words in alphabetical order in the second column. 
Extending the activity
· Give students more words to unjumble. 
· Have students jumble words for others to unjumble.
1.60 Writing target vocabulary – molluscs
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Molluscs 

Activity type/skill: Dictation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Write words accurately.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.60
What to do

1. Explain to the students that will hear several sentences. They need to write each sentence on a separate line at the bottom of the worksheet. 
2. Play track 1.60 (Track 22 for this topic).
3. Working in pairs, have students mark each other’s work. 
Answers:
1. The sea is smooth.

2. Rocks are rough.

3. Close the book. 
4. The weather is wet. 
5. We are hungry. 
Extending the activity 
· Dictate a few sentences each day. 
1.61 Familiarisation with target vocabulary – molluscs
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Molluscs 

Activity type/skill: Word cards
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Gain familiarity with spoken and written forms of words.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Scissors
What to do

1. Have students cut out the 20 word cards on the student worksheet and place them face up in front of them.
2. Have students point to each word as you say them in random order.
3. Have students sort words into categories, for example:
· words with four letters
· words with the same initial letter. 
Extending the activity
· Have students store the cards and use them daily for revision.
· Have students work in pairs, using two lots of cards, and play Memory: 
· Put all the cards face down. 
· One student picks up a card and reads it aloud and then picks up another card and reads it aloud. 
· If the words are the same, they keep the pair. If not, the other student has a turn. 
· The winner is the person with the most pairs at the end.
1.62 Molluscs target vocabulary – same or different?
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Molluscs 

Activity type/skill: Equations
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Process the meaning of target vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Have students work in pairs using one student worksheet. 
2. Suggest that one of them reads or describes what is in the box on the left and the other does the same for the box on the right. 
3. They have to decide if both sides mean the same. If they think they are the same, they tick the circle. If they think they mean different things, they put a cross in the circle.
4. Encourage discussion – decisions must be justified.
1.63 Classifying molluscs
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Molluscs 

Activity type/skill: Flow diagram
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Identify molluscs and their parts using target vocabulary.

· Practise using graphic form.

What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Look at the pictures on the student worksheet and discuss the molluscs with the students. 
2. Ask one student to describe one of the molluscs and have the other students try to guess which one they mean. 
3. Show the students how to work their way through the flow diagram, working individually or as a group, and have them write in the answers. 
Answers:

	
	
	
	
	
	scallop



	
	
	
	
	
	oyster



	slug
	snail
	limpet
	pāua
	tuatua
	mussel




1.64 Molluscs puzzle
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Molluscs 

Activity type/skill: Crossword
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Experience the targeted words in a new context.

· Spell the targeted words accurately. 
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Have students fill in the answers on the student worksheet – both in the spaces in the clues and in the crossword itself.
Answers:
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1.65 Listening to pictures – snails
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Molluscs 

Activity type/skill: Word/picture matching
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Recognise target vocabulary in a new context.

What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Audio track 1.65
What to do

1. Ask students to look at the picture at the top of the student worksheet. 
2. Explain that that they will hear a description of the picture and need to write a number in each circle. 

3. Play track 1.65 (Track 23 for this topic).
4. Compare answers. 
Extending the activity
· Talk about other pictures and ask students to identify parts. 
· You can give additional language so that the student has to listen for key words. 
1.66 Tell me about molluscs
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Molluscs 

Activity type/skill: Describing pictures
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Produce target vocabulary in new contexts.

What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Have students work in groups. 
2. Each student takes turns to point to a picture on the student worksheet and then point to another student who must say something about the picture, for example: ‘Slugs are animals’, ‘Mussels have two shells’. Phrases are acceptable. 
Extending the activity 

· Talk about other pictures. 
1.67 Revising vocabulary – animals 
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Describing animals 

Activity type/skill: Vocab revision
Literacy focus: Writing
Genre: Information reports

Objective
· Recall vocabulary relating to mammals, birds, insects and molluscs.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Animals vocab cards
What to do

1. Use the pictures to revise the 80 target words and specialist vocabulary relating to animals. 
2. Talk about the animals using language patterns students have practised. 
3. Talk about things students would expect to write in an information report about animals. 
	body
	born
	breathe
	dark
	female

	group
	grow
	hear
	help
	land

	live
	look for
	male
	move
	produce

	see
	smell
	warm
	water
	young


	catch
	develop
	dry
	egg
	fly

	hard
	inside
	light
	long
	narrow

	run
	shell
	short
	sharp
	sing

	small
	soft
	strong
	swim
	walk


	about
	break (out)
	call
	change
	cold

	colour
	different
	heavy
	hole
	human

	join
	kind
	large
	outside
	pair

	part
	plant
	sound
	touch
	usually


	close
	dig
	end
	enemy
	hide

	hungry
	like
	mark
	open
	place

	rock
	rough
	sea
	slowly
	smooth

	sun
	together
	use
	weather
	wet


1.68 Information about wētā
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Describing animals 

Activity type/skill: Text organisation
Literacy focus: Writing
Genre: Information reports

Objective
· Recall organisation of an information report.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Have students work in pairs to identify parts of the report about wētā on the student worksheet and write the questions on the correct lines. 
2. Discuss the results.

Answers:

· What are they?

· What do they look like?

· Where do they live?

· What do they eat?

· How do they reproduce?

Extending the activity 
· Have students identify parts of other information reports about animals and interpret the headings. 
1.69 Using ‘are’
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Describing animals 

Activity type/skill: Classifying
Literacy focus: Writing
Genre: Information reports

Objective
· Write sentences classifying animals.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Remind students that we use the verbs ‘is’ and ‘are’ to link information in classifications. 
2. Look at the examples at the top of the student worksheet and how the verb ‘are’ links the name of the animal with its class. 
3. Have students write the classifications for each animal. Remind them that kiwi and tarakihi are Māori words so do not take a plural ‘s’. 
Extending the activity 
· Write classifications of other animals. 
1.70 Using ‘are’ and ‘have’
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Describing animals 

Activity type/skill: Classifying and describing 
Literacy focus: Writing
Genre: Information reports

Objective
· Write sentences classifying and describing animals using ‘are’ and ‘have’.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Remind students that we use the verb ‘have’ to link the names of animals and their parts. 
2. Look at the examples at the top of the student worksheet and how the verb ‘have’ links the name of the animal (or pronoun) with the parts. 
3. Have students write the classifications and descriptions of what the animals look like using the labels and verbs to help them. Remind them that tuatua and takahē are Māori words so do not take a plural ‘s’. 
Extending the activity 

· Write about more animals. 
1.71 Using ‘are’, ‘have’ and action verbs
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Describing animals 

Activity type/skill: Classifying and describing
Literacy focus: Writing
Genre: Information reports

Objective
· Write sentences classifying and describing using ‘are’, ‘have’ and action verbs.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Explain that, while ‘is/are’ and ‘has/have’ link information, the action verbs carry meaning.
2. Look at the examples at the top of the student worksheet. Show students that, if you remove the action verbs, the sentence does not make sense. 
3. Have students find the action verbs in the text about wētā (Activity 1.68). 
4. Have students write the classifications and descriptions of the animals in sentences using the labels and verbs to help them. Remind them that wētā and kiwi are Māori words so do not take a plural ‘s’. 
5. Have them compare their work with a friend and make up more sentences to add to the descriptions. 
Extending the activity 
· Write more simple texts like these containing classifications and description using ‘are’, ‘have’ and action verbs.
1.72 Capital letters and full stops
Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Describing animals 

Activity type/skill: Punctuation
Literacy focus: Writing
Genre: Information reports

Objective
· Form capital letters clearly.

· Develop accuracy in punctuating simple sentences.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
What to do

1. Explain that we use a capital letter to start a sentence and a full stop at the end of a sentence. 
2. Stress the importance of forming capital letters that can be distinguished from lower case letters. Look at the examples at the top of the student worksheet.

3. Ask students to find examples of capital letters and full stops in the previous texts. Ask them to check that they used capital letters and full stops in the previous activities and correct their work if they did not. 
4. Have students write the alphabet in capital and lower case letters using their own handwriting and check that there is a clear difference between them – either in size or shape. 
5. Show them how to do the first sentence of the punctuation activity by writing a capital ‘P’ over the lower case ‘p’ at the start and adding a full stop at the end. Have students complete the rest independently. 
6. Mark one another’s work and then check the corrections as a group. 
Extending the activity 
· Write more sentences for them to punctuate. 
· Have them write sentences for one another to punctuate.
1.73 Write an information report

Topic: Animals
Subtopic: Describing animals 

Activity type/skill: Planning and writing
Literacy focus: Writing
Genre: Information reports

Objective
· Produce independently an information report about an animal using appropriate structure, vocabulary and language features.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Animals poster
What to do

1. Explain that, in this activity, students will plan and write an information report on an animal of their own choice. 
2. To prepare for writing and give students some ideas, you could:
· talk about the animals poster
· reread some of the texts in this topic and any texts about animals students may have enjoyed
· visit popular websites
· play games with the word cards to revise vocabulary. 
3. Look at the graphic outline on the student worksheet and explain that this is for students to organise their ideas under appropriate headings when they have chosen the animal they will write about. Explain that they don’t have to write in sentences at this stage and refer them back to the star diagrams they made in earlier activities. 
4. Have them do this independently and then show you their work. Prompt them to add more details using the target vocabulary. Prompt them to use a range of action verbs and adjectives. 
5. When they are satisfied that they have gathered all the information they need, have them write a draft on rough paper. Explain that this should include title, structure (classification and description) and language features, including:
· sentences that start with a capital letter and end with a full stop 
· correct use of ‘is/are’, ‘has/have’ and action verbs
· appropriate use of target vocabulary, spelled accurately 
· relevant illustration(s). 
6. Check their drafts with them and point out any parts that need further work. Encourage them to suggest what corrections could be made. 
7. Have them write their final information report and labelled illustration on a clean sheet of paper. 
8. Encourage them to share their work with others, and display or publish work if possible. Use the checklist in step 5 above to assess and record each student’s achievement. 
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