The Garden Party

Narrative Technique Task

Teacher Preparation:

Photocopy and cut out the boxes below. Make one set for each group of 3-4 students.

Narrative point of view

· The reader may feel closer to Bin

· The reader only knows Bin's thoughts. We see his personal point of view.

· Uses 'I', 'me', 'us', 'we'.

· The reader only knows the girlfriends thoughts.

· No access to the thoughts or feelings of other characters.

· Uses 'I', 'me', 'us', 'we'.

· The reader may see the point of view of more than one character.

· Comments may be made on what happens.

· Uses 'he', 'she', 'they', them.

· Sometimes called 'eye of God' technique.

	Narrative Technique 
	Character telling the story 
	The story

	First person narration by a major character 
	Bin 
	I would like to practise English with my New Zealand girlfriend rather than go home.

	First person narration by a minor character 
	Girlfriend 
	I’m sure his home stay parents will help him stay in New Zealand.

	Third person narration 
	Home stay parents 
	Bin thought for a while. He could ask his home stay parents to ring China. His girlfriend thought that would work. His home stay father chuckled. He realised what Bin was up to.


Teacher Instructions:

    * Use an OHP or write the story below on the whiteboard.

          Bin wants to spend the school holidays in New Zealand with his girlfriend. His parents want him to come home to China. Bin asks his home stay parents to help him convince his parents that he should stay in New Zealand. 

    * Ask students to read the story.

    * Question students as to who could be telling the story. (Answer: Bin, girlfriend or home stay father.)

    * Ask students to arrange the squares into a 4X3 grid.

    * Check the answers.

    * Students copy the chart into their books. 

	Narrative Technique 
	Character telling the story 
	The story 
	Narrative point of view.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Answers
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