WEATHER TEACHER GUIDE

About Focus on English 

The Focus on English series is designed to provide an English language scaffold for new learners of English in New Zealand schools and supports the curriculum in mathematics, science and social studies for years 7 to 10.

High-frequency vocabulary, technical terms and basic language features are taught in contexts that support learning in science, mathematics and social studies at curriculum levels 3–4.

There are six topics in the series:

1. Animals – English for science 

2. Shapes – English for mathematics 

3. Plants – English for science 

4. Measurement – English for mathematics 

5. Weather – English for science 

6. Conservation – English for science 

(Download the Focus on English activity spreadsheet if you would like to search/sort all activities in the Focus on English series.)

All activities are designed to be used with teacher input. It is recommended that teachers follow the sequence of activities in a subtopic to teach the target vocabulary.

In each subtopic, students:

· listen, look, read and talk to establish familiarity with the context 

· are introduced to 20 target words 

· practise recognising and producing the written and spoken forms of each word 

· relate form and meaning 

· practise recognising the environment in which the words usually occur 

· use the words in new contexts. 

About this teacher guide

This document contains the teacher guide pages for all activities in the Weather topic. 

Click on the hyperlinks to access: 

· a PDF of each activity (teacher guide plus student worksheet)

· audio file(s) where available for student support

· additional resources where available.

Weather topic objective

· Recognise and use specialist and general vocabulary relevant to the science curriculum strand Making Sense of Planet Earth and Beyond.

· Read and listen in order to understand and respond to simple information about weather.
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5.1 Introducing climate
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Climate
Activity type/skill: Orientation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Provide orientation to the subtopic.
· Make links with previous knowledge.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 5.1a
· Audio track 5.1b
What to do
1. Look out the window and discuss the current weather. Ask what other kinds of weather students can name in English. Draw out the basic words – weather, sun, wind, rain.
2. Look at the first page of the student worksheet and have students draw a sunny day, a windy day and a rainy day in the circles and label them.
3. Play track 5.1a (Track 1 for this topic) and listen to the poem, pausing the track after the first time it is read. 
4. Discuss the poem and what it means.
5. Continue playing the track, letting the students complete each line and then supplying alternate lines.
6. Look at the second, third and fourth pages of the student worksheet. Play track 5.1b (Track 2 for this topic) and listen to and read the text together.
7. Talk about the ideas in the text. Draw out the students’ existing knowledge of the causes of weather. Discuss the weather vocabulary used. 
8. Draw the weather symbols on the board and get the students to label them. 
9. Look at the weather page of a newspaper and discuss the weather vocabulary and symbols used there. Ask the students to read pieces of the text from the newspaper and then explain the related graphic(s). If students come from the northern hemisphere, relate the current season/weather in their country to the season/weather here.
10. Look at the fifth page of the student worksheet. Explain to students that they need to keep a weather diary for 5 days and describe the weather using simple, accurate sentences. Leave information like this on the board during the time they are writing this diary, to support their writing:
· Temperature: cold? cool? warm? hot? – work with them to add examples of modifiers like ‘fairly’ or ‘very’ as needed and give them practice in estimating the temperature in degrees Celsius.
· Wind: none? a breeze? a gale? direction? – help them add any needed modifiers like ‘slight’, ‘strong’ and an estimate of speed (in km/h) and direction.
· Precipitation: mist? fog? drizzle? showers? rain? hail? snow? – work together to add modifiers like ‘light’, ‘heavy’ and so on.
· Cloud cover: complete? scattered? patchy? clear sky? fine? sunny? thick cloud? thin? overcast? a few clouds? dark clouds? fluffy clouds? white?
· Storm activity: thunder? lightning? 

11. Each day, when the students have finished writing the weather for the day, study the weather report in the previous day’s newspaper together. Is it similar to what they wrote? Did it predict what happened?
Extending the activity

· Go to the library and find books about weather. Books for younger children are useful. 

· The internet is a particularly useful source of weather information because it is up to date and provides graphics to illustrate weather concepts. Try:
· http://home.nzcity.co.nz/weather/
· www.metservice.com
· www.niwa.co.nz/education-and-training/schools/students/
· http://vortex.plymouth.edu/sun/sun1.html
· http://vortex.plymouth.edu/sun/sun3d.html
· Use the newspaper weather report or websites such as www.worldclimate.com or http://weather.noaa.gov/weather/ccworld.html to find out what the weather is like in the students’ home countries. Help them to interpret the information, which is usually in numerical and table form, clearly and accurately. 
· ‘It is very hot in Hong Kong today, and there is a strong wind.’
· ‘In Bangkok today, it is raining heavily and it is not as hot as usual.’
5.2 Target vocabulary – climate
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Climate
Activity type/skill: Word list
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Introduce target vocabulary. 
· Experience spoken and written forms and their usage.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 5.2
What to do
1. Play track 5.2 (Track 3 for this topic) and have students look at both pages of the student worksheet as they hear each word and its extensions (tense variations and plurals) and the word in a defining context. 
	area
	cause
	coast
	climate
	cool

	effect
	evenly
	fall
	flow
	heat

	low
	mountain
	pressure
	rarely
	region

	rise
	speed
	temperature
	vary
	weather


2. Have students listen again and repeat the words. 
3. Have students copy the words in the spaces. 
4. Point out plurals and changed verb forms (‘When water flows, it moves smoothly’). 
Extending the activity
· Use the lists for revision and reference.

5.3 Organising target vocabulary – climate
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Climate
Activity type/skill: Jumbled words
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Spell the words. 
· Practise alphabetical order.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do 
1. Have students look at the jumbled words at the top of the worksheet.
2. Show students how to unjumble a word.
3. Have students unjumble each word and write it in the first column. 
4. Working in pairs, have students check each other’s work. 
5. Ask students to write the words in alphabetical order in the second column. 
Extending the activity
· Give students more words to unjumble. 
· Have students jumble words for others to unjumble.
5.4 Pronouncing target vocabulary – climate
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Climate
Activity type/skill: Pronunciation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Pronounce words.
· Identify the sound of words. 
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Weather vocab cards 

What to do
1. Have students look at the words at the bottom of the worksheet or the weather vocab card.
2. Say the words and ask students to circle them. 
3. Say the words and ask students to repeat them. 
4. Tap out the rhythm of words. 
5. Point to words at random and ask students to say them. 
6. Have students point to words for other students to say.
5.5 Familiarisation with target vocabulary – climate
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Climate
Activity type/skill: Word cards
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Gain familiarity with spoken and written forms of words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Scissors
What to do

1. Have students cut out the 20 word cards on the student worksheet and place them face up in front of them.
2. Have students point to each word as you say them in random order.

3. Have students sort words into categories, for example:

· the same number of syllables
· the same initial sound
· the same final sound
· the same medial vowel sound
· the same sound for the letter ‘a’.

4. Have students:

· place the cards face down
· pick up a card, say and spell it
· turn the card over and say and spell it from memory. 
Extending the activity
· Have students store the cards and use them daily for revision.
· Use this set of cards with other vocab cards to play sound dominoes, matching final and initial sounds.
5.6 Finish this sentence
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Climate
Activity type/skill: Word forms
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Become familiar with different forms of target words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and talk about the words from the word list, then help students place the words in the correct spaces using word length as a check on accuracy. 
2. Have them complete the exercise in pairs or as a class group. Once they have agreed on the correct answers, have them read the sentences aloud. Explain that they may often be able to make corrections to their work by reading aloud to test whether it ‘sounds right’.
3. Have a student read each section aloud, helping them pronounce the words accurately.
5.7 Weather game
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Climate
Activity type/skill: Using weather expressions
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Speak fluently when using weather vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet 
· Dice and counters
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and talk about the symbols. Draw them on the board and label them (see Activity 5.1 for their meanings).
2. Before they start to play, copy this information on the board and draw and label compass points.
	Under 5°

Very cold

	6–10°

Cold
	11–15°

Cool
	16–20°

Warm
	21–25°

Hot
	Over 25°

Very hot

	10–29 km/h

A breeze
	30–59 km/h

A wind
	60+ km/h

A gale




3. Then play the game:
· Take turns to throw a dice and move your counter.
· When you land on a square, use the picture clues and wind and temperature information on the board to make a statement about the weather.
4. Play the game often. The first time you play, have the students make a simple comment about the picture cue. The next time, have them talk about the wind or temperature. Then combine the two.
5. Talk about the differences between a wind and a gale and what is regarded as hot and cold in different countries.
5.8 Local climate
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Climate
Activity type/skill: Using weather expressions
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Write new vocabulary in a meaningful context.
· Personalise use of new vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Talk with the students about their experience of the local climate. Look at websites like http://home.nzcity.co.nz/weather/ and www.metservice.com to see if their impressions are accurate.

2. Look at the student worksheet and ask them to find and read out any sentences that are true for the local area. 
3. Have them write the name of the local city or area on the top line of the left-hand column and then write three true sentences about the local weather.
4. Have them write the name of the city or area they come from on the top line of the right-hand column and then write three true sentences about the weather in that place, using their own knowledge and information from websites.
5.9 Writing target vocabulary – climate
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Climate
Activity type/skill: Dictation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Process the meaning of target words.
· Become conscious of grammatical forms.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Have students work in pairs. If there is only one language learner, have them work with a native speaker of English to complete this activity.
2. Ask the students to listen carefully and try to remember as much as possible of what you say. They can write key words on a piece of paper if they want to. Read this sentence twice, at normal speed:
Most snow in New Zealand falls in mountain areas, but snow sometimes falls near the coast in the east of the South Island.
3. Have the students work together to reconstruct the sentence on paper. When they think they have got it as accurate as possible, have them write it on the lines at the top of the student worksheet.

4. Then write the sentence on the board and let the students correct their own work. Praise accuracy of spelling, punctuation, grammar (falls, in the east, near the coast and so on).
Extending the activity
· Repeat this activity regularly. Try these sentences:

· The regions near the north and south poles are always cold because the sun is low in the sky.
· In the southern part of New Zealand, winter is the driest time.
5.10 Read and draw
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Climate
Activity type/skill: Word/picture matching
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Focus on the meaning of target vocabulary.

· Use vocabulary in new contexts.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the bottom of the student worksheet. Read the captions in the boxes as a group. 
2. Copy the nine boxes on the board. Ask them to think of something suggested by the caption for you to draw in each box. 
3. Rub your drawings off the board. Tell them they have 10 minutes to draw something in each box to illustrate the captions. (The competence of the drawing is irrelevant – it is the idea that counts.) Make it a competition. Tell them you will give two marks for each idea that is correct and different from the picture you drew on the board and one mark for drawings that are the same as the one that you drew on the board. Encourage lateral thinking and using the vocabulary in a new environment, for example, an electric jug to heat water. 
4. Have the students explain their drawings to the group, which must accept that the drawings accurately represent the caption before marks are allocated. 
5.11 The New Zealand climate
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Climate

Activity type/skill: Identifying information
Literacy focus: Vocabulary

Objective

· Use new vocabulary in a meaningful context.

· Work with spoken and written texts.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 5.11
What to do
1. Look at the first page of the student worksheet and have the students silently read the information report about the New Zealand climate. Then have them read it aloud section by section, using the map to find the regions mentioned. 
2. Personalise the information by finding where the students live and identifying the information that applies to that area. For example, Auckland is in northern New Zealand so it must have a subtropical climate, winter must be the wettest time, it must have at least 2,000 hours of sunshine a year and so on. 
3. Play track 5.11 (Track 4 for this topic) and have students listen to the spoken text giving similar information.
4. Working in pairs, have students look at the second page of the student worksheet. They must read the sentences in the grid and tick the appropriate boxes to show which text or texts contains the information. Explain that they must read and listen for the information – not the exact words of the statements. Play the track again to help them.
5. Mark as a group, identifying the phrases in each text that give the information.
Answers:

	Statement
	Reading
	Listening

	Northern New Zealand has a subtropical climate. 
	(
	(

	Mountains divide the east and west sides of both islands. 
	(
	(

	The west coast of the South Island is the wettest area in New Zealand.
	(
	(

	In northern New Zealand and the central North Island, there is more rain in winter than in summer.
	(
	(

	The coolest month of the year is usually July. 
	(
	(

	Frosts can happen anywhere in New Zealand. 
	(
	(

	New Zealand is a sunny country. 
	(
	(

	The warmest months are usually January and February. 
	(
	(

	Most of New Zealand has a temperate climate. 
	(
	(

	Snow rarely falls in coastal areas of the North Island. 
	(
	(


5.12 Introducing wind
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Climate
Activity type/skill: Orientation
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Explanations
Objective

· Provide orientation to the subject of wind.

· Make links to prior knowledge.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and talk about wind. 
2. Draw out students’ existing knowledge of wind, the names of different winds and the causes and effects of wind. Record the words they offer in a cluster. The words in a cluster are any associated with an idea. They do not have to be the same part of speech, but as new words are added, they could be placed near ones they associate with, for example, ‘hurricane’ could be placed near ‘storm’. Your cluster might start like this:
[image: image1.emf]
Extending the activity

· Find books in the library about winds and storms for reference and extensive reading.
· Collect myths and legends with weather themes.
5.13 Beaufort scale
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Climate
Activity type/skill: Text organisation
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Explanations
Objective

· Understand the role of illustrations in explanations.
· Use relationship clues such as cause and effect to aid understanding.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Scissors, glue

What to do
1. Look at the first page of the student worksheet and talk about the Beaufort scale.
2. Ask students why it is important to estimate the speed of winds in weather forecasting. Point out that Beaufort developed his scale in the days of sailing ships. 
3. Look at the headings in the table. Practise pronouncing the names of winds and check that students are familiar with the concept of kilometres per hour.
4. Take turns to ask questions like: 
· What do you call a wind with a speed between 26 and 35 kilometres per hour? 
· What is the speed of a gale? 
· What are the effects of a light breeze?
5. Cut out the descriptions of the effects of winds from one copy of the second page of the student worksheet and divide the descriptions between the students – they should not show one another their descriptions.
6. Have the group reconstruct the text in the correct order by negotiation. This should lead to a lot of discussion. Make sure that students are able to interrupt appropriately and disagree with one another politely. 
7. When they are agreed on the correct order, give them each a copy of the second and third pages of the student worksheet and have them cut out and reconstruct the text individually and copy or glue it on their own worksheet.
5.14 How does wind blow?
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Climate
Activity type/skill: Text organisation
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Explanations
Objective

· Recognise the structure and language features of an explanation.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and read the text together. Point out that this is the sort of text they will often find in science or technical subjects to explain why or how things work.
2. Help them relate the labels – title, description, explanation, graphic – to the content of each section.
3. Help them to notice the language features of a text of this type: 
· Present tense verb forms
· Impersonal pronouns
· Words that link ideas, such as ‘because’ and ‘when’.
4. Help them use the graphic to clarify the content of the text.
Extending the activity
· Find similar texts about natural phenomena in science textbooks or library books.
5.15 Cause and effect
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Climate

Activity type/skill: Sentence structure

Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Explanations

Objective

· Recognise the use of ‘when’ to link cause and effect.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Explain to the students that, in science, they may be asked the question ‘What happens when…?’ 
2. Look at the example at the top of the student worksheet and then have them complete the table of causes and effects, then check the answers by asking a question for each. For example, ‘What happens when air is heated?’, ‘What happens when air is cooled?’
Answers:
	Cause
	Effect

	When air is heated
	it becomes lighter.

	When air is cooled
	it becomes heavier.

	When air becomes lighter
	it rises.

	When air becomes heavier
	it sinks.

	When cool air sinks
	it creates an area of high pressure.

	When warm air rises
	it creates an area of low pressure.

	When land is heated
	it heats the air above.

	When land is cooled
	it cools the air above.


5.16 Using ‘this’ and ‘these’
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Climate
Activity type/skill: Demonstrative pronouns
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Explanations
Objective

· Recognise the use of demonstrative pronouns to link ideas.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the example at the top of the student worksheet and discuss how ‘this’ and ‘these’ can be used to link ideas to previous information.
2. Have them work in pairs to decide on the correct following sentence and write the number in the circles. 
3. Have pairs compare answers.
4. Find more examples of using ‘this’ and ‘these’ in other texts.
Answers:
3. This means that a wind blowing from the north-west is called a north-westerly, a north-west wind or a nor’wester.
5. These winds are called westerlies.
1. This causes it to rise.
6. Storms like these can cause a lot of damage.
2. This creates high air pressure.
4. This movement of air is wind.
5.17 Sea breezes
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Climate
Activity type/skill: Reading and drawing information
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Explanations
Objective

· Present information in graphic form.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and have students read about sea breezes and talk about how land and sea breezes work. 
2. Then have them add arrows to complete the diagrams to show circulation patterns.
Answers:
[image: image2.emf]
5.18 Using ‘why’ and ‘because’
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Climate
Activity type/skill: Answer forms
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Explanations
Objective

· Answer ‘why’ questions appropriately.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Remind students that ‘why’ questions ask for reasons and usually require an answer that includes the word ‘because’.
2. Look at the example at the top of the student worksheet and show them how the answer is a full sentence. 
3. Have them work together to formulate answers to the questions and write these in the spaces provided.
4. Have them look at the text on sea breezes (Activity 5.17), then look at the pictures on the bottom of the student worksheet and draw an arrow to show how the breeze would affect the person at each of the times shown. 
5. Have one student explain why they have placed the arrow as they have, for example, ‘At 1 o’clock in the afternoon, the person feels the breeze blowing on their right-hand side because…’ 
5.19 Māui and the Sun
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Climate
Activity type/skill: Ask and answer
Literacy focus: Reading

Genre: Explanations
Objective

· Demonstrate a high level of understanding of text.

· Recognise cause and effect in a narrative.

· Develop skills in summarising ideas.

· Develop skills in retelling ideas fluently. 
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Talk about traditional stories and the way they were used to explain natural phenomena until they were replaced by scientific explanations. (Māui and the Sun is a traditional Māori story told to explain the origin of the length of the days.
2. Ask students if they know any stories from their own cultures that explain weather or related phenomena.
3. Look at the first three pages of the student worksheet and read the text with the students and discuss any new words or ideas. Use the pictures to help them gain a high level of understanding of the story.
4. Look at the fourth page of the student worksheet. Working in pairs, have one student ask the questions from the final page of the activity. The other student should not look at the questions while they answer them. 
5. Have students change roles and ask and answer the questions again. When they are confident they can ask and answer fluently, they retell the story for the larger group.
Extending the activity
· Have students write the answers to the questions to form a written summary of the story for homework.
5.20 Introducing water
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Water
Activity type/skill: Orientation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Provide orientation to the subtopic.

· Make links with and value previous knowledge.

· Link to the science curriculum.

· Present target vocabulary in context.

· Introduce technical vocabulary related to water.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 5.20a
· Audio track 5.20b
· Audio track 5.20c
What to do
1. Look at the first page of the student worksheet and talk about water. 
2. Write the questions on the board. Find out what students already know about water and make notes under each question.
3. Play track 5.20a (Track 5 for this topic) and have students look at the second and third pages of the student worksheet and listen to the text as they look at the pictures. 
4. Talk about the text and pictures and draw out students’ knowledge of examples of water in its different states, for example, frozen food contains solid water, steam is water vapour. 
5. Remind students about the weather words they know to draw out statements such as ‘Rain is water as a liquid, snow is water as a solid’.
6. Focus on pronunciation of the technical words – evaporation, condensation, water vapour. Talk about any work they have done in science where they may have used these technical words.
7. Look at the fourth page of the student worksheet and have students work in pairs or small groups to complete the activities. Encourage discussion and reference back to the text they have just read. Compare answers.
8. Look at the fifth page of the student worksheet and talk about the water cycle. Remind students how cycles work, for example, life cycles. 
9. Play track 5.20b (Track 6 for this topic) and have students listen and look at the diagram. 
10. Ask questions about parts of the diagram to draw out what they recall and encourage the use of technical words in complete sentences, for example:
· What is happening in that big cloud?
· How does water flow back to the sea? 
· Why is that arrow pointing upwards? 
11. Look at the simplified diagram on the sixth page of the student worksheet and the sentences below it. Explain that they need to decide what is happening at each stage of the cycle and write the correct number in the circle beside each sentence. Help them to do the first one. They should do this individually, then compare their answers. 
12. Encourage discussion to get agreement on the correct order. When they are satisfied that they have ordered the sentences correctly, have students describe the complete cycle. Encourage them to use their own words, not simply read the sentences. Each student should take a turn and monitor one another for correct pronunciation of technical words. If they do not understand, they should interrupt politely – ‘Excuse me, what did you say?’
13. Look at the seventh and eighth pages of the student worksheet and play track 5.20c (Track 7 for this topic) and have students listen and read. 
14. Read the text again together. Draw attention to the different forms of known vocabulary – is cooled, condenses, becomes cooler, form bigger, heavier drops.
15. Look at the ninth page of the student worksheet and have students use the subheadings to label the photographs. Talk about the photographs, encouraging students to describe the process of the formation of the different types of precipitation. 
Answers:

A. 1. T, 2. F, 3. T, 4. F, 5. F, 6. T, 7. F.
B. (two atoms of hydrogen + one atom of oxygen) = water (H2 + O) = H2O
C. 

	Change
	Name of change
	Cause of change

	liquid to gas
	evaporation
	heating

	liquid to solid
	freezing
	cooling

	solid to liquid
	melting
	heating

	gas to liquid
	condensation
	cooling


4 Water drops grow larger and heavier.
7 Water soaks into the soil.
5 Water falls back to the earth as rain.
3 Water vapour condenses.
2 Water vapour rises.
6 Water flows back towards the sea.
1 Water evaporates from the surface of the sea.
Extending the activity
· Search for websites about the water cycle. 
· Read the article ‘Shapes of Water’ (School Journal Part 1, Number 4, Learning Media, 1995) and identify the forms of water in the photographs.
5.21 Target vocabulary – water
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Water
Activity type/skill: Word list
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Introduce target vocabulary. 
· Experience spoken and written forms and their usage.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 5.21
What to do
1. Play track 5.21 (Track 8 for this topic) and have students look at both pages of the student worksheet as they hear each word and its extensions (tense variations and plurals) and the word in a defining context. 
	continue
	cover
	damage
	electricity
	energy

	explode
	fierce
	float
	flood
	freeze

	fresh
	lake
	liquid
	loud
	melt

	noise
	process
	river
	storm
	travel


2. Have students listen again and repeat the words. 
3. Have students copy the words in the spaces. 
4. Point out plurals (for example, ‘New Zealand has a lot of large beautiful lakes’) and changed verb forms (‘Something that floats stays on the surface of the water’). 
Extending the activity
· Use the lists for revision and reference.

5.22 Water puzzle
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Water
Activity type/skill: Word puzzle
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Identify written forms of words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the top of the student worksheet. Show students how to use the letter ‘L’ of the first word to find the next word and so on to complete the puzzle.
Answers:
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Extending the activity 

· Make more puzzles like this for the students. 
· Have the students make puzzles for one another. 
5.23 Pronouncing target vocabulary – water
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Water
Activity type/skill: Pronunciation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Pronounce words.
· Identify the sound of words. 
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Weather vocab cards 

What to do
1. Have students look at the words at the bottom of the worksheet or the weather vocab card.
2. Say the words and ask students to circle them. 
3. Say the words and ask students to repeat them. 
4. Tap out the rhythm of words. 
5. Point to words at random and ask students to say them. 
6. Have students point to words for other students to say.
5.24 Familiarisation with target vocabulary – water
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Water
Activity type/skill: Word cards
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Gain familiarity with spoken and written forms of words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Scissors
What to do

1. Have students cut out the 20 word cards on the student worksheet and place them face up in front of them.
2. Have students point to each word as you say them in random order.

3. Have students sort words into categories, for example:

· the same number of syllables
· the same initial sound
· the same final sound
· the same medial vowel sound
· the same sound for the letter ‘a’.

4. Have students:

· place the cards face down
· pick up a card, say and spell it
· turn the card over and say and spell it from memory. 
Extending the activity
· Have students store the cards and use them daily for revision.
· Use this set of cards with other vocab cards to play sound dominoes, matching final and initial sounds.
5.25 Spelling target vocabulary - water
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Water
Activity type/skill: Code cracking
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Focus on the meaning and spelling of list words
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and show students how the symbols in the key represent letters of the alphabet.
2. Show them how to use the key to write letters of the alphabet in the spaces in each sentence. 
3. Then show them how to use the rest of each sentence and the picture to work out the remaining letters in the word. 
4. Ask students to use the code to work out what sentences 1 and 2 say at the bottom of the student worksheet.
Answers:

continues
energy
rivers
float
process
travel
1. Water has three forms: solid, liquid and gas.
2. New Zealand has many lakes, rivers and mountains.
Extending the activity
· Ask students to work out a code of their own for three or four words and make sentences using the words. Check these are accurate and have the class work together to crack the code.
5.26 Noun, adjective, verb or adverb?
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Water

Activity type/skill: Identifying parts of speech
Literacy focus: Vocabulary

Objective

· Become familiar with different forms of target vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the first page of the student worksheet. The chart lists different forms of 12 words from the word list. The form that appears in the word list is bold. 
2. Have students repeat the words after you and then fill in the spaces on the second page of the student worksheet. Warn them to watch for past tense verb forms (continued) and comparative forms of adjectives (louder).
3. When they have completed this, have them check their work with you or a partner, then read the sentences aloud. Start by having them repeat the sentences after you, then have them read aloud again. Explain that the purpose of this is to start to recognise when words ‘sound right’ and that this is a good test for them to use in their own written work.
Answers:

	continued
	continuously
	

	covered
	cover
	

	damage
	damaged
	damaged

	explode
	explosion
	

	fierce
	fiercely
	

	flood
	flood
	flooded

	freeze
	frozen
	freezing

	louder
	louder
	loudly


5.27 Water target vocabulary – same or different?
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Water
Activity type/skill: Equations
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Process the meaning of target vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do

1. Have students work in pairs using one student worksheet. 
2. Suggest that one of them reads or describes what is in the box on the left and the other does the same for the box on the right. 
3. They have to decide if both sides mean the same. If they think they are the same, they tick the circle. If they think they mean different things, they put a cross in the circle.
4. Encourage discussion – decisions must be justified.
5.28 Tell me about water
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Water
Activity type/skill: Describing pictures
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Produce target and technical vocabulary in new contexts.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do

1. Have students work in groups. 
2. Each student takes turns to point to a picture on the student worksheet and then point to another student who must say something about the picture and give an explanation of the process associated with it
Extending the activity 

· Talk about other pictures. 
5.29 Introducing rain
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Water
Activity type/skill: Orientation
Literacy focus: Listening

Genre: Explanations
Objective

· Recognise prior knowledge.

· Become familiar with a weather phenomenon and how we speak about it.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and discuss the questions with the students, bringing out important vocabulary such as ‘flood’ and ‘drought’.
2. Have the students add:
· a definition of rain
· a very short or diagrammatic explanation of the water cycle
· a definition of a flood 
· a definition of a drought
· and any other relevant information they think of.
5.30 What is rain?
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Water
Activity type/skill: Vanishing cloze
Literacy focus: Listening

Genre: Explanations
Objective

· Gain familiarity with vocabulary associated with the water cycle.

· Develop listening fluency.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 5.30a
· Audio track 5.30b
· Audio track 5.30c
What to do
1. Play track 5.30a (Track 9 for this topic) and discuss any unknown words or concepts. Have students complete text 1 and cover this work.
2. Repeat the exercise using track 5.30b (Track 10 for this topic) and then track 5.30c (Track 11 for this topic).

3. Compare and discuss answers. 
Answers:

1. falling, separate, caused, of, oceans, changing, a, vapour, evaporation, vapour, down, water, cold, the, and, from
Extending the activity
· Prepare other texts in the same way and read them out for the students to complete.
5.31 Rainfall extremes
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Water

Activity type/skill: Identifying information
Literacy focus: Listening

Genre: Explanations
Objective

· Listen for specific information.

· Develop accuracy in listening.

· Relate the information found in two sources.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 5.31
What to do
1. Look at the top of the student worksheet and explain to the students that they must listen to get information to complete the table.
2. Play track 5.31 (Track 12 for this topic) and then have the students complete the table. (Play the track as often as necessary.)
Answers:
	
	Length of time 
	Amount (mm)
	Place
	Date 

	Highest
	10 minutes
	34 
	Tauranga (Bay of Plenty)
	 17 April 1948 

	
	1 hour
	107
	Whenuapai (Auckland)
	16 February 1966

	
	24 hours 
	682
	Collier’s Creek (West Coast)
	21–22 January 1996

	
	1 calendar month
	2,927
	Cropp River (West Coast)
	December 1995

	
	1 year
	18,422
	Cropp River (West Coast)
	29 October 1997–
29 October 1998

	Lowest
	3 months
	10
	Clyde (Central Otago)
	July–September 1966 

	
	6 months
	53
	Alexandra (Central Otago)
	March–August 1930

	
	1 year
	167 
	Alexandra (Central Otago)
	November 1963–
October1964


5.32 Which weather phenomenon?
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Water
Activity type/skill: Recognising weather expressions
Literacy focus: Listening

Genre: Explanations
Objective

· Listen to and understand a defining text.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 5.32
What to do
1. Look at the bottom of the student worksheet and explain to students that they will listen to short texts and then write the name of the weather phenomenon described on the track.
2. Play track 5.32 (Track 13 for this topic) and do the first example as a group. Then have the students complete the work as a group or individually depending on how difficult they find the activity.
Answers:

1. hail

2. snow

3. rain

4. wind

Extending the activity
· Provide similar descriptions of other needed vocabulary items and have the students write the answers.
5.33 Storm poems
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Water
Activity type/skill: Verb forms
Literacy focus: Listening

Genre: Explanations
Objective

· Listen to a different text genre (poetry).

· Hear and record weather vocabulary.

· Become aware of verb forms.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 5.33
What to do
1. Talk about poetry with the students and how it is sometimes presented with short lines and unfinished sentences. Discuss writing poems and whether they enjoy poetry. 
2. Look at the student worksheet and explain that school students wrote these poems after a severe rainstorm. 
3. Play track 5.33 (Track 14 for this topic) and have them listen and complete the poems. Check they have used correct verb forms.
	Storm

The sky is dark

It looks like night

Lightning flashes

It’s fun all right.

Wind screams in savage fury

Oh, what a sight.

Rain hits like bullets on the roof

There is no light

Now the power is down

We’re stuck here quite tight.

Trees snap their backs in rage

“We’ll not give up without a fight”

A huge crack of thunder

The storm is at its might.


	The night of the storm

Wind howled.

The trees swayed.

Waves crashed.

The ground shook.

Lightning cracked.

The fire spread.

Rain lashed downwards.

The rivers rose.

CRASH, BANG, HOWL,

PAT PAT PITTI PAT

The cacophony of sound echoed

Through the night.


5.34 Stormy January
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Water
Activity type/skill: Information transfer
Literacy focus: Listening
Genre: Explanations
Objective

· Listen to and record information about a weather incident.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 5.34
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and explain that students will hear information about extraordinary weather activity over a period in January.

2. Play track 5.34 (Track 15 for this topic) and have students listen and draw the appropriate symbols in the boxes beside each event, and add temperatures and wind speeds if they can.
3. Complete the first box together and then have the students work through the activity at their own pace. Replay the track as required.
Answers:
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5.35 Coping with weather
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Water

Activity type/skill: Describing pictures
Literacy focus: Speaking

Genre: Personal recount
Objective

· Make links with previous knowledge.

· Revise the vocabulary of climate.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and ask the students these questions about the photos of people reacting to weather. 
· Who/what is being affected by the weather?
· Where are they?
· When do you think this happened? (the season)
· What kind of weather is it? (strong wind or a gale and rain, very hot and sunny, cold and wet, snowing in the mountains, cold below)
· How are the people coping with the weather? (clothing, wool, swimming, umbrella)
Extending the activity
· Discuss how people cope with all kinds of weather in different parts of the world, for example, sleeping on the roof in hot parts of Asia, saunas in Scandinavia.
5.36 Survival kit
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Water
Activity type/skill: Word/picture matching
Literacy focus: Speaking

Genre: Personal recount
Objective

· Use the vocabulary of weather when speaking.

· Gain information about how to cope with weather emergencies.

· Focus on speaking fluency.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Talk about extreme weather, especially any you or anyone in the group has experienced. 

2. Find out which bad weather is known best to the group – floods, tornadoes, drought, typhoons, blizzards – and ask them to write the name of that weather phenomenon on the line in the box on the student worksheet.
3. Working in pairs, they must choose one weather phenomenon and decide the 15 most essential things for an emergency kit for a family in that situation.
4. Compare lists as a larger group. They must be able to justify their choices to you and explain why they have omitted or included certain things. 
5. Repeat the process for the other person in each pair, focusing on a different weather emergency.
Extending the activity
· Look at Civil Defence sites and discuss local hazards and how to cope with them – see www.civildefence.govt.nz.
· Read and discuss descriptions of significant local weather events, for example, on www.stuff.co.nz.
5.37 My country’s climate
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Water
Activity type/skill: Planning and giving a talk
Literacy focus: Speaking

Genre: Personal recount
Objective

· Focus on speaking accuracy.

· Talk about familiar concepts.

· Gain classroom skills.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Explain that students have to plan and deliver a short talk about the climate in their country. 
2. Look at Activity 5.11 and listen to track 5.11 (Track 4 for this topic). 
3. Talk about the things that must be covered when describing climate:
· A general statement
· Temperature
· Precipitation (rain, snow, frost, mist)
· Wind 
· Sunshine.
4. Have students plan a short description of their country’s climate on rough paper using the headings above. Help them refer to the internet for information (for example, www.worldclimate.com).
5. Help them edit their work and write a good copy on the student worksheet.
6. Give them an opportunity to practise their talk in pairs, helping each other with pronunciation and grammar. 
7. Have them give their talks to a larger group. Give positive feedback on accuracy of information, grammar, pronunciation, fluency and clarity.
5.38 Introducing storms
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Storms
Activity type/skill: Orientation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Recognise prior experience and its relevance in the classroom.
· Present target vocabulary in context.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 5.38
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and begin by telling a personal experience of a storm, and then draw out personal stories of bad weather from the students.
2. Make lists on the board of useful verbs, nouns and adjectives that the students suggest.
3. Have them copy the words into the boxes on their worksheets.
4. Look at the second and third pages of the student worksheet and play track 3.58 (Track 16 for this topic). Have students listen to the track first without reading, then listen again and follow the text.
5.39 Target vocabulary – storms
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Storms
Activity type/skill: Word list
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Introduce target vocabulary. 
· Experience spoken and written forms and their usage.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 5.39
What to do
1. Play track 5.39 (Track 17 for this topic) and have students look at both pages of the student worksheet as they hear each word and its extensions (tense variations and plurals) and the word in a defining context. 
	cow
	dangerous
	dirty
	drink
	frighten

	full
	hit
	huge
	pour
	race

	realise
	roll
	roar
	shake
	sudden

	tell
	terrible
	throw
	violent
	watch


2. Have students listen again and repeat the words. 
3. Have students copy the words in the spaces. 
4. Point out plurals, and changed verb forms (‘Thunder frightens me’). 
Extending the activity
· Use the lists for revision and reference.

5.40 Identifying target vocabulary – storms

Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Storms
Activity type/skill: Wordfind
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Identify written form of words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do 
1. Show students how to circle, underline or highlight the words in the wordfind at the top of the worksheet. (The hidden words all read horizontally.)
Extending the activity
· Make more wordfinds for the students. 
· Have students make wordfinds for one another.
5.41 Pronouncing target vocabulary – storms
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Storms
Activity type/skill: Pronunciation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Pronounce words.
· Identify the sound of words. 
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Weather vocab cards 

What to do
1. Have students look at the words at the bottom of the worksheet or the weather vocab card.
2. Say the words and ask students to circle them. 
3. Say the words and ask students to repeat them. 
4. Tap out the rhythm of words. 
5. Point to words at random and ask students to say them. 
6. Have students point to words for other students to say.
5.42 Familiarisation with target vocabulary – storms
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Storms
Activity type/skill: Word cards
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Gain familiarity with spoken and written forms of words.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Scissors
What to do

1. Have students cut out the 20 word cards on the student worksheet and place them face up in front of them.
2. Have students point to each word as you say them in random order.

3. Have students sort words into categories, for example:

· the same number of syllables
· the same initial sound
· the same final sound
· the same medial vowel sound
· the same sound for the letter ‘a’.

4. Have students:

· place the cards face down
· pick up a card, say and spell it
· turn the card over and say and spell it from memory. 
Extending the activity
· Have students store the cards and use them daily for revision.
· Use this set of cards with other vocab cards to play sound dominoes, matching final and initial sounds.
5.43 Writing target vocabulary – storms
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Storms
Activity type/skill: Dictation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Recognise and record target words accurately.
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 5.43
What to do
1. Look at the top of the student worksheet and explain to the students that they will hear five sentences. After each sentence, there is a pause for them to write what they hear. sentence. 
2. Play track 5.43 (Track 18 for this topic).
3. When they have written all the sentences, they should check their work, then compare with a partner and discuss any differences. 
Answers:
1. It was a huge cloud.
2. I heard a terrible roar.
3. I felt the house shake violently.
4. The cow was hit by lightning.
5. Do not drink water from the river.
5.44 Matching adjectives, verbs and nouns
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Storms
Activity type/skill: Collocation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Recognise the environment in which words usually occur.

What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do

1. Work through the first set of words at the bottom of the student worksheet with the students and tick the nouns that work with the adjective or verb. 
2. Encourage them to ask themselves: ‘Does it sound right?’ 
3. Have students work alone or in pairs to complete the rest of the activity. 
4. Compare answers and decide which are correct. 
5.45 Verb clusters
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Storms
Activity type/skill: Collocation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Draw on previous knowledge to provide words that associate with target verbs.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and write one of the verbs on the board and construct a cluster around it (see Activity 5.12). 
2. Repeat with the other two verbs and have students copy these onto the student worksheet.
Extending the activity
· Do this often with target vocabulary. It is particularly useful to do this as a prewriting or prespeaking activity.
5.46 Storms target vocabulary – same or different?
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Storms
Activity type/skill: Equations
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective
· Process the meaning of target vocabulary.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do

1. Have students work in pairs using one student worksheet. 
2. Suggest that one of them reads or describes what is in the box on the left and the other does the same for the box on the right. 
3. They have to decide if both sides mean the same. If they think they are the same, they tick the circle. If they think they mean different things, they put a cross in the circle.
4. Encourage discussion – decisions must be justified.
5.47 Storm story
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Storms
Activity type/skill: Text organisation
Literacy focus: Vocabulary
Objective

· Recognise target vocabulary in a new context. 
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and explain to students that they need to copy the sentences in the correct order below the relevant pictures. 
2. Take turns to read the story aloud.
Answers:
	Suddenly a wind came up and clouds raced across the sky.


	The wind roared around the house. We watched as it blew over our cabbage tree.



	Around midday, the sun went behind a huge, black cloud.


	It got dark and soon rain was hitting the roof of our house really hard.



	Thunder roared, lightning flashed and the wind became violent.


	By late afternoon the terrible storm was over.


5.48 Introducing personal recounts
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Storms
Activity type/skill: Text features
Literacy focus: Writing
Genre: Personal recount
Objective

· Introduce the structure and language features of a personal recount.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and explain that a personal recount is the story of something that a person did, for example, at the weekend or at some other time in the past.
2. On the board, brainstorm what might be in a personal recount. Try to draw out: 
· title
· what the event was
· when and where the event happened (orientation)
· who was there 
· what happened in time order. 
3. Talk about the language features: 
· past tense verb forms
· links – then, after that, finally
· time phrase – on Sunday, in the holidays
· personal pronouns – I, we, she, he
· adjectives describing feelings – frightened, happy, sad.
4. Have students write these on the worksheet in a star diagram.
5.49 The storm
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Storms
Activity type/skill: Text features
Literacy focus: Writing
Genre: Personal recount
Objective

· Recognise the organisation of a personal recount.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet. If possible, make an overhead transparency of it or copy the story on the board.
2. Work with the students to identify the parts and features of the text using the list in Activity 5.48. Annotate examples in the text as you find them, for example: 
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Extending the activity
· Identify the features of the text in Activity 5.38.
5.50 Irregular past tense
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Storms
Activity type/skill: Verb forms
Literacy focus: Writing
Genre: Personal recount
Objective

· Gain familiarity with irregular past tense verb forms. 
What you need
· Student worksheet
· Audio track 5.50 

What to do
1. Look at the top of the first page of the student worksheet and remind students that most verbs add the suffix ‘-ed’ to form the past tense, but point out that many of the common verbs that they have learned have irregular past tense forms.
2. Have students repeat the present and past verb forms on the list after you, and check that they remember the meanings. Revise any they are unsure of. 
3. Encourage them to use this list as a reference when they are doing any written work. Show them how they can also find past tense forms of verbs in their dictionaries.
4. Look at the second page of the student worksheet and explain to students that they will hear one of the words in each pair and they should tick the word they hear. They will hear single words and they will only hear them once so they must listen carefully.
5. Play track 5.50 (Track 19 for this topic).
6. Mark their work by comparing with a partner. If there is disagreement about the correct answer, listen to the track again.
Answers: 
1. find
2. run
3. rose
4. drink
5. were
6. froze
7. swam
8. dug
9. take
10. sank
11. come
12. shake
13. began
14. fly
15. gave
16. hung
17. hear
18. make
19. grow
20. meet
Extending the activity
· Repeat with other lists of regular and irregular present and past tense verb forms. 
5.51 The cyclone
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Storms
Activity type/skill: Verb forms
Literacy focus: Writing
Genre: Personal recount
Objective

· Use past tense verb forms accurately in context.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and have students work independently to write the correct verb form in the spaces. 
2. Read the story together to check their work.
3. Have students identify the text features (see Activity 5.49).
5.52 Adjectival order
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Storms
Activity type/skill: Using adjectives
Literacy focus: Writing
Genre: Personal recount
Objective

· Identify accurate word order when using adjectives.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Look at the student worksheet and talk about the positions adjectives can have in a sentence – either before the noun, or following ‘is’ or ‘are’.
2. Have students use the best word from the box at the bottom to complete the sentences. 
3. Mark their work together and discuss. 
4. Have students make sentences using adjectives about current weather conditions.
5.53 Write a personal recount
Topic: Weather 
Subtopic: Storms
Activity type/skill: Planning and writing

Literacy focus: Writing

Genre: Personal recount
Objective

· Write a personal recount independently.
What you need
· Student worksheet
What to do
1. Explain to students that they are to plan and write a personal recount of an event where the weather was important. Their text should have organisation appropriate for a recount (see Activity 5.48) – title, orientation and events in time order – and use language features correctly. 
2. They should write 100–150 words. They should write a draft on rough paper, edit their work, then write a final copy on their student worksheets.
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