Michel Tuffery
About the artist
Michel Tuffery was born in Wellington, New Zealand, in 1966. An artist of Samoan, Tahitian and Cook Island descent, Tuffery graduated from Otago Polytechnic School of Arts in 1988 and has been awarded several national and international art prizes.

He works in a variety of media including printmaking, sculpture, performance art, painting and design. 

Michel’s work grows out of his creative curiosity and passion for his Polynesian heritage and his relationship to the Pacific region, its people and the environment. He often uses traditional motifs and symbols like the pili (lizard), turtle, hibiscus flowers, traditional Samoan tatau (tattoo) and siapo (bark cloth) designs.

Art has played a major role in Michel’s life since he was young. He is dyslexic, and as a child he fell back on his ability to draw as a way to communicate.


‘I had no choice but to do art because I found it really difficult 


to read or write. Teachers would try and get me to write by 


saying that if I wrote a sentence they would let me draw on 


the other side of the page.’
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