New People, New Place, New Start

Cultural Crash Course Word Match

   1.

      Match the meanings with the target words that are underlined in the passage.

      bewildering
giving way, giving in to

      deliberate obstruction of forward play
happens everywhere

      unnerving
to make someone angry

      adamant
make worse

      courteously
travelling very close to the car in front

      exacerbate
traffic moving from more lanes into fewer lanes

      expected to take the lead
very sure

      merge lanes
got worse

      making allowances
make decisions for themselves

      yielding
unpleasant, scary

      tail gating
politely

      deteriorated
preventing someone from going somewhere in a hurry

      to incur the wrath of
adjusting

      is universal
confusing

   2.

      In what way does the cartoon support the ideas in the story?

   3.

      Name two visual techniques the cartoonist has used to reinforce the message.

      Techniques include: perspective, use of colour, use of symbols, layout, dominant image.

For your greater understanding of the passage decide if the following statements are true or false. In some cases there may not be enough evidence to decide. Write out all false statements and make them true.

   1. Asian drivers show their displeasure towards other drivers by using rude signs.

   2. There are fewer drivers on New Zealand roads than in Asian countries.

   3. To be a "good" driver in New Zealand you need to drive over the speed limit and make decisions quickly.

   4. New Zealand roads have more traffic lights than in countries in Asia.

   5. Young Asian males quickly adapt to New Zealand driving conditions.

   6. New Zealanders often drive over the speed limit but don't expect others to do the same.

   7. A customized number plate can be an invitation for abuse.

   8. New Zealand drivers tolerate indecision whereas Asian drivers do not.

   9. Driving habits do not vary greatly from one culture to another.

  10. Driving habits reflect aspects of national character. 

Writing:

From reading this article and from what you know from personal experience write a paragraph about driving habits in New Zealand.

For those who can:

Write an essay, (transactional writing), on the topic - "Driving habits in New Zealand". Try to give a clear point of view in your introduction and use evidence from the article to support your case. This task could be assessed as a transactional essay for AS90376 (English 2.2).

