Antarctica and the Environment: Unit Standard 2986

Part A: The Antarctic Environment

The Climate

Text

Antarctica is the coldest continent in the world. It has the record for the lowest temperature, -89.2°C. Antarctica is also very windy. Winds sometimes blow at over 300km/hr. The centre of Antarctica is a desert with less than 50mm of rain or snow each year.

The Vegetation

There are no trees. Only a few plants like algae, lichen and moss can survive.

The Land

Under the ice there are mountains and valleys. There are two active volcanoes. The highest is Mt. Erebus (3749m).

The Ice

Ice covers most of Antarctica. Ice also covers large areas of sea. The largest sea-ice area is called the Ross Ice Shelf.

Part B: The Importance of Antarctic Environment for the World

Scientists are worried about the effect of global warming on Antarctica and the world. If global warming happens, the air temperature around Antarctica increases. If a large area of ice melts, the sea level will rise around the world. For example, if the West Antarctic Ice Sheet melts, the sea around the world will rise by 5m. Then many places where people live will be under the sea.

