Exploring Cartoons

From Tearaway Magazine

TEARAWAY's resident cartoonist, Willi Saunders, comes up with new cartoon creations for every issue of TEARAWAY.

These are illustrations to specifically support text, stirp cartoon formats to present editorial material, and stand-alone cartoons for humour.

Research recent issues of TEARAWAY and identify all the cartoons.

STUDY THE CARTOONS USING THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES:

   1.

      Framework:

          * Is there a frame around the cartoon?

          * Does the frame isolate the cartoon from or link it to text in any way? Why?

          * Does this help the meaning of the cartoon? 

   2.

      Dimension:

          * Who is in the cartoon?

          * What size are the characters and figures used?

          * What is happening?

          * Is the background simple or complicated? 

   3.

      Symbols:

          * What symbols are used?

          * What do the symbols represent?

          * How do the symbols help convey the message of the cartoon? 

   4.

      Bias:

          * Who looks nice, kind, helpful?

          * How have you identified this?

          * Who looks ugly, nasty, stupid?

          * What facial features are used to convey emotions? 

   5.

      Message:

          * What is the cartoon saying?

          * Is there a serious message?

          * What ideas does the cartoonist want you to think about? 

   6.

      Words:

          * Has the cartoonist used labels/speech balloons/captions to get the ideas across?

          * Which words convey emotion or action e.g. 'POW!'? 

Willi says that he thinks the expressions on all the characters he draws are really important. He always thinks of the characters as having a life outside of the cartoon they are involved in at the moment.

Take any cartoon character in TEARAWAY and write a short piece describing what they are like, their interests, occupation, friends, lifestyle. Link your ideas to clues in the illustration.
