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E lahi lele nā fau o Aunty Lihe 
mai Tokelau.
Ko iētahi e fai i ni fīgota fuaēfa.
Ko iētahi e fai i ni fīgota taigogole.
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Ko Lā e hili atu tona fi afi a
ki nā fau e fai i nā fīgota mānanaia oi taigogole,
auā e mānaia.
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Na māfaufau ai kē fai he fau
mō Aunty Lihe i nā pule 
ma nā fīgota Niu Hila.
E ia iloa e hē i ei he fau vēnā
mō Aunty Lihe!
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Na uma loa te fai o te fakatau
o te tāeao o te Aho Tōnai,
oi olo loa ma tona mātua oi ao
fīgota i te matāfaga i TĪtahi Bay.
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Na maua ai alā fīgota hehega 
ma alā fīgota paepae.
Na maua ai foki ma alā fīgota lanumoana 
ma alā fīgota lanumeamata.
Na maua ai foki ma alā fīgota fuaēfa
vēnā foki ma alā fīgota taigogole.
Ko nā fīgota ia e fi afi a lahi ki ei ia Lā. 
“Ko tō faimātua e fi afi a lahi 
ki nā fīgota iēnei!”
ko te lea atu tēnā a tona mātua.
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Na uma loa te kakai
i te afi afi  tēnā,
fehoahoani loa ki ei tona mātua 
i te huiga o te fau i nā fīgota 
na ao e kilāua.
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Na uma loa te hui o te fau ā Lā, 
oi afīfī loa i te pepa 
ma hāuni ke kave mō te aho 
fānau o Aunty Lihe.
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I te umaga o te lotu i te Aho Hā,
olo uma lele ai ki te fale o Aunty Lihe
ke fakamanuia tona aho fānau.
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Na pā loa ki te taimi 
ka tatala ai nā meaalofa,
ko Lā te na muamua,
oi tatala loa e ia te fau 
ma fakafau ai ia Aunty Lihe.
“E kō iloa e i ei ō fau mai Tokelau,
kae ko te fau tēnei e mai Niu Hila.”
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Na fuhi lahi ia Lā e Aunty Lihe.
“Fakafetai, Lā.
Ko au e fi afi a lahi lele ki ei!
Kai te kaulelei, 
ka toeititi lava vē 
ko tō kaulelei.”
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Aunty Lihe has lots of necklaces
from Tokelau.
Some were made with little shells.
Some were made with big shells.
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Lā liked the necklaces
made from the beautiful little shells
the most.
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She decided to make a necklace
for Aunty Lihe
using shells from New Zealand.
She knew that Aunty Lihe
didn’t have one of those!
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Aft er the Saturday morning shopping,
Mum took her to look for shells
at TĪtahi Bay.
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They found some yellow and white shells.
They found some blue and green shells.
They found some big shells,
and they found some of the little shells 
that Lā liked the most.
“Your aunt will love these ones!” 
said her mum.
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Aft er dinner that night,
Mum helped Lā string a thread
with the shells they had collected.
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When Lā was fi nished,
she wrapped the necklace
in tissue paper,
ready to give to Aunty Lihe
on her birthday.
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Aft er church on Sunday,
everyone went to Aunty Lihe’s house
to celebrate her birthday.
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When it came time to open the presents,
Lā went fi rst.
She unwrapped the necklace
and put it over Aunty Lihe’s head.
“I know you have necklaces from Tokelau,
but this one is from New Zealand.”
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Aunty Lihe gave Lā a big hug.
“Thank you, Lā.
I love it!
It’s beautiful.
It is almost as pretty as you.”
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