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‘I te tuātau kangakanga,
kua kanga mātou ‘ī runga
‘i te ‘apinga tūpā‘oro‘oro.
“‘Auē!” ‘ī nā tōku teina’i.
“Kāre au ‘ē tae 
‘i te ‘eke kī raro.”
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“‘Āe, kā tae koe,” 
‘ī nāku ei.
“‘E teitei roa,” 
‘ī nā tōku teina’i.
“Kāre au ē tae.”

3



“‘Eke mai rā nā runga 
‘i te ara kākenga,” ‘ī nāku ei.
“‘E mataku roa au,” 
‘ī nā tōku teina’i.
“Tauturu‘ia mai au!”
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“Rere mai ki raro,” 
‘ī nāku ei.
“Kāre au ē tae,” 
‘ī nā tōku teina’i.
“‘E mamao roa.”
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Kua tangi te ove.
“Tāviviki!” ‘ī nāku ei.
“Kāre au e tae! Kāre au e tae!”
‘ī nā tōku teina’i.
Kua ‘akamata ‘aia ‘i te auē.
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“Kā ‘aere au kā tiki ‘i te pū‘āpi‘i,”
‘ī nāku ei.
“Kāre! Kāre!” ‘ī nā tōku teina’i.
“‘Auraka koe ‘ē ‘aere!”
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“‘Aere mai!”
‘ī nā te tamariki ei.
“Kua tae te taime
nō te ‘oki kī roto
‘i te ‘are ‘āpi‘i.”
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Kua ‘aere atu rātou kātoatoa ki roto.
“Tāviviki!” ‘ī nāku ei.
“‘Eke mai kī raro.”
“KĀRE AU ‘Ē TAE ‘Ī TE ‘EKE ATU!”
‘ī ava mai ei tōku teina.
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“‘Auē, kā tae ‘ua koe,”
‘ī nāku ei.
Kua kake atu au ki runga
‘i te ‘apinga tūpā‘oro‘oro.
Kua tākave atu au ‘iāia.
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‘Ei raro māua! 
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“Meitaki,” ‘ī nā t ōku teina’i.
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At playtime,
we played on the slide.
“Help!” said my sister.
“I can’t get down.”
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“Yes, you can,” I said.
“It’s too high,” said my sister.
“I can’t.”
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“Come down the ladder,”
I said.
“I’m too scared,” said my sister.
“Help me!”
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“Jump down to the ground,” 
I said.
“I can’t,” said my sister.
“It’s too far.”
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The bell went.
“Hurry up!” I said.
“I can’t! I can’t!” said my sister.
She started to cry.
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“I’ll get the teacher,” I said.
“No! No!” shouted my sister.
“Don’t go!”
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“Come on!” 
shouted the kids.
“It’s time to go 
back to class.”
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They all went inside.
“Hurry!” I shouted.
“Come down.”
“I CAN’T GET DOWN!”
shouted my sister.
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“Oh, yes you can,” I said.
I went to the top 
of the slide.
I put my arms around her.
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Down we went!
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“Thanks,” said my sister. 
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