The Interview: Unit Standard 17359, Version 3

17359 - Talk about self in a formal interview, using ESOL

Level 3
5 Credits

Teacher Notes

This unit standard has one element:

element - Talk about self in a formal interview, using ESOL.

CONDITIONS

    * The interviewer must be an unfamiliar person.

    * The exchange must take four or five minutes and be taped or videoed.

    * The candidate's speech may include hesitations and/or grammatical errors, but these must not interfere with meaning.

    * Articulation, pronunciation, intonation, stress and rhythm may occasionally be unconventional, but errors must not interfere with meaning.

During the interview the candidate must have the opportunity to:

    * use appropriate opening and closing strategies such as: greet, address, smile, establish eye contact and thank;

    * use appropriate language;

    * describe their past history using a range of statements supported by detail; use past tense verbs accurately;

    * describe at least two personal skills using a range of statements supported by detail for each;

    * refer to future plans and give detail;

    * use interactive strategies such as clarifying, checking, giving and/or responding to feedback.

Notes for Assessors

Ask these questions but feel free to expand on opportunities offered to help the candidate fulfil the above criteria or delete questions if they are not necessary:

Questions for the Interviewer

   1. Introduction:

      Good morning, I'm Mr/Mrs/Ms ___________________

      (Allow time for response).

      Please sit down.

      (Expect response).

   2. Description of past history (a range of statements supported by detail for each):

      Tell me a little bit about yourself. What did you do last week-end?

      I'd like you to keep talking about your past. What is your best memory of living in ____________________?

      What was good about living there?

      What things did you not like about life in _______________________?

      Tell me about a time when you got into trouble/were very happy.

      Tell me a little bit about your family in ______________?

      What was it like going to school in __________________ ?

      Tell me about a typical lesson.

   3. Description of personal skills (at least two skills; a range of statements supported by detail for each):

      I believe you take (school subject) _______________________.

      (Wait for response).

      Tell me what you like doing in that subject?

      How do you do that?

      What are you good at (ie hobby/sport)?

      (Ask for details).

      What do you do in ________________________?

      (Ask questions about rules/achievements/position played/history of involvement).

      What do you have to do to be good at this?

   4. Reference to future plans (a range of statements supported by detail):

      What do you want to do when you finish school?

      Why do you want to do that?

      How are you going to go about making sure this happens?

      What sort of things do you think you would like to do with that qualification?

      Do you think you might __________________________?

      What else will you do in your future?

   5. Ending:

      Thank you for your answers.

      (Wait for response).

      Goodbye. You'd better get back to class now.

Remember it has to be a formal interview so don't allow it to become a casual chat, as this will nullify the student's opportunity to perform.

Alternative Interview Questions

Alternative Interview Questions

Give students the opportunity to clarify, check, be responsive.

Stand, shake hands.

   1. (PC 1.1). Hello, I'm...

      Pause to allow time for student to reply.

      Nice to meet you.

      Pause to allow time for student to reply.

   2. (PC 1.3). As I'm the director of International students, I'd like to get to know a bit more about you.

      If the DIS is already familiar with the students you will need to ask someone else such as the guidance counsellor or the careers adviser.

      Ask two or three of these questions.

      Now I'd like to know about your previous education.

          * Tell me about your arrival in New Zealand.

          * Tell me about your first day (week) at this school.

          * Tell me about a good (positive) experience since you've been in New Zealand.

          * Tell me about a bad (negative) experience since you've been in New Zealand.

          * What did you like about your previous school?

   3. (PC 1.4) Look at the student's CV.

      I'm wanting to collect some information for your testimonial. Tell me about some of your qualities and skills.

      Use prompts as needed - Could you tell me some more? Anything else?

   4. (1.5) Tell me what you might do in the future. And after that?

      What do you think you might be doing in ten years' time?

   5. (1.1) Thank you very much... Allow for a response.

