The Living World: Eat or be Eaten

Animals in the Gorse Community

A gorse community contains many different types of animals. They may be divided into vertebrates (animals with a backbone) and invertebrates (animals with no backbone). The main type of invertebrates that live on gorse is arthropods. There are three main types of arthropods. These are:

   1. arachnids (spiders).

   2. insects (such as flies and lady birds).

   3. crustaceans (such as slaters). 

These are some of the arthropods in this gorse community.

   1. Arachnids

      Nursery spider

      The nursery spider builds a nursery web - a fine round silken sac - to protect its young. The nursery is on the tips of the gorse branches. There are about a hundred eggs in a nursery sac. When the eggs hatch, the young spiderlings are protected by the nursery until they are old enough to escape through the holes in the web.

      Orb spider

      Orb spiders build cartwheel-like webs often found in the gorse community. Some orb spiders rest in the middle of the webs they have made. Others move to a nearby part of the gorse bush where they wait for prey to be caught in their web.

      Leaping spider or lynx spider

      Leaping spiders (or lynx spiders) hunt and catch their food. The leaping spider sometimes jumps at its food. When it jumps, it makes sure that it is stuck to the gorse bush by a strong thread of spiderweb.

   2. Insects

      Ladybirds

      Ladybirds hide in the gorse bush in winter, where they hibernate (sleep) during the cold season. In spring they come out to lay their eggs and feed on aphids.

      Aphids

      Aphids suck the sap (liquid) from the plant.

      Hover fly

      The hover fly can remain still while it is flying. It eats the nectar of flowers, so it is a plant eater.

      Looper caterpillar

      This is one of the caterpillars that live in the gorse community. It feeds on the tender shoots of the gorse bush and also eats the base of the gorse prickles.

   3. Crustaceans

      Slaters

      Slaters live in and on the ground and eat the rotting timber of the gorse bush. 

Hawks

One of the predators at the top level of the food chain in the gorse community is the harrier hawk. Hawks are vertebrates. They hunt the birds that feed on the insects in the gorse bushes and the rabbits that eat the gorse plant.

