
One day, you may need 
to befriend a lion or 
impress a dolphin.

and dolphins can’t taste  
savoury things, so making  
them cheese scones is a  

waste of effort.

Unfortunately,  
lions can’t taste sweet 
things, so buying them 

lollies is a waste  
of money …



Another  
nightmare?
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I flew away 
and got some 

ice cream.

Yeah, the  
speech again.

The thing is –  
I know the entire 

script.

It takes exactly ten 
minutes – fifteen if I leave 
plenty of space between 

the words.

I did have  
another dream about 

it going well …



The whole world 
will be watching …

Will it, though?  
That seems like it 

would raise a lot of 
privacy issues.

Teachers  
have enough 
to deal with.

Besides, you love school.  
You say it’s “a castle of 

learning built on a mountain 
of good study habits” …

to quote the poem  
you wrote last year.

and judging.

It is!  
That’s my point! 

I’m scared.

12

You’re scared?  
You’re defying gravity 

right now.

It’s NOT built 
on a mountain  

of fear. 

Look, when it’s your  
turn to speak, imagine 

you’re at home, presenting 
to your fish.

It’s just that I’m 
really, really scared – 

tomorrow’s the big day.

And actually, today’s 
the big day.

Thanks.  
Some of that  

is good advice. 

Or here’s another 
idea: release a flock of 
ducks. No one will pay 
attention long enough 

to judge you.

What! Why are you 
still awake? 

I’ve got  
a speech  
to write.



That is not  
a mountain of good  

study habits.
So where are 

you at?

My original topic  
was digestion. 

But th
en I kind of 

got distracted. 

I’ve been clicking 

links …

for hours.

Hovercrafts!  

Their inventor 

had a digestive 

system.

Harry Potter!  

He had a  

magical  

digestive  

system.

STOP! You’re 
making me feel ill.

Pirates! 
They had  
digestive 
systems.

I just have 
to put it all 
together.

14

And we already 
learnt about 

digestion in class. 
You were there!

Well, yes – but I might 
have been thinking about 

something else.

Sometimes I replay 
movies in my head.

It keeps  
me out of 
trouble.

Writing a speech  
in the middle of the 
night is not keeping 

out of trouble.

I wish we could  
combine our powers.  

Your ridiculous 
confidence …

alongside my basic 
ability to concentrate 
on one thing at a time.

We’d have a  
super-brain!

Well, it beats 
dreaming about 
yodelling frogs.



Speechless
by Austin Milne 

Text and illustrations by Austin Milne copyright © Crown 2019

For copyright information about how you can use this material, go to:  
http://www.tki.org.nz/Copyright-in-Schools/Terms-of-use

Published 2019 by the Ministry of Education
PO Box 1666, Wellington 6140, New Zealand.
www.education.govt.nz

All rights reserved.
Enquiries should be made to the publisher.

ISBN 978 1 77669 594 2 (online)
ISSN 2624 3636 (online)
 
Publishing Services: Li� Education E Tū
Editor: Susan Paris 
Designer: Simon Waterfield
Literacy Consultant: Melanie Winthrop
Consulting Editors: Hōne Apanui and Emeli Sione

Curriculum learning areas English
Science

Reading year level Year 6

Keywords anxiety, comics, confidence, dreams, graphic 
novels, humour, illustrations, imagination, 
nerves, public speaking, school, siblings, 
speeches, visual language, worry

SCHOOL JOURNAL LEVEL 3 MAY 2019

SC
H

O
O

L 
JO

U
RN

AL
 

M
AY

 2
01

9

Go to www.schooljournal.tki.org.nz
for PDFs of all the texts in this issue of the School Journal as 
 well as teacher support material (TSM) for the following:

TSM

Broken Wing �

Iris and Dog Star �

Words �

Another  
nightmare?

The boy swam frantically and reached the boat, heart hammering. 
Scrabbling at the slippery wood, he heaved himself over the gunwale and  
clattered to the bottom, gasping for breath. Fragments of glistening weeds 
hung from his leg. His cloak was sodden. 

From the bow, Broken Wing peered at him with dark, dark eyes. In the 
bird’s shadowy stare, Hew caught the shape of his grandfather. The old man 
lay on his bed, chest rising and falling. Time to leave childish ways behind.  
My word is your word …

“I promise,” Hew managed at last.

One day, you may need 
to befriend a lion or 
impress a dolphin.

and dolphins can’t taste  
savoury things, so making  
them cheese scones is a  

waste of effort.

illustrations by Rosie Colligan

Unfortunately,  
lions can’t taste sweet 
things, so buying them 

lollies is a waste  
of money …
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