Writing for Publication

Provide Opportunities for Students to Process Text Deeply

Three level guide

This activity helps students to focus on what the text actually says at a factual level, interpret what the author means and then make generalisations by evaluating ideas and arguments.

Students work through the guide on their own. Next, in pairs or small groups they share, discuss and debate their responses. Students need to be encouraged to explain their answers and justify their views.

Level 1:

Tick those statements that appear in the text. They may be worded differently but have the same meaning. Be ready to give evidence from the text.

   1. Grandfather wants to leave Wellington because it's too cold there.

   2. The family arrived in Wellington exactly twenty years ago.

   3. Dad studied law at university.

   4. The family live in the middle of the city.

   5. Grandfather is sure that it is too late for Roha to change. 

Level 2:

Tick those statements that you think are true from what the text suggests. Find evidence in the text to support your answers.

   1. Roha has become selfish since living in Wellington.

   2. Mum and Aunt Roha don't really understand each other.

   3. It was only when his wife died that Grandfather started thinking about returning to Waituhi to live.

   4. It was a sacrifice for Grandfather and Nanna to leave Waituhi. 

Level 3:

Tick those statements you agree with, using what the author says and what you know. Be prepared to back up your argument with reasons.

   1. It is an impossible dream to want the family to have the best of both worlds.

   2. Parents usually put the interests of their children first when they decide to leave a place they love.

   3. It is never the same when you return home after being away a long time.

