
Martin
There’s a number of things that I’m looking for. I want it to be a process of their own thinking, as well as a permanent record of some of the website and conversations that they’ve had and explored, so a combination of research, as well as some sort of internal dialogue or thought process about how effective or useful that research might be. The convention for these types of journals is that there is shorthand notation to some extent. So it’s not a whole lot of expansive writing, but it gets to the point. These journals are a permanent record of the mistakes and the successes, and everything in between. 

Melanie

So let’s start off by just describing what this writing is doing.
Martin

This journal, for anything, is supposed to be a record of the process that they’ve gone through. And this student has made notes about different websites that have been visited. There are notes there that have information that she’s found, there’s also reference to websites that are under construction even. So she’s been quite specific about the relevance or the usefulness of the websites. That will provide her obviously with bibliography and reference material later on in the project, as is required. So she’s got that record here. It also will help her to revisit useful websites in the future as she further develops her ideas. 

Melanie

You can actually track her thinking through this too, can’t you? You can see the process that she’s using. She says, ‘the website says it’s possible to replace normal flour with this…[the] website does not state ingredients ​– need to check packaging’. You can see her thinking through, again she says ‘need to check in store for brands available’. So she’s thinking…this is really an example of thinking as she’s writing about what she’s finding out. 

Martin

Yeah it is. It’s that added detail. And I think that’s a point of difference between the year 7…the better year 7 and the better year 8 writers ​– the ability to make those reflective comments on top of the research that’s there, those little insights to how they’re thinking. The point that these students are up to is that they’re investigating a number of initial questions, research possibilities. And this writing here shows me, that this student’s been particularly thorough with the research on a number of different questions. And that’s a sign of, what I believe, to be top quality writing, because it’s giving her a lot of information so that she can, at the end of this particular process, look back and go, okay which websites, or which question, I guess, is going to be the best for me to answer, which question will lead me to have the most successful science project. 
Melanie

I think the way she’s set her journal out is a good example of having more control over the processes and strategies, because she’s got these little tabs. She’s organised it so that it’s actually an organisation for her thinking and her learning.
Martin

I guess the impressive element to this piece of writing, and looking at the year 8 standard, is just the sheer quantity of content that’s actually available. There’s a lot of information there for a reader to look at and engage what she’s thinking about and what process she’s taking, and what websites she’s visiting. Looking at her research here, which is looking at the effectiveness of metals for cooking, she’s just got simple headings, the metals are indicated, there’s a dash and a quick note about it. So there’s a specific order and process that she’s consistently applying throughout that part of her research. And I guess that would look at writing related knowledge and her skills. She recognises the usefulness of essential key words and the fact that sticking to the absolute relevant and minimal amount…
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