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Size

The biggest creatures that have ever lived on Earth are whales. They are bigger than the biggest dinosaur. Their hearts can be almost as big as a small car. An elephant could stand inside a whale's mouth. A baby whale could be as big as a truck. Some blue whales are 30m long. An adult blue whale can hold 10 people on its flipper. A baby blue whale can gain 90 kg every day.
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Different Species

There are about 80 different kinds of whales and dolphins. Some examples of whales include humpback whales, orcas (or killer whales) and sperm whales.

Mammals

Whales are not fish. They are mammals, just like us. Their babies grow inside their mothers and are born alive. Whale babies drink their mothers' milk. The mothers protect the babies from danger until they can take care of themselves. Whales breathe air. Their noses, called blow-holes, are on the top of their heads. Instead of hands, whales have flippers to help them turn. Instead of feet, whales have tail-flukes. They swim by moving their tail-flukes up and down.
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Migration

Every year some whales go on a long journey. In winter they travel thousands of kilometres to warm waters to have their babies. In summer they migrate to cooler waters where they can find more food.
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