What Sort of Language do we use in a Personal Letter?

A personal letter usually has a friendly tone and uses more informal language than a business letter, for example.

Formal/Informal Style

Formal/informal style is the term given to variation in formality of speech and writing. There is a continuum from the most formal to the most informal.

Father was fatigued.

Dad was shattered.

The old man was stuffed.

The three sentences above have similar meaning; they differ in the degree of formality of style. The first is written in a very formal style; the second and third are increasingly informal.

All three examples above are written in standard English. Slang is not the same as vernacular English. It is language in a very informal style of English.

I seen the old man was stuffed.

This sentence is written in a very informal style (slang), and it is in the vernacular.

Knowledge of appropriate formal/informal styles of language is an important social skill and one that teachers can help develop. The most formal style will be the most foreign to many students and will require modelling. The most formal style is also the language of academic writing; as students progress through the school, they will need to understand and use this style.

