Teasing the Lion 

Begin to read independently texts to gain knowledge, using ESOL 2986, version 6

Level 2

5 Credits

Teacher Notes

This unit standard has one element:

Element 1 - the student must show that she/he can read at least three texts, each from a separate familiar context.

Notes for Assessors

The assessment would normally be given towards the end of a unit on dance or celebrations, for example the Chinese New Year, in which the reading of information texts was a learning outcome.

While the complete text of Teasing the Lion is too long for the specifications of the ESOL Unit Standard 2986, it is not useful to cut the text because the illustrations assist understanding. You could mark the sections of the text that the assessment refers to, making it a suitable length for the current standard:

What is the lion dance?

What happens in the dance?

Does it get very tiring doing the dance?

How did you learn the dance?

Features of information text in Teasing the Lion:

General description

    * Timeless present tense.

    * Use of sub-headings & illustrations as important parts of the text.

    * Definitions (....is.... to/which/that ..... ..... means .....).

    * Pronouns are used frequently, particularly it. Students need to practise understanding what noun the pronoun refers to.

Description of a process

    * Timeless present tense.

    * Time markers (at the beginning, later).

    * Action verbs (starts, moves).

    * Compound sentences that give reasons or results by using conjunctions such as so and so that.

Recount

    * Simple past tense.

    * Time markers.

    * Action verbs.

Question and answer format

There are features of spoken text, such as contractions (it's) and the use of dashes ( - ) to indicate a pause. The font of the questions is in italics.

Other skills that could be taught in the unit of work, some of which relate to the assessment activity.

    * Predicting content from headings & illustrations.

    * Understanding some text types, features and purposes.

	      Type 
	Purpose 
	Features

	      Interview 
	To give information. 
	Questions often in italics, photos of people.

	      Article 
	To give information. 
	Paragraphs

	      Instructions 
	To tell you how to do something. 
	Imperatives or use of second person.


    * Standard paragraph format with main idea usually first, followed by supporting information. The terms interviewer questions, main ideas and supporting details need to be understood.

    * Using context to guess meanings and using a dictionary to confirm the right meaning for the context. For example, knowing from the sentence which part of speech a word is.

Assessment Conditions

Refer to special notes in the standard.

It is important that questioning techniques are familiar to students, and that questions allow them to demonstrate their understanding of a text in a way that is not dependent on their writing skills. Any student for whom writing is difficult should be given the opportunity to answer questions orally.

This assessment activity can be adapted to suit your teaching programme as long as the criteria in the standard are met.

This is just one of the three reading activities required to meet the standard. Each of the three texts should be assessed in separate assessment events. See Antarctica, Whales and Farming in New Zealand for other activities which could be used.

Learning Contexts

Students will be working at:

· ELIP: Students would be expected to have mastered stage one and be working at stage two.

This unit standard must be assessed in contexts that are familiar and interesting to the students. Integrated studies that focus also on speaking, listening and writing are beneficial.

Related Assessments

The class may be working on one unit with students being assessed at different levels. For example, students able to achieve at a higher level could be assessed against ESOL unit standard 17363.

Other unit standards could be used in conjunction with this unit. Appropriate ones are:

· 1287 Talk about self in an interview using learnt language patterns

· 3477 Write recounts on familiar topics

· 17368 Write simple information texts on familiar topics.

