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Readability (based on noun frequency) 9–10 years

Overview

This humorous story is told from the point of view of a smart-talking cockroach, which imagines that the woman whose house he inhabits is lonely and could become his friend. In the context of the story, we learn many interesting facts about cockroaches.

Through the clever use of point of view, role reversal, and the voice of the cockroach, we see humans and cockroaches differently, learning about our relative vulnerability as we do so.

Suggested reading purpose

To explore how humour is used to illustrate an author’s purpose
Key vocabulary

· Words and phrases, including “leftover”, “ceiling”, “horizons”, “spindly”, “floorboards”, “cheetahs”, “smeared”, “encyclopedia”, “species”, “life cycle”, “infested”, “creeps”, “attract”, “afresh”, “opportunity”, “perched”, “apparently”, “thorax”, “survivors”, “animal kingdom”, “autographs”, “defenceless”, “exoskeleton” 

· Compound words – “leftover”, “doorway”, “flyspray”, “floorboards”, “lifelike”, “babysit”, “bedbugs”.

Refer to Sounds and Words (http://soundsandwords.tki.org.nz) for more information on phonological awareness and spelling.

Prior knowledge

Prior knowledge that will support the use of this text is:

· personal experiences: insects and/or spiders

· topic knowledge: cockroaches and other animals and their survival

· literacy-related knowledge: humorous stories and stories with a message.

Features of the text

These features may support or challenge the students, depending on their prior knowledge.

· The author’s dual purpose to amuse and inform

· The message that all creatures have a place and that we all think we’re the brightest and the best

· Reversal of roles (for example, humans give the spider the creeps)

· Use of colloquial language – “Big deal”, “You know”, “I mean”, “Look”, “Daddy/ Daddy-long-legs”, “but hey”, “Yo”, “Hey, bro”, “It’s no secret”, “the brightest and the best”, “Well, what do you know?”, “get this”, “swelled with pride”

· Double meanings and puns – “friends in high places”, “Daddy”, “How’s it hanging?”, “attracted to learning” by the jam on the page, “need to try and see things from another species’ point of view”, and the cockroach’s sense of pride in qualities humans would despise

· The mix of humour and factual information

· The one-sided dialogue with the lady

· Use of sayings (“broaden my horizons”, “Heaven only knows”, “Never let the sun go down on an argument”, “Tomorrow [is] another day”, “Don’t let the bedbugs bite”)

· Use of “encyclopedia” as a word and concept

· Use of maths and science concepts (relative speeds on page 18; time periods on page 20; life cycles; survival of a species)

· The use of a talking animal (anthropomorphism) and humour to tell a story

· The cockroach’s point of view and his character and voice 

· The factual information, including comparisons with different kinds of animals.

Suggested learning goal

To identify the way the author conveys her purpose and to evaluate its effectiveness

Success criteria

To support our understanding of the text, we will:

· find and discuss the words and phrases that are funny

· discuss the effectiveness of these words and phrases

· discuss how humour helps or doesn’t help us to understand the author’s purpose.

A framework for the lesson

How will I help my students to achieve the learning goal?

Preparation for reading

· Have the students read the story a day or so before the lesson to enjoy the story and the humour without interruption. Signal that in a future lesson they will be looking at how and why the author has written the story in the way that she did.
· English language learners

Remember that English language learners need to encounter new vocabulary: many times; before, during, and after reading a text; and in the different contexts of reading, writing, speaking, and listening. You will need to decide on the specific vocabulary and language structures that are the most appropriate in relation to the purpose for reading and explore these with your students before they read the text. Scaffold the students’ understanding of the context by providing some background to the text and any necessary prior knowledge. Also support the students with some pre-reading experiences, such as jigsaw reading, partner reading, or specific activities to explore and develop vocabulary. For more information and support with English language learners, see ESOL Online at www.esolonline.tki.org.nz
Before reading

· Discuss what the students thought of the text, whether they found it amusing, and why they thought the author might have written it.

· Share the purpose for reading, the learning goal, and the success criteria with the students. Briefly revisit the idea that an author always has a purpose for writing.

Reading and discussing the text
Refer to Effective Literacy Practice in Years 1 to 4 for information about deliberate acts of teaching.

Page 16

· Clarify the characters, the setting, and who is talking – the narrator is the cockroach, and we see the world through his eyes. Introduce and discuss the term “point of view”. This concept is important because it is linked to the author’s purpose (which is clearly outlined at the top of page 19). “Is the lady part of this conversation?”

· Make connections to fables and traditional tales and the fact that they often have talking animals and a moral. “I wonder why the author has chosen the cockroach’s point of view to tell this story? Let’s read on and see if we can work out why.”

Page 17

· Have the students identify any language or phrases that create the humour, such as “friends in high places”, “He’s not my father”, “often drops by”, or “How’s it hanging?” Without “killing” the humour, ensure that the students are getting the point.

· “I wonder if cockroaches and spiders really do get on in real life?” “Do spiders have more in common with cockroaches than with humans?”

Pages 18–19

· At the top of page 19, the author gives the cockroach’s point of view and in doing so lays out the author’s point of view. You may wish to read the rest of the text and then come back to this part to confirm the author’s point of view or message.

· “I’ve noticed that the cockroach and spider have some thoughts and opinions about humans. How do these opinions make you feel? Do you agree with them?” “What is it that spiders like about humans? What do humans like about spiders?” 
Pages 20–21

· Discuss the different points of view of the cockroach and the lady at this point: “I wonder why she’s looking up cockroaches on the computer?”
· Model your thinking about the cockroach and the lady. “It sounds like the cockroach and the lady are friends. I wonder if they really are? Turn to the person next to you and tell them what you think they think of each other. How can you tell?”

After reading 

· Discuss the author’s purpose. “I wonder if this story is just about cockroaches and what people think about them?” Possible student responses might include:

· Cockroaches like people, but people don’t like cockroaches.

· It’s about the cockroach and what he thinks about people and what people think about him.

· It’s not just about cockroaches. It’s about how we are all different and how we should respect each other.

Go back to page 19. The author gives the cockroach’s point of view and in doing so lays out the author’s point of view. 

· “What is the author’s key message or purpose? How has she achieved this?” (Use of first person to show the cockroach’s point of view; use of humour; role reversal; use of the spider’s point of view; and the lady’s actions, combined with our knowledge of how people respond to cockroaches – all of these show the author’s point of view.) “How effective is the author in getting her message across? Why do you think that?” “I wonder what other way the author could have written this to convey their message?”

· Reflect with the students on how well they have met the learning goal and note any teaching points for future sessions. For example, “How easy was it to identify the author’s purpose?” “Did identifying the author’s purpose help you to understand the text?”

Further learning

What follow-up tasks will help my students to consolidate their new learning?

· Read other School Journal stories that have a strong point of view or in which the author’s purpose is clear, and discuss how the author achieves this. For example, “Communication Breakdown” (SJ 2.4.09), “Your Time Is Up!” (SJ 3.1.05), or “Tears of the Albatross” (SJ 2.3.06).
· Students can explore writing from the points of view of other people or animals. This could include rewriting this story from the woman’s point of view.
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