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Kāre rava ‘oki ‘a Tangi
‘ē no‘o ana koia anake ‘ua –
māri ‘ua mē tāpokipoki te rangi.
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Mē ‘aere ‘a Tangi ki runga ‘i te akau 
‘i te kimi ariri,
ka pā‘ī tai tōna ata.
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Me ‘aere ‘a Tangi ki kō ‘i te toa
‘i te tiki varāoa ‘ōu,
ka ‘aere katoa tōna ata.
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Mē kanga patapata ‘a Tangi,
kā ‘anga‘anga pikika‘a tōna ata!
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‘Ī mua ake kā ‘aere ei ‘a Tangi
ki te ‘āpi‘i ‘i te pōpongi,
ka ‘āngai ‘aia ‘i te puaka.
Kāre tōna ata kōpē
‘ē tauturu atu.



Noātu ē te moe ra te ngutu‘are tangata
‘ī roto ‘ī to rātou tāinamu,
‘i te tūruā‘ipō, 
tei reira rāi tō Tangi ata.
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Me no‘o tū mai ‘ā Tangi
‘ī roto ‘i te mārama‘anga ‘ō te marama,
ka ‘aere mai tōna ata.
“Ka moe tāua ‘ī tēia taime, e te Ata,”
‘ī tuatua marū atu ei ‘a Tangi, 
ma te tāpoki ‘ia rāua ki te kāka‘u moe.
“Kā k ite ‘āpōpō ‘i te pōpongi.”
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Tangi never needs to be alone – 
unless the clouds come.
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When Tangi goes out onto the reef
to look for turban snails,
his shadow has a swim.
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When Tangi goes into the shop
to get fresh bread,
his shadow goes, too.
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When Tangi plays marbles,
his shadow cheats!
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Very early in the morning,
before it’s time to go to school,
Tangi has to feed the pigs.
His lazy shadow doesn’t help.
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Even late at night,
when all the family are asleep
under their mosquito nets,
Tangi’s shadow is still there.
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Tangi just sits up in the bright moonlight,
and his shadow comes.
“Let’s go to sleep now, Shadow,”
Tangi whispers,
and they pull the sheet
over their heads.
“See you in the morning.”
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