You're the Expert

Selecting What is Relevant

   1. Trash and Treasure

         1. Put the students into small groups.

         2. Collect a number of newspaper articles on a topic and give copies of the articles to each group of students.

         3. Ask a question and tell the students to sort the articles into two groups according to whether they are relevant to the question (treasure) or not (trash).

         4. The students can then rank the articles from the most to the least useful, and justify their rankings.

         5. Ask another question and let your students reconsider their selections, to show how the relevance of the information depends on the question. 

      You can also use "trash or treasure" with the internet, by giving your students a selection of URLs, some of which are relevant and some of which are not. The students work collaboratively on this activity.

      Further Suggestions to Assist Students to Evaluate Relevance of Articles

          * Give your students photocopied handouts and ask them to highlight the treasure, or black out the trash.

          * Within any web site students open a word document and copy and paste, identifying relevant information and organising it. 

      Once students have learned the trash and treasure technique, they need to be encouraged to use this technique when evaluating the information they have gathered.

   2. Distinguishing Between Fact and Opinion and Identifying Bias

      Give out a series of statements and ask students to sort them out into fact and opinion piles. Select statements that are obviously one or the other, but have some that can be interpreted in different ways so that stimulating discussion follows.

      Sample Activity

          * 'Aotearoa' is the proper name for New Zealand.

          * New Zealand is a Pacific Island.

          * Kupe was the first person to discover Aotearoa.

          * New Zealand is a bicultural society.

