Lesson Sequence

From Speaking to Writing a Report

(transcript of teacher and student talk)

T. 
Today we are going to write a report – a report is when you tell me all the things you have learnt about colour. What did we learn about first?

S. 
The primary colours – red, blue and yellow.

T. 
Then we learnt that the primary colours can be mixed to make ...?

S. 
The secondary colours – orange, purple and green.

T. 
What did we learn when we made our shade plate?

S. 
That if you put white paint it makes it lighter and black makes it darker.

T. 
That’s right. Now I am going to read to you a report about colour, that is in this book. It starts off telling us about the primary colours and then it tells us how the secondary colours are made by mixing two primary colours. Last of all it tells us about the shades of colour. [The report was read.]

S. 
Put some yellow paint with the red.

T. 
And got red paint in the yellow paint container. I think you have forgotten something I told you to do. If you don’t do this you will spoil all the paint!

S. 
I know – wipe the brush.

T. 
Exactly – the second instruction is wipe your brush and that’s what you draw. Now for the next instruction.

S. 
Put some yellow paint on the red paint.

T. 
Yes, but there’s a better word to use than ‘put’. It means to join two things together and starts with ‘a’.

S. 
Add.

T. 
Well done. We can say – Add some yellow paint to the red paint – and for the picture we will draw the palette again but this time it will have some red paint and some...?

S. 
yellow paint.

T. 
Great - now for the last instruction – what was the last thing we did?

T. 
When you write your report I want you to tell me about the primary colours first, then the secondary colours and then the shades of colour so we will make a list of words in that order. So the first word will be ‘colour’, next will be?

S. 
Primary

T. 
Then?

S. 
Red, blue, yellow.

T. 
So the next word will be what?

S. 
Secondary.

T. 
That’s right, so now we need the secondary colours next.

S. 
Green, orange and purple.

T. 
Then you will need to write about shades of colour so the next two words are?

S. 
Black and white.

T. 
Yes, and black and white make shades that are...?

S. 
Colours.

T. 
Not quite, remember when you added white to red you made pink and pink is a l --------- shade of red.

S. 
Lighter.

T. 
And the black?

S. 
Makes it darker.

T. 
Right. Here’s our list of words, remember to use them in this order. Here is the title – A Report about Colour - and this is your first sentence – "Colours are everywhere".

