Fizzing and Foaming

Thinking Aloud

Students work in pairs. Each student is given a copy of the acids/carbonates list and the instructions. 

Acid/carbonates list:

	Acids and Carbonates

	Acids 
	Carbonates 
	Neither

	Lemon Juice 
	Washing Powder 
	 

	Orange Juice 
	Baking Powder 
	 

	Vinegar 
	Limestone 
	 

	Grapefruit Juice 
	Chalk 
	 

	Tomato Juice 
	Egg shell 
	


Instructions:

Choose one of the acids and one of the carbonates.

· Mix them together in a dish.

· Look at what happens.

· Tell your partner what happened.

The teacher models the process explained on the instructions. Choose one thing from the list of carbonates and one thing from the list of acids. Mix them together. Observe carefully what happens, using a magnifying glass if necessary.

Students describe what happened using the writing frame provided (see page 2).

Discuss the results as a class. Teacher leads a discussion on what an acid did and what a carbonate did. Discuss in groups how can we tell if the other ingredients are acids or carbonates? Test each of the other substances and classify it under either acid or carbonate or neither on your list.

Teacher models writing a brief paragraph describing: what you were trying to find out; what you did to find it out; what happened; and what you were able to learn from these results. Students then write their own paragraph discussing their results.

Generalised Writing Frame

Experiment 


Name _________________________

MY EXPERIMENT                

TITLE _________________________________________________

What we did:

What I thought might happen:

What did happen:

