Down on the Farm

Activities that Take Place on a Dairy Farm

There are many activities that take place on a Dairy farm during the year to meet the seasons and the management structure of the farmer. Many of these are inter related and can change due to climatic conditions.

SUMMER

Milking

The farmer milks his cows twice a day and makes sure all animals have sufficient water to drink during the hot dry days. Milk production will fall if cows have insufficient grass and water.

Hay

In early summer there is often an over production of grass. To utilize this farmers cut the long grass, allow it to dry. They assist the drying by "turning" the hay using a machine called a tedder which flicks the grass out behind it allowing it to dry. This may be done several times within 48 hours. It is then rowed up using the same machine. The dry grass is gathered and put into rolls so the farmer can bale the hay. Most farmers use hay contractors to bale their hay and place it in a shed ready for the autumn or winter. Good dry hay can last in a protected hay barn for several years without spoiling.

Silage

An alternative a farmer has is to utilize the surplus grass is to make silage. This grass is cut with a silerater (like an over grown lawn mower and catcher). The grass is placed into a stack and covered with polythene and old rubber car tyres hold it down. It is important that no moisture gets in to spoil the grass while it ferments and cooks causing it to be preserved. Later it is fed to the animals. Silage can often be distinguished by its characteristic smell. An alternative way of making silage which is becoming increasingly popular is placing the cut grass into bales and shrink wrapped with plastic to be stored to the side of a paddock. This has the advantage of being easier for the farmer to feed out to his animals when necessary.

Spraying

Weeds on a farm may be sprayed, pulled out or cut down at this time allowing good grass to grow in the autumn. If there are a lot of seed heads forming in the pasture the farmer may top a paddock. If it is a drought summer the farmer may start to feed off a crop he has grown in the spring.

Maintenance

During the summer the farmer often catches up on maintenance jobs around the farm, fencing, cleaning drains, maintaining farm races and hopefully having an off the farm holiday.

AUTUMN

Feeding out

During these months the farmer may begin to feed out silage as the grass growth begins to slow down.

Milking

Cows need to be feed well so they will give lots of milk but at this time they are also in calf and beginning to think it is time to have a rest before the new calf arrives.

If the farmer has grown a maize crop he may make this into maize silage. It is cut and covered.

WINTER

Drying off

This is the time when the cows have been "dried off" The farmer no longer milks the cows twice a day and due to this lack of stimulus the production of milk stops.

Farmers carefully utilize the grass by placing electric fences in paddocks so the grass is rationed and supplemented with hay or silage.

Preparing for calving

Farmers prepare calf houses by placing clean fresh wood shavings on the floor. Calfeterias are cleaned and checked in preparation for the onset of calving.

SPRING

This is the busiest time of the year on a dairy farm.

Calving

Milking twice daily will begin as cows begin to calve. Cows are separated into two mobs. The springers begin to calf at all hours of the day and night. Farmers have to check their animals to make sure they are not having trouble calving and if necessary call the vet. Where possible the farmer's wife and children may help to collect up new born calves along with their mothers and take them up to the shed. New calves go to be taught to drink after they have had a feed of colostrum from their mothers. Calves are then kept in warm pens and after being taught to drink are feed adlib colostrum for the next 6-8 weeks being supplemented with calf meal and grass. On entering the shed all calves have their navels sprayed to stop infection and an identification number placed in their ear.

Unwanted calves are often kept in a separate pens as they will go on the bobby truck

Newly calved cows are kept separated from the main herd as the new milk-colostrum they produce for the first 4 days has to be kept from the ordinary milk.

The vet can be a regular visitor to the farm during this time to help cows calve and check on sick calves.

