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Text

Introduction: In New Zealand there are many different types and sizes of farms. Farmers raise animals for food. Farmers also keep animals to get raw materials to make non-food products, e.g. wool to make clothes.

	Cow Some farmers keep cattle for their meat. These cattle live on beef cattle farms. Dairy cattle provide milk and milk products such as butter, cheese and cream. These farms are called dairy farms. The most important non-food raw material from cattle is leather.
	

	Sheep farms are the most common types of farm in New Zealand and some sheep farms are huge. There are about 50 million sheep in this country and only 4 million people. Sheep are kept for their wool, meat and sometimes milk. Meat from sheep is called lamb (young sheep) and mutton (older sheep).
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	Pigs are kept mainly for their meat. The meat from pigs is sold as pork, bacon and ham. Pig farms are usually quite small, about 4 hectares.
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	Poultry includes all kinds of farmyard birds, such as chickens, ducks, geese and turkeys. They provide eggs as well as meat.
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	Ostrich and llama farms are quite new to New Zealand and these animals produce meat and fibre for the local and export markets.
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	Deer farms are smaller than sheep and cattle farms. The farmer sells the meat, which is called venison to local butchers. The antlers are used to make products that are sold overseas to many Asian countries.
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Farming is a very important industry in this country and we sell food products and non-food for manufacturing to many overseas countries.

