The Lunch

General Strategies to Support Vocabulary Learning

Learning vocabulary is the primary task set for the ESOL student. The teacher introduces new words and uses plenty of repetition. New words need to be linked to personal experiences and concepts and the students need to associate the new word with a mental picture. Using a multi-sensory approach when introducing new words is helpful to students. Some strategies to assist with the introduction and repetition of new words in this unit:

    * students discuss pictures and word cards of needs vs. wants (e.g. nutritious food vs. a television set) and add some of their own;

    * teacher shows pictures, posters and articles of less fortunate communities (e.g. the 2005 tsunami victims) and uses new and repeated vocabulary to describe their circumstances;

    * students draw or paste pictures of their preferred food on a paper plate; the teacher uses word cards to name the food items and the class model vocabulary by discussing their food preferences;

    * students gather measuring instruments (e.g. cup, teaspoon, jug with ml units on etc,) to play with in a sand/water table;

    * teacher deliberately and frequently recycles the new words (for example, in sentences when talking to the students and when planning the fund raiser activity);

    * students make cards with new words and simple meaning on the back (in Level 1 if appropriate) and keep these in a box for self-study.

