Antarctica and the Environment: Unit Standard 2986

Unit Standard 2896, version 6:

Begin to read independently texts to gain knowledge, using ESOL

(Level 2: 5 credits)

Antarctica Assessment Activity

Name:____________________________

Class:____________________________

Date:_____________________________

1. What is this text about?

Before you read the text, look at the title, the small headings and the picture. Complete the sentence to show what you think the article will be about. Choose from the words below. There are two extra words.

the land   the vegetation   the world   the animals   the ice    the climate   the history

a. I think Part A of the article will have information about ____________, _________________, ______________, and the land of Antarctica.

            I think the article will not have information about _____________, and the history .

b. I think Part B is about why the Antarctic environment is important for _________________ .

2. What are the main ideas and supporting details

a. Fill in the chart below with words from the article.

	
	Main Idea
	Examples

	Climate
	cold
	-89.2°C

	Climate
	i) ________
	ii) ________

	Climate
	iii) ________
	< 50mm rain or snow

	Vegetation
	only a few plants
	iv) ________

	Land
	v) ________
	Mt Erebus

	Ice
	Ice covers the sea
	vi) ________


3. Vocabulary

a. Words from Part A

Match the words on the left with their meaning (in this text) on the right. Write the correct letter beside each meaning. You may use a dictionary.

            i. the record 
____ plants

            ii. over 
____ a dry place

            iii. a desert 
____ frozen water

            iv. vegetation 
____ more than

            v. survive 
____ highest or lowest ever

            vi. ice 
____ changes to water

            vii. called 
____ music

            viii. melts 
____ named

              
____ stay alive

b. Words from Part B

Put the following meanings in the correct places:

sea level   rise   therefore   world   scientists    result   sea

People who study science (scientists) are interested in global (i. ___________) warming. The environment of the whole world will be changed by the effect (ii. ___________) of global warming in Antarctica.

The height of the sea (iii. _______________) will increase if lots of the ice melts. Then (iv. ______________) parts of many places in the world will be covered by ocean ( v. __________).

c. Put the correct word in the spaces in these sentences.

i. There are many ___________ who are interested in studying global warming in Antarctica. (scientist, scientists, science)

ii. Antarctica is ____________________ than New Zealand. (cold, colder, coldest)

iii. With global warming, the air temperature ___________________ . (rise, will rise, risen)

iv. Mt Erebus is an active ________________________ . (volcano, volcanoes)

v. The Ross Ice Shelf is an example of a large ____________ of ice. (area, areas)

4. What part of speech are the following words? Choose from noun, verb, adjective.

For example, coldest - adjective

               1. the record ________

               2. a desert ________

               3. vegetation ________

               4. active ________

               5. covers ________

               6. large ________

               7. live ________

