Newspapers: A Supported Learning Unit

News Reports

What is a news report?

A news report is special type of factual recount. It tells us about an event, or something which has happened. A news report is organised so that we read the most important information first in the opening stages of the text. The name of this first stage is the lead paragraph.

Another name for this is the orientation stage which gives the reader the five W's and H about the event: What, Who, When, Where, Why, and How. The less important details about the event will be put later in the report.

The report is usually organised in the order that the events happened. Sometimes the end of the report will have a comment from the writer about what might happen next.

Who writes newspaper reports?

Newspaper reports or articles are written by journalists. Journalists collect news by watching an event, talking to people about the event and writing articles about the event. They send their reports to the newsroom. At the office the sub-editor and the editor read the reports and decide if it will be put in the paper and if it needs to be changed before it is printed.

Sometimes a journalist works with a photographer. The photographer takes a photograph to go with the article. Sometimes there is computer picture or infographic which is put with the article. A picture in a newspaper will have some information in one or two lines below the picture to tell us what it is about. This information is called the caption.

What are the sources of news?

One important question we need to ask is where did the information for a news report come from? Another way of asking this is - what was its source? We need to ask this question because we should know what the source of the information might want us to think about the report. Different people involved in an event often have different views of what happened. For example, if some students get hurt when they are arrested by police at a protest march, the reporter will probably get a different story from the two different sources- the police and the students.

