Additional activities

You may need to prepare further activities to help some of your students, including new learners of English, clarify and practise the language you have chosen to focus on, including the vocabulary identified throughout the lesson and the language (including vocabulary and sentence structures) for expressing opinions and for giving reasons. 

For examples of learning activities and techniques, see Interactive Cloze, Fat Tax Writing Squares, and Cohesion: Cause and Effect. 

This extra language practice may be assigned as homework tasks or completed in class while other students are working on learning task 4.

Interactive Cloze

A cloze passage is one where some words have been deleted and the students are asked to fill in the gaps. This is a task teachers regularly use to test knowledge of content or specialist words. However, if the specialist word is left in the sentence and, instead, a word that contributes to the meaning is left out, this activity can be a powerful way to help students use context clues to decide which word will fill the gap. This then becomes a language activity rather than a testing device, involving discussion of words and contexts. It also provides students practice in reading key words and using them orally.

The Benefits of Interactive Cloze Activities

    * Teaches the skill of using context clues in working out unknown words.

    * Emphasises active reading for meaning, not word by word reading.

    * Gives students practice in predicting and understanding language structures in expository text.

    * Makes students more aware of the reading process - the predicting and confirming process and the use of background knowledge.

    * Gives students experience in using clues to the sentence and paragraph structure such as signal words and connectives.

    * Encourages students to notice and use information presented on a page such as headings, sub-headings and graphics.

    * Discussion following the exercise gives students opportunities to use words orally in context, discuss concepts and actively process information.

    * Gives the teacher valuable information on individual student's ability to handle language.

How To Prepare a Cloze

    * Select carefully the words to delete, making sure there are clues in the text for each missing word. A good way to check is to draw an arrow between the selected word and the clue.

    * Delete a mixture of words, not just 'content' or specialist words; not only nouns; choose at least one which signals the sentence or paragraph structure such as because, secondly, subsequently.

    * Try to delete some words for which there are several alternatives. This will promote discussion.

How To Use the Cloze
    * Give each student a copy of the prepared text and explain how to fill the gaps.

    * Students work on their own to write one word in each gap.

    * In pairs or small mixed groups students discuss their responses and decide which alternatives are better.

    * Facilitate a class discussion, using students' responses. Possible alternatives are discussed and useful strategies pointed out such as using context to work out an unknown word or using headings and graphics.

    * Emphasis is placed on words which make sense and are appropriate rather than the 'correct' words.

(Thanks to Ruth Penton)
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Fat Tax - Writing Squares

	What is the problem or issue?

Write one sentence on the back of this card. You can start your sentence like this:

The Government is concerned about...


	What is your point of view about the problem?

Write one sentence on the back of this card. You can start your sentence like this:

My point of view is...

My opinion is...

I propose...

The advantages of...



	What is your first main point?

This is your strongest argument.

Write your statement or topic sentence on the back of this card.

Now explain your statement.


	What is the evidence for this?

Use logic, numerical data, examples, details, personal experiences as support.



	What is your second point?

Write your statement or topic sentence on the back of this card.

Now explain your statement.


	What is the evidence for this?

Use logic, numerical data, examples, details, personal experiences as support.



	What is your third point?

Write your statement or topic sentence on the back of this card.

Now explain your statement.


	What is the evidence for this?

Use logic, numerical data, examples, details, personal experiences as support.



	What is suggested?

Summarise your arguments. You may use one of these sentence starters:

Therefore,

Thus,

After considering the above arguments you have to agree that...

Consequently, it is better to...


	What is your point of view about the problem?

Write one sentence.

I feel...

OR

I believe...



	What solution can you suggest?

Write one sentence.

I suggest...
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Fat Tax: Cohesion - Cause and Effect

A good argument shows cause and effect. The words below are used to signal cause and effect.

because 

as 

so 

brings about

generates 

thus 

causes 

creates

leads to 

therefore 
contributes 
produces

consequently 

results in 
  
 

1. Instructions: Use one colour and highlight the part of the sentence that describes the effect. Use a different colour to highlight the part of the sentence that describes the cause. Draw a box around the joining words in each sentence. Label each part. Use the chart above to help you.

· Students are eating unhealthy food for lunch because it is on sale at the school canteen.

· As fatty foods contribute to obesity, they should not be sold in the canteen.

· After approximately a minute and a half their energy levels dropped to a much lower level. Therefore, sugar does not give you energy.

· Consequently, work levels drop off because students feel tired. 

2. Instructions: Complete the following sentences using appropriate joining expressions that show cause and effect. Highlight the cause in one colour and the effect in another and label each part.

· Eating fatty foods ____________ to becoming overweight.

· Exercise ____________ a lower body weight.

· Obesity ____________ many health problems.

· The study shows an increase in children's body weight. ____________ the issue needs to be addressed. 

3. Instructions: Highlight all the joining words in both columns. Join the causes in column 1 with the correct effects in column 2. Write the sentences in your book.

	Cause
	Effect or result

	A high intake of sugar
	students continue to buy unhealthy foods.

	As pies have a high fat content
	Overweight and obesity are increasing

	As a result of a lack of knowledge
	Health problems can be

	caused by obesity.
	may cause diabetes.

	because of a lack of exercise and diets high in fat and sugar.
	they should not be eaten daily.



Back to top
