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‘I téta'i po, kare ra au e varea e te moe.

NO reira, kua totoro atu au ki va‘o kia ‘a‘aere.

T te tuatau ‘i toku tamariki‘anga,

€= (4 . I

€ no'o ana au ki runga i te motu.
‘E moe ana matou ki roto

1 te tai-namu ma‘atama‘ata.




Kua ‘aere atu au ki te pae ta‘atai,

kare 1 mamao roa,
‘@ kua no‘o ki runga
‘i te one-tea anuanu.

Te ta‘iri‘iri maria ‘ua ra te ata

o te au tumu na T runga i te tai.
[ teta‘i tua mai o te tai-roto,
kua kite atu au ‘i te au mori ‘@ purapura ‘ua mai ra.
Kare ra au T kite atu ana ‘i te punu ‘o te au are,
_ . (4
no reira, kua ‘akamanako au
i te au mori ‘€ purapura
‘ua mai ra ‘ei ‘étu purapura.



Kua totoro mai te ko'iti

mei roto mai i to ratou va‘arua,

na te pae ‘iaku.

‘E mea mere te ora‘anga o te ko‘iti.
‘E ‘anga‘anga pakari tikai ta ratou

i te roa'anga o te po,

1 te keri ‘é te tama 7 to ratou va‘arua.

Kia mamaiata, ka pa‘i ratou
ki roto ‘i te au punapuna tai
‘@ ka totoro atu ki te kainga

ma te tapoki ‘ia ratou ki te one.

Te moe mara ‘ua ra nga kakaia

Trunga 7 t0 raua ko‘anga,
Trunga 1 te kikau.



Te moe tinainai ‘ua ra te kanae ‘ario
€= Ce — Ce . -
1runga ite one 1roto ‘i te tai papaku.




‘[ reira, ono ‘ua mai mé no‘ea,

mei te keikeia rai,

téta'i kiore-toka ‘i runga
e - . 4

1 te rau nu vaitata ua atu
ki te pae ‘o nga kakaia.
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Kua tapu ‘aia, kua ‘akara mai kiaku.

Kua takaviriviri ‘i tona “‘uru‘uru va‘a.

I reira, kua kite atu au ‘i tona ‘iku roangarere
i te ngaro atu‘anga ki roto ‘1 tona ko‘anga

1roto ‘i te kao o te tumu nu.




Kua ‘akara mai te marama ‘iaku mei runga mai.
Kua kata atu au.
T reira, kua ‘oki atu au ki te kainga

na runga ‘i te one-tea anuanu.
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One night, I couldn’t get to sleep.

So I crept out for a walk.

When I was a child, I lived on an island.

At bedtime, we all slept under a big mosquito net.




I walked a little way down to the beach
and found a place to sit
on the cool, white sand.

The shadows of the coconut trees

were waving slowly back and forth in the water.
Across the lagoon, I could see lights glimmering.
[ couldn’t see the roofs above them,

so I pretended they were stars.



Around me, sand crabs crawled out of their holes.
It’s funny how sand crabs live.

They work hard all night digging and clearing holes.
At dawn, they wash their shells in the shallow water
and crawl home to cover themselves with sand.

In the trees, the white terns slept quietly,
nesting in pairs among the coconut fronds.



The silver mullet slept peacefully
on the sand in the shallows.
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He stopped and looked at me.
His whiskers twitched.
Then I saw his long, stringy tail

disappear into his nest
in the heart of the tree.

Then, sneaking from nowhere, like a thief,

a rat appeared on a frond not far from the terns.
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The moon looked down on me from above.
[ smiled back.
Then I walked back home

along the cool, white sand.
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